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Faith in the Lord’s promises 
is the way to blessing.

Faith in the Lord’s promises 
is the way to freedom from  

failure, worry, and needless trouble.

Last 3 weeks…

God tests and grows my faith when 
He calls me to trust and obey Him, 

no matter what.



God gives His Blessing of Sonship 
to whomever He chooses, 

regardless of how undeserving they are.



Genesis 27:1-38 
p. 53, pew Bible



God decided whom He would bless 
before Jacob & Esau ever did anything

—before they were even born.



“Rebekah [Isaac’s] wife conceived… So 
she went to inquire of the LORD. And the 
LORD said to her, ‘Two nations are in 
your womb, and two peoples from within 
you shall be divided; the one shall be 
stronger than the other, the older shall 
serve the younger.’”  (Genesis 25:21–23)

Prophetic Announcement



“When Rebekah had conceived children by 
one man, our forefather Isaac, though they 
were not yet born and had done nothing 
either good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose of election might continue, not 
because of works but because of Him who 
calls— she was told, ‘The older will serve 
the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, 
but Esau I hated.’”  (Romans 9:10–13)

God’s Sovereign Choice



God’s decision of whom to bless 
was not based on who deserved it— 

all four are broken sinners.



Isaac: rebels against God’s decree, selfish 
Rebekah: manipulative and deceptive 
Esau: disparages God’s covenant, violent 
Jacob: opportunistic, unprincipled, deceptive 
!

All were broken sinners; 
none deserved to be blessed by God, 

especially Jacob.



The Blessing is 
the discernment and encouragement of 

who I am uniquely created to be, 
by the person most important to me.



“Then [Esau] said, ‘Have you not reserved a 
blessing for me?’ Isaac answered and said to 
Esau, ‘Behold, I have made him lord over 
you, and all his brothers I have given to him 
for servants, and with grain and wine I have 
sustained him. What then can I do for you, my 
son?’”  (Genesis 27:36–37)

Unique Blessing



Each of us needs the Blessing.



“As soon as Esau heard the words of his 
father, he cried out with an exceedingly great 
and bitter cry and said to his father, ‘Bless me, 
even me also, O my father!’” (Genesis 27:34)

The Need



I often try to acquire the Blessing 
by dressing up as someone I’m not…



I may dress up by… 
!

…trying to hide my flaws and weaknesses. 
…choosing a career for status or approval, 
    rather than by gifts and passion. 
…favoring relationships with appealing or 
    powerful people. 
…doing whatever I think will gain my 
    parents’ approval. 
…pretending to be a perfect Christian 
    without problems/struggles. 



I often try to acquire the Blessing 
by dressing up as someone I’m not… 

!

but it seldom works—because I know 
the Blessing belongs to the dress-up 

character, not to me.



I receive the Blessing of the Firstborn 
not by birth or effort or dress-up, 

but only by being in Christ by faith.



“[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the 
Firstborn of all creation.” (Colossians 1:15)

Christ: The True Firstborn



We are “…the assembly of the firstborn who 
are enrolled in heaven…”  (Hebrews 12:23)  
!

“See what kind of love the Father has given to 
us, that we should be called children of God; 
and so we are.”  (1 John 3:1) 

Christians: All Firstborn Children



“You have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God.” 
(Romans 8:15–16) 
!

“The Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 
from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.’” (Luke 3:22)

Experiencing the Blessing



God gives His Blessing of Sonship 
to whomever He chooses, 

regardless of how undeserving they are.


