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After Allard's rallying triumphs, the K3 should have capitalized on the company’s
excellent reputation. However, it was an expensive cruiser, easily outpaced and :';fadr:‘::ofgr B
outhandled by more inexpensive sports cars like the Jaguar XK120. London, England.
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...still feels powerful.”

“Driving a K3 makes you realize how far sports cars have come since the
1950s. The big V8 engine still feels powerful, though, making a wonderful
burbling sound. Straightline speed is good—too good =
in fact, as the brakes offer little in the
way of stopping power or confidence.
In general, the K3 understeers, but
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if you floor the throttle too soon,
oversteer kicks in quickly. Handling

15% Ibs prowess isn‘t that vital with the K3,

as it is really a competent tourer.”

Although the interior of the Allard is sparse,
there is beauty in its simplicity.

Details apply to Chrysler-engine car.



Allard

Full-width styling distinguished the K3 from earlier Allards.
This was a sports car designed primarily for U.S., and so it
came with a V8 engine and a chassis designed for cruising.
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V8 engine

Destined almost exclusively for the U.S. market, most
K3s were fitted with big V8s. Popular choices
included Chrysler and Cadillac. British market cars
like this use an 85-bhp Ford flathead engine.

Optional wire wheels

Clean styling

The K2 that preceded the K3
was an old-fashioned and
rather stark design. With the
new K3, Allard embraced the
fashion for full-width body
styling with a design that is
remarkably clean and bereft
of any ornamentation.

Wide sills

The standard wheel choice was a very
plain steel disc with a chrome hubcap.
Much more attractive are the optional
Rudge Whitworth knockoff wire
wheels that retailed for $224.

Because the chassis was based on the narrow-
bodied Allard models, the K3 body flops over the
perimeter of the chassis. That means there are a
pair of wide sills that you have to step over. Some
K3s have their shifters mounted here.

Three-abreast
seating

A strong selling
point for the K3
was its relatively
wide body that
was capable of
seating up to
three passengers
side by side. The
bench seat is
upholstered in
leather.

BODY/CHASSIS

SPECIAL FEATURES
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Split front axle

The divided front axle that became notorious
on the J2—its cornering attitude was
decidedly toe-in at the front—was retained.
However, instead of the crude transverse leaf
spring of old, a more modern setup of coil
springs was used.
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VALUE GuiDe

ORIGINAL PRICE

1952 $5.300

CURRENT VALUE

$20,000-542,000
PRODUCTION TOTAL

62

dard tune. For market,
a locally made Ford Pilot 3,622-cc V8 engine was
available, but with only 85 bhp it was hardly a

sporty choice.

Despite its looks, sales of the K3 were always slow.

121 mph 11.3 sec.

107 mph 11.0 sec. 155 bhp

115 mph

Stylish choice

The ultimate collector’s
Allard is the stark and
sporty J2. After that,
the K3 ranks as one of
Allard’'s more attractive
models and is therefore
highly sought after. The
model’s extreme rarity
adds to its attraction
among aficionados.
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