
WIDE BAY REGION SOYBEAN UPDATE – 19 APRIL 2013 

 
As the soybean harvest draws near (it kicked off yesterday actually!) there are a few items I thought 
might be of interest to you all. 
 

Red Banded Shield Bug (RBSB) Control 
 
This season we have seen RBSB dominating the soybean paddocks, with less Green Vege Bugs (GVB) 
in sight. Unfortunately, RBSB are showing resistance to all registered chemicals and 100% control is 
currently not possible.  
 
Our resident Bug Man (aka Hugh Brier, DEEDI) has done some excellent trial work on RBSB over the 
years and shown that adding salt (5 g/L) to Decis (D - deltamethrin) increases the control of RBSB 
significantly but, this season, Decis alone + salt has been disappointing.  
 
Many growers have now started using Decis + Lannate (M - methomyl) + salt and getting better 
results.  
 
In addition, Hugh has tested a new product, Shield (Sh), which was released on permit this year and 
found that Shield @ 250 mL/ha plus salt (5 g/L) gave control comparable  to that of Decis @ 500 
mL/ha + Lannate @ 1.5L/ha + salt (and better than Decis alone + salt in a 2010 trial).  Please see 
graph below. 
 

 
 



So, what’s the best method for controlling RBSB in 
soybeans?? 
 
At present, based on current research, our best options are:- 
 

Shield at 250 mL/ha plus salt (5 g/L) 
OR 

Decis @ 500 mL/ha + Lannate @ 1.5L/ha + salt 
 

(please note some growers have been using Lannate at the top rate of 2 L/ha;  
the top registered rate for GVB is 1.5 L/ha, but 2 L/ha is registered for 

Helicoverpa) 
 

As many soybean crops are still pod filling or drying down, please continue to 
bug check twice/week and consider spraying for RBSB & GVB as these bugs 

can still do plenty of damage! 
 

Top Five Reglone Sprayout Tips 
 
Using Reglone to spray out your soybeans has become a more affordable option now that the price 
of Reglone has fallen. In coastal regions, where showery weather is common during the soybean 
harvest period, it is strongly advisable to use Reglone for a timely and effective desiccation job. 
 

TIP ONE: Please note 

that a desiccant is 
designed ONLY  to drop 
leaves, dry stems and kill 
weeds in the paddock. It 
CANNOT advance the 
natural dry down 
process that the 
soybean plant must 
undergo, in order to 
mature properly. The 
Reglone label clearly 
states that it ‘very 
quickly kills green 
growth with which it 
comes into contact’, 
thus, if Reglone is 
sprayed too early 
(before the plant has 
finished maturing), it will simply kill the plant on contact and stop the plant from maturing properly.  
 



TIP TWO: The Reglone label wisely recommends to ‘Spray when 80% of the pods are 

yellow/brown and the seeds are ripe’ (ripe seeds are creamy coloured, hard and dry; not chewy or 
fleshy) – always seek advice from an experienced soybean agronomist if you are not 100% certain if 
your crop is ready to spray out.  
 

TIP THREE: The label also states ‘Harvest 4 to 7 days after spraying’ – thus, it is important to 

regularly liase with your harvesting contractor to ensure you don’t spray out too early. Try to time 
your spray out job in accordance with his harvest schedule. It is better to delay spraying out if the 
contractor is more than 4 – 7 days away from your farm. 
 

TIP FOUR: The registered rate for Reglone for soybeans is 2 – 3 L/ha. The label recommends ‘Use 

higher rate for dense or weedy crops’. In previous years, the use of 2.5 – 3 L/ha on heavy crops, or 
paddocks with reasonable levels of weeds, has been highly beneficial in assisting harvest and 
reducing the amount of unwanted plant material and staining in the harvested soybeans. 
 

TIP FIVE: The Reglone label also recommends the addition of a ‘WETTING AGENT: Add Agral® at 

the rate of 200 mL/100 L or BS1000* at 160 mL/100 L of prepared spray unless otherwise specified’. 
Some growers have used other surfactants with good results. Seek advice from an experienced 
soybean agronomist for more details. Please feel free to give me a ring before you spray out with 

Reglone on 0407 114 748. 
 

Canadian Soybean Grower 
Update 
 
Blake Vince, the Canadian farmer who visited 
our region earlier in the year and spoke at our 
local field day, have returned safely to Canada 
after touring farming regions throughout the 
world. Please see his blog for more details on 
his visits and insights www.thesoilfunguy.com. 
Blake is seen here sharing his thoughts with a 

group of Wide Bay growers (note the Hayman trial block in the background!). 
 

Hayman Update 
 
The Hayman seed crop planted by CSIRO this season on the Downs is looking very good, according to 
Bean Growers Australia Seed Coordinator, Lee Moller. Bean Growers Australia has applied to be a 
seed supplier for Hayman if/when it is released for the 2013/14 season. Assuming that the seed crop 
on the Downs continues to progress well, it is hoped there will be a reasonable amount of seed 
available for planting in 2013/14. If you are interested in Hayman seed for next season, please let 
me know. 
 

Field Pea Update 
 
There is strong interest in field peas as a winter 
legume in the Wide Bay region this season, with 
over 40 ha already planted (see photo). This hardy 
winter legume can be planted in April/May/early 

http://www.thesoilfunguy.com/


June, returns good nitrogen to the soil, has a range of registered herbicide options and is relatively 
low cost to grow. 
 
With niche food grade markets now available through Bean Growers it is possible to achieve 
reasonable returns from a well grown, good quality field pea crop. Alternatively, field peas can be 
used as a low management, low cost green manure crop during the winter months.  
 
For more information on field peas please give me a ring on 0407 114 748. 
 
 
Yours, 
Judy Plath 
 
Wide Bay Area Manager 
Bean Growers Australia 
0407 114 748 
www.beangrowers.com.au 
 

http://www.beangrowers.com.au/

