
 

Welcome to the Summer Edition of our newsletter! We hope you had a great Christmas! 
 

The weather forecast isn’t promising but, as all farmers know, that can change in a heartbeat………. 
 

What options are there if it does rain? 
How about scratching these ideas up on your blackboard …………. 
 

Crop 
Planting 
Window 

Price / 
Demand 

Details How to plan? 

Navy Beans  
Late Jan – 
mid Feb 

$1100/t Fixed 
Price 
Ha Contracts 

Require moderate to 
high agronomic m’ment 
& are best irrigated 
(see article ) 

Place APPROX seed order^  
Consider ground prep now as 
Navys require a clean, level seed 
bed 

Mungbeans 
Late Jan/ 
Early Feb 

$800 - 900/t  
Ha Contracts  

See following article Place APPROX seed order^  

Field Peas May – June $300 – 400/t 
Suitable for green 
manure or harvest for 
grain  

Place APPROX seed order^  
Plant back on some chemicals 
prevent planting field peas 

Chickpeas May – June 
Varying Sizes -
$800 - $1100/t 
(Kabuli only) 

Kabuli types – 
successes with Almaz 
variety last season 

Place APPROX seed order^  
Plant back on some chemicals 
prevent planting chickpeas 

^Indicative Seed Orders are under no obligation – we know how hard it is to plan right now! 
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To help us serve you better please let us know of any changes to your:- 

Trading Name, Phone Numbers,  

Address, Email, Bank Accounts  

We value your time in completing this for us! 
 



 

 

 
 

 

This Scheme recognises the difficulty of in-field loading 
grain, with varying moisture contents and densities, to 
within an accurate weight tolerance.  
 
Bean Growers’ participation in the Scheme means we 
have a responsibility to record and report overloaded 
trucks.  Trucks above the GHMS Rejection Limit will be 
rejected and not unloaded, as per our legal 
requirement. Failure to do so (record, report, reject) 
could mean that Bean Growers Australia and/or the 
individual weighbridge operator may be prosecuted 
under Queensland Road Transport Chain of Responsibility 
Legislation, attracting significant fines.  
 
Please be aware of this and only load yourself, or your 
transport contractors, to the appropriate limits.   
 
If overloaded, Bean Growers has no flexibility, we must 
report you, and in some cases, reject your load.  The 
overloading of trucks has rarely been a problem with 
most operators doing the right thing.  By participating in 
the Scheme, together we can achieve greater efficiencies 
this season.  

For more information, go to www.agforceqld.org.au and look 
under policies and issues > grains > GHMS. 

http://www.agforceqld.org.au/


 

Mungbeans are a good option 
 

As crazy as it may seem, this time last season we were waiting for the ground to dry out to start planting! 
This season, time is slowly evaporating, along with planting moisture for so many crop options. 
  

With January early February the optimal planting window for mungbeans in Southern Queensland, the 
chance of getting a mungbean crop in the ground has more certainty than many other crop options.  
 

Last season we learnt that planting in Southern Queensland in February lengthened the time the 
mungbeans took to mature and, although frosts were a factor, it was the cool temperatures in general 
that seemed to be more detrimental to yield and quality.  Mungbeans mature in 93 days with optimal 
heat units, however, last season many crops were stretched out to 120+ days due to the cooler, wet 
weather. The same can be said for Central Queensland crops planted in March. Some crops on the Central 
Highland were slow to ripen in the cool finish and stretched out to be harvested 120+ days after planting. 
While this was not ideal, they were still harvested. 
 

No two seasons are ever the same and the warm start to this year suggests it will be quite a different 
season which will be certainly of benefit to late planted mungbeans. 
 

With hectare contracts on mungbeans currently available at good prices……just add water! 

 

Navy Beans – from strength to strength 
 

Demand for Navy Beans is strong at present with $1100/t Fixed Price Hectare Contracts available. Navy 
Beans are a quick growing crop (12 – 14 weeks) that may suit a range of cropping rotations.  
 

Autumn Navy Beans can be planted in February in most growing regions and some growers have found 
the cooler growing season to boost yields and quality.  
 

With good soil nutrition and irrigation, an above average yield of Navy Beans is achievable, particularly 
now that the new variety, Arwon, is commercially available. If you have had success growing green beans, 
soybeans or mungbeans in the past, a February planted Navy Bean crop may be right up your alley! 
 

Contact Andrew McDonald on 0409 622 318 or Judy Plath (Wide Bay) on 0407 114 748 for more 
information. Contact Lee Moller on 0407 034 321 for seed enquiries for Mungbeans or Navy Beans. 
 

Canadian Nuffield Scholar & soybean grower, Blake Vince, will be visiting Queensland in 
February. He will be speaking at a meeting in the Wide Bay, TBA. Contact Judy Plath if 
you’d like to attend on 0407 114 748. 



