
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

eorge Will, whom I consider to be one of the most articulate and stimulating political 
columnists, recently wrote a commentary for the Washington Post entitled “Beware another 
New Deal.”  Inasmuch as the word “Beware” always attracts my attention, I thought it worth 

a read.  I was not disappointed.  Mr. Will once again has captured economic history in proper 
perspective, and so it is that his article is reprinted below. 
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On a separate matter, I wandered across some interesting data which takes the pulse of the citizens 
from all 50 states.  For the first time, the Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index has released what it 
calls the Thriving-Struggling-Suffering Index for Americans.  While the name may conjure up 
something out of a Charles Dickens novel, in fact it reveals some information about demographics in 
our country.   
 
In the first two weeks of November 2008, right in the midst of the national election, the average 
number of struggling Americans hit 60%, a rise of 14% from the beginning of the year.  At the same 
time, the weekly average of Americans thriving hit a new low of 36%.  The Index attempts to reflect 
both how individuals view their lives up to now and their prospects over the next five years. 
 
Among some of the revelations, the Index found that Washington, D.C., has the highest percentage of 
residents thriving (55.6%).  I suppose this is not surprising given the nature that government is getting 
larger and will continue to do so over the next five years.  It also found that Hawaii has the highest 
percent of people satisfied with their standard of living (82.4%).  Again, this should not come as a 
startling observation.  With moderate weather, dependable global tourist traffic, and a five hour time 
differential separating the Aloha State from the mania of Wall Street and the politics of Washington, 
Hawaiian’s enjoy a laissez-faire detachment from the mainland. 
 
What may be bewildering is the finding that Rhode Island residents are most worried about their 
financial situation and the least satisfied with their standard of living.  Rhode Islanders lead all states 
in the belief their standard of living is becoming worse (50.2%).  Can this be?  Is it possible the Ocean 
State is more financially insecure than the Great Lakes State (Michigan)?  Michiganders, in fact, are 
ranked only 11th in belief the economy is getting worse, right behind West Virginia. 
 
In perusing the table (attached), a demographic characteristic emerges.  Northeast and New England 
states, for the most part, are most dour about future economic prospects.  Second behind Rhode Island 
in pessimism stands Massachusetts, followed by (3) Washington, D.C., (4) Maine, (5) Vermont, and 
(6) Delaware. 
 
A conundrum to me is that residents of the Deep South seem most upbeat about future economic 
conditions.  Alabama (50), Louisiana (49), Mississippi (48), and Georgia (47) lead all states in 
economic optimism.  
 
Are you worried about money problems?  Again, Rhode Islanders sure are.  So are citizens of the 
Granite State (Connecticut), which has the highest per capita household income.  At the other extreme 
are two sparsely-populated states, Wyoming (51) and North Dakota (50), and two Deep South states, 
Louisiana (49) and Alabama (48).  The only conclusion I draw from this is that residents from higher 
per capita income states are more insecure about losing what they have than are residents from lower 
per capita income states.   
 
Rather than provide a litany of demographic patterns, check out for yourself how Americans feel.  For 
example, is there a pattern between Red States and Blue States?  I don’t know.  I’m too busy working 
on a bail-out package for states “too big to fail.” 
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