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BiDding Biederman Farewell

ity Hail yesterday got what it wanted
from the Grand Central Partmership: the
resignations of its president, Daniel Bie-
derman, and its interim chairman, Nor-
man Sturner.
Congratuiations, Mr. Maver — for nothing.
©f all the dgnts City Hall has picked during
Mavor Giuliani's tenure — and we have sup-
ported the mayor through most of them —
this is the most indefensibie. Biederman has
made an inesdmaple concribudon to New
York City. He devised the formuia that re-
claimed Bryant Park from the drug deslers

‘who had commandeered it 2nd has done won- -

ders for the area around Grand Cenmal Sta-
tion as well.

Biederman also came up with the idea of

creating Business I[mprovement Districts,

wiich allow local businesses to take charge of

essential services in troubied areas through a
real-estate assessment coilected by the ary.
The BIDs provided the drst sofid evidence
that the cty of New Yorx could. n fact, de
turned around — and their exampie smboid-
ened the Giuilani reform government.

Biederman and Giuliam are on the same
page ideoiogicaily and as a matter of urban
philosopny. So wnat gives?

The Giuliani administration has never fuily
explained why it chose not to renew the Part-
nersnip's contract when it expired June 30.
At the tme, the mayor charged that the
three BIDs under Biederman’s controi —
Grand Centrai, Brvant Park and Herald
Square — were “icung lke governments

unto themselves” and turning into private
“Hefdoms.”

Some officials, apperently, didn't like Bie-
derman’s admirttedly aggressive style. Some,
apparently, were jealous of the success and
concentration of power that have ied some in
the press to dub him “the mayor of Midtowun.”

The fact remains, however, that B[Ds like
the Grand Central Partnership are private
insdtutions that function in cooperaticn —
a0t competition — with the city. Apvarently,
however, even privale groups are Dot im-
mune from political interterence.

At an emergency board meeting vester day,
officiais were determined to put the best face
on recent deveiopments. Rather <han criticize
the admin.;st:ration, outgoing chalrman
Sturner stressed the need o go forward and
reach a new contract within two weeks — a
sencment achoed dy the City Hall represen-
tadve who artended the meeting.

We nope that good feeling prevaiis. Still, it's
clear that — whatever its future — City dal
has gained a measure of controi over the
Partership. The mayor's cHoice, deveioper
Bernard Mendik, has been named acting in-
terim chairman. Loweil Tooiey, the organiza-
ton's vice presment of operadons, is the in-
terim president. And, at Deputy Mayor Rudy
Wasmugmn s request, treasurer George Towill
wiil remain on.

Norman Sturner has one piece of advice for
the mayor: “I hope he doesn't idll the message
because he didn’t like the messenger.” He's
rignt — and we nope City Halil is listening.

1998



