






Breaking “Idols:”!
The Way to !

Make Real Change!
!

Exodus 32





Real, positive life change happens 
when idols are broken by 

getting to know Jesus better.



Exodus 32:1-14!
(p. 140, pew Bible)

Michelangelo, 
Sistine Chapel



1.  The root of all sin is idolatry.



Idols?  What idols?
In Ezekiel 3, God says about elders of Israel, “These men 
have set up their idols in their hearts.”  Like us, the elders 
must have responded to this charge, “Idols? What idols? I 
don’t see any idols.”  God was saying that the human heart 
takes good things like a successful career, love, material 
possessions, even family, and turns them into ultimate 
things. Our hearts deify them as the center of our lives, 
because, we think, they can give us significance and 
security, safety and fulfillment, if we attain them. 

Tim Keller, 
Counterfeit Gods



Idolatry

To who or what do you look for life-sustaining stability, 
security, and acceptance?  What do you really want and 
expect [out of life]?  What would [really] make you 
happy?  What would make you an acceptable person?  
Where do you look for power and success?  These 
questions or similar ones tease out whether we serve God 
or idols. 

David Powlison, 
Idols of the Heart and Vanity Fair



Idolatry

“…rather than God.”



Idolatry—the underlying problem 
with the human heart

What happened was this: People knew God perfectly well, 
but they didn’t treat him like God… It wasn’t long before 
they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy 
inside and out. And all this because they traded the true 
God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made 
instead of the God who made them. 

Romans 1:21,24-25, 
The Message



The first (fundamental) commandments

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no 
other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not 
worship them or serve them. 

Exodus 20:2-5, 
NRSV



Idolatry—the reason for sin

Idolatry is always the reason we ever do anything wrong.  
Why do we fail to love or keep promises or live 
unselfishly? There is something you feel you must have to 
be happy, something that is more important to your heart 
than God himself. 

Tim Keller, 
Counterfeit Gods



1.  The root of all sin is idolatry.



2.  Idolatry is complicated, but 
basically comes from losing sight 

of who God really is.



Idolatry is complicated

Idolatry is a problem both rooted deeply in the human 
heart and powerfully impinging on us from our social 
environment. 

David Powlison, 
Idols of the Heart and Vanity Fair



God had revealed Himself to Israel…

Ruler of Creation 
Rescuer of His people 
Judge of evil 
Promise Keeper 
Almighty Protector 
Faithful Provider 
Unerring Guide



…but God had been forgotten…

And [Aaron] received the gold from their hand and 
fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. 
And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw this, he 
built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and 
said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 

Exodus 32:4-5



…because Moses the mediator forgotten.

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together 
to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go 
before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become 
of him.” 

Exodus 32:1



2.  Idolatry is complicated, but 
basically comes from losing sight 

of who God really is.



3.  We conquer our idols 
by first identifying them, and  

then interacting with our Mediator, 
Jesus Christ.



How can I identify my idols?

What do you daydream about?                                    
“Your religion is what you do with your solitude.” 

Archbishop William Temple 
!
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How can I identify my idols?

What do you daydream about? 
!

Where do you spend your money?                                  
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

Matthew 6:21 
!

!
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How can I identify my idols?

What do you daydream about? 
!

Where do you spend your money? 
!

How do you respond when your prayers go unanswered 
and your best plans are frustrated? 



How can I identify my idols?
What do you daydream about? 

!

Where do you spend your money? 
!

How do you respond when your prayers go unanswered 
and your best plans are frustrated? 

!

What is behind your most extreme emotions (strong fear, 
despair, anger, etc.)?



Who is our Mediator?

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 

1 Timothy 2:5 
!

Therefore [Jesus] is the mediator of a new covenant, so that 
those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance. 

Hebrews 9:15



Getting to know our Mediator, Jesus

Scripture (reading, study, meditation) 
!

Prayer (conversation—both speaking and 
listening) 

!

Worship



To understand who God is, get to know Jesus.

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
John 14:9 

!

[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God. 
Colossians 1:15



3.  We conquer our idols 
by first identifying them, and  

then interacting with our Mediator, 
Jesus Christ.



In getting to know better 
our Mediator, Jesus Christ, 

we better see who God really is, 
and in the process, 

idols are broken and sin is prevented.



Real, positive life change 
happens when we 

get to know Jesus better.