 

 



 

 
 

We’ve all heard the adage ‘plant soybeans shallow’ or ‘plant into moisture’ -  the hot, dry start to the   
2012/13 soybean season has really demonstrated just how important that advice is………. 

 
This season several soybean growers throughout Queensland have reported poor crop emergence, 
uneven emergence and, unfortunately, crop failure in some cases. There are a number of factors to 
consider, but high soil temperatures, soil conditions and poor soil moisture are often to blame.  
 
MOISTURE: Information collated from the 2012 drought in the USA found that if a soil is completely dry, 
 then the soybean seed will sit in the soil and wait for moisture. Unfortunately even during dry 
 times the soil usually has some moisture, resulting in partial swelling of the seed. A soybean seed 
 needs half its weight in moisture to germinate - if there is just enough moisture to swell the seed, 
 but not enough to complete the germination process, it will not emerge. 
 
SOIL CONDITIONS: Soils that crust or pack hard will physically hinder emergence and also result in less 
 soil moisture because of less pore space.  Wider row spacings assist with seedling emergence in 
 crusted soils as the seeds are closer together within the row. Therefore, the seeds exert more 
 upward force (per metre of row) and basically help each other to emerge.  
 

TEMPERATURE: US Research indicates the ideal SOIL temperature for soybean germination is 25C 

 (optimal range is 20-30C). When SOIL temperature rises to 34.5C germination will be inhibited.  
 

 

High Temperatures Inhibit Soybean Germination 

Key Tips for Successful Soybean Germination:- 
 

 Ideally, plant into moisture, rather than irrigating the soybeans up 

 Plant as shallow as practical (20 – 30 mm) with soil moisture available - maximum 40 mm 

 Plant very shallow in soils that are prone to crusting or setting hard, ESPECIALLY, if you 

may need to irrigate the soybeans up 

 If possible, avoid planting in extreme soil temperatures, below 34C preferably 

 Soybeans are very forgiving …..ONCE they are out of the ground! Put careful thought into 

planting to ensure they emerge and then they’ll cope with just about anything! 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 

The Bean Growers Australia Accumulation Team has a variety of roles, focused on providing a quality 
service to growers and resellers in the pulse industry. Who are we? 
 
Andrew Zerner, Accumulation & Quality Control Officer actively strives to improve the overall quality of 
our products, the efficiencies of our systems and satisfaction of our customers. Andrew McDonald 
(Macca), Accumulation Manager, oversees the operations of the Accumulation team and liaises with 
growers throughout Australia, as well as our end-user customers. Lee Moller is our Seed Production 
Coordinator and actively liaises with Bean Growers Australia seed producers, oversees Bean Growers 
Australia trials and works with resellers to supply quality seed year round. Pam Ley is the Grower 
Payments Coordinator for Bean Growers Australia and ensures the efficient payment of growers, in 
accordance with our grower contract payment policy. Judy Plath works part-time in the Wide Bay area 
liaising with growers (especially on soybeans) and managing on-farm trials. 

 

Andrew Z & Pam 4162 1100; Macca 0409 622 318; Lee 0407 034 021; Judy 0407 114 748 

Andrew Z 

Pam 

Andrew Mc 

Lee 

Judy 



 

 
 

As hard as we all wished for rain, January has seen hot dry weather and near record temperatures in a 
number of growing regions. With the planting window for cereal crops almost closed there is still time for 
mungbeans, particularly in Central Queensland; a great short season crop. 
 

As Export Manager I am receiving over an inquiry per day from India or China for new crop mungbeans.  
Pricing is strong with current shipment at $900/t delivered Kingaroy for Processing quality and the market 
is not showing any sign of dropping in the near term. 

 
Seed stocks for all crops are good and we are really seeing the 
quality benefits of our reinvigorated seed program. Our goal is 
to produce good quality seed, because we understand your 
success starts with our seed. 
 

We are very excited about our most recent Navy Bean Contract with SPC Ardmona (SPC), with pricing to 
the grower remaining constant. SPC have been very supportive of the Australian Navy Bean industry, and 
will purchase the major portion of their Navy Beans from Bean Growers Australia this year. SPC’s passion 
has seen the reinvention of one of Australia’s staple foods. Personally, I am a fan of the Bean Bar (like a 
sausage roll with baked beans filling) which is now available in convenience stores & service stations.  
 

Congratulations to Jack Gibbs, our new Warehouse Coordinator, who has been with us for 18 months and 
was successful against 35 other applicants. Congratulations also to Luke Worrall who has been promoted 
to Production Supervisor after 2 years with BGA. Luke will be of great assistance to Production Foreman, 
Peter Carstairs, and Operations Manager, Brian Size. 
 

I have my money on a decent break to the season in the last week of January and a good late season bean 
crop. Be sure to contact one of our talented team with your enquiry.  
 

Lloyd Neilsen  – Managing Director 

Managing Director’s Report – 
February 2013 

“Our goal is to produce good 

quality seed, because we 

understand your success starts 

with our seed”. 


