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Suggested Talking Points
1. Trial Court

a. Mistakes young crowns make

i. Too many witnesses (is it better to call two when one will do?)

ii. The meaning of relevant evidence/relevant questions

1. Too much detail about peripheral matters?

b. Conducting a good examination in chief

i. What are the hallmarks of a good in-chief?

ii. is the following format the preferred approach/ is there a preferred approach

1. introduce the witness (age, job, married, kids, etc)

2. explore connection to accused or incident

3. get details of incident

4. Additional details post-incident (photo line-up, insurance reports, etc..)

iii. any particular things that Your Honour likes to see in-chief

c. Punctuality/Communicating with the bench

i. What if you need extra time in the morning of a trial/ what’s the best way to frame the request when you know it’s not going to resolve?

ii. When taking a trial on a transfer how much time is reasonable to expect the bench to give you to prepare?
1. What should a crown do when they require additional time? And what would be a good approach to dealing with a judge who is refusing to grant additional time?

d. Overview of the trial

i. Some judges like to know before the trial starts what the game plan is and what the anticipated issues are. (for example crown will be calling 2 civilians, 1 police officer and the main issue is ID). Is this a helpful way to start a case?

e. Multi-media presentations in the Court

i. What are your thoughts on powerpoint assisted oral submissions, or other electronic media in the courtroom?

2. Guilty Plea Court

a. What are some of the most common mistakes that young crowns make in #7?
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