
Has a command or calling from God 
ever seemed too costly to you?



Costly Faith 
Genesis 22





What the Gospel Means for You
You can admit the truth about yourself… 

your sin is greater and 
you are more broken  

than you ever dared to imagine. 
!

But you also have God’s grace to rely upon… 
so by faith in Jesus Christ, 

you are more forgiven and loved 
than you ever dared to dream.



Faith in the Lord’s promises 
is the way to blessing.

Faith in the Lord’s promises 
is the way to freedom from  

failure, worry, and needless trouble.

Last 2 weeks…



God tests and grows my faith when 
He calls me to trust and obey Him, 

no matter what.



Genesis 22:1-19 
p. 44, pew Bible



God tests my faith 
by calling me to obey Him 

even when obedience is costly.



“After these things God tested Abraham and 
said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I 
am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.’”   (Genesis 22:1-2)

The Call



“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going. By faith 
he went to live in the land of promise… 
For he was looking forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose designer and 
builder is God.”   (Hebrews 11:8–10)

Abraham’s First Call



“We realize the call of God when we see that 
without God, there are no foundations—not 
intellectual, not psychological, not moral.  
The world gives us no foundations.” 

Rev. Tim Keller



God grows my faith by stripping away 
my human “foundations” so that 

I learn He is all I need.



“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet 
trials of various kinds, for you know that the 
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing…Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which 
God has promised to those who love him.” 
(James	  1:2–4,12)

Testing Bears Fruit



If trials (suffering) are required, 
God suffers more than I do.





“Abraham said, ‘God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.’” 
(Genesis	  22:8)

God’s Sacrifice



We can trust God’s commands 
and His promises: 

He is both holy and loving.



Legalists focus on God’s commands, 
His holiness, and His justice. 

!

Relativists focus on God’s promises, 
His love, and His grace.



“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, 
offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only 
son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall 
your offspring be named.’ He considered that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead, 
from which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back.”   (Hebrews 11:17–19)

Command vs. Promise



God is both… 
holy and loving… 

just and merciful… 
a God of command 

and God of promise. 
!

They come together 
in the cross.





Now I know that you love me, seeing 
you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.



God tests and grows my faith when 
He calls me to trust and obey Him, 

no matter what.


