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Parents celebrate as Wapping High School becomes a reality.

Wapping High School is the first new state-funded secondary school to open in Tower 
Hamlets for 20 years.
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Schools, Lord Hill, signs Funding Agreement.
Department for Education announces Free School “ready to open”.

The Department for Education has signed the Funding Agreement for Wapping High 
School. This is the first secondary Free School in the borough and comes with huge 
support from the wider community, their MP, Jim Fitzpatrick and local resident Dame 
Helen Mirren. It will educate students from all backgrounds aged 11 to 16 and offer 
another choice as part of the wider community of Tower Hamlets schools. Kerstyn Comley, 
one of the founder members of the Wapping & Shadwell Secondary Education Trust, is 
delighted: “This is an extraordinary achievement for our community. It is so exciting to be 
opening our doors in September.”

Wapping High School is one of only a handful of secondary Free schools opening in 
September to have signed its Funding Agreement. The Trust behind the school is unusual 
as it is the only parent group to manage the project themselves as most groups seek the 
support of project management companies. Jon Cheyne, Chair of Governors, explains: 
“We have a strong team with considerable experience of both education and project 
management and a clear vision of what we want the school to achieve.”

Wapping High School will use a personalised learning approach that will encourage 
students to take responsibility for their own success. The school day will be extended to 
enable a diverse and engaging enrichment programme to be taught alongside the national 
curriculum. Headteacher Paul Guénault says: “An outstanding, experienced teaching team 
is in place to develop our forward-thinking, innovative vision for learning”.

Admissions for September are progressing well. 41 families have already accepted places 
and the school expects to meet its target of 60 students within the first term. On 6th July 
students who will be starting in September got to spend the whole day at Wapping High 
School. Paul Guénault was delighted with the turn-out: “We had the most enthusiastic and 
committed students you could wish for. They worked hard and enjoyed learning a Beatles 
song, launching rockets, creating their own robots and then visited the fascinating Bank of 
England Museum.” Jake Kemp, founder and governor, continues: “I have to admit I had a 
tear in my eye as I watched these new students arriving on Friday morning. It was a 
momentous occasion. To see the glee on the faces of the students as they were 
describing the day to their parents and carers at four o'clock made the roller-coaster ride 
that has been the last three years worthwhile. It feels great to be part of a team that has 
created such an amazing school.”
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