
Zehneria guamensis
Cucurbitaceae

Plants of Guam

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Zehneria guamensis (Merr.) Fosberg
SUBFAMILY: Cucurbitaceae

COMMON NAME: Zehneria
CHAMORRO NAME: Ahgaga

ORIGIN: Endemic to Guam
DISTRIBUTION: Guam

Zehneria plant in pot under cultivation.

Female flower closeup
Leaf closeup with foliar disease

Rar
e 

or
 T

h r
e ate n e d  Priority Plant

GPEP



FORM: A slender glabrous climber or creeper, monoecious

STEM: Slender and elongate; tendrils simple up to 15 cm

LEAVES: Thin slightly ovate leaf blade with darker green on top side and lighter green bottom 
side

FLOWER: Male flowers in racemes, corolla white to pale yellow 5 mm long; female flowers 
solitary

FRUIT: Freshy, globose, purplish-black when ripe, ovate-oblong, 1-3 cm x 7-10 mm

SEED: Numerous, flat, grey-white, ovate-oblong, very tiny 4 x 2 mm and 0.5 mm thick

HABITAT: Near coasts on limestone, in partial shade, creeping or climbing

PROPAGATION: Seeds

Disclaimers: This brochure is being funded in part by the Forest Stewardship Program, of State & Private 
Forestry, USDA Forest Service Region 5.
In accordance with federal law and USDA policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  Not all prohibited basis apply to all programs.
To file a complaint of discrimination:  write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 
Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and 
TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

GUAM PLANT EXTINCTION
PROTECTION (GPEPP) PROGRAM
Mail:	 UOG Station Mangilao, Guam 96923
Phone:	 (671) 735-2129	 E-mail:	 plants@gpepp.org
Fax:	 (671) 734-4600	 Web:	 http://www.gpepp.org

Emergence of two cotyledons of a seedling

Zehneria is a viny plant climbing up a post


