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Checklist for Civilian Witness Preparation
( Swear or Affirm

The first thing that will happen when you enter the courtroom is that a man or woman in a black robe will ask you to enter the witness box and remain standing. You will be asked to spell your name. You will be asked to swear or affirm. If you want to swear an oath on the Bible or Koran, ask for the Bible or Koran. If you want to affirm to tell the truth, say that you will affirm.

( Five Rules (Fisher Five)

Rule #1:
Tell the truth, the whole truth no matter how embarrassing it may be.

Rule #2:
Listen carefully to the question from beginning to end, don’t anticipate. Only after you’ve completely listened to the question and then thought about your answer, should you answer the question.

Rule #3:
If you don’t understand the question, say so. You should not try to answer questions unless and until you understand what is being asked.

Rule #4:
If you’re not sure of your answer, do not guess. Say you’re not sure.

Rule #5:
When you are sure of your answer, stand your ground.

( Direct vs. Cross Examination

( Refresh Memory Procedure

( Cross-Examination on a Previous Statement

( Do you have any questions for me?
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Subhead. Subhead. Subhead.



































