


Who am I? 
How will I support myself (and family)? 

Will I be successful? 
What’s my plan for the future? 

What should I do?





What the Gospel Means for You
You can admit the truth about yourself… 

your sin is greater and 
you are more broken  

than you ever dared to imagine. 
!

But you also have God’s grace to rely upon… 
so in Jesus Christ, 

you are more forgiven and loved 
than you ever dared to dream.



The people of God, 
who are in Christ by faith, 

are heirs to the Covenant blessing: 
!

“I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:2-3)

Last week… Covenant Blessing



Faith in God’s promises 
is the way to His blessing.



Relying on the Lord brings freedom!



Genesis 16:1-16 
p. 35, pew Bible



Genesis 16:1-16 
p. 35, pew Bible

Genesis 21:1-3,10-20 
p. 43, pew Bible



The Bible is not a book 
of stories about morality and virtue, 

with heroes we must emulate. 
!

The Bible is a book about the Gospel, 
where God intervenes in the lives 
of self-centered, unworthy people  
to offer them grace upon grace. 



“Now Sarai was barren; she had no 
child.”  (Genesis 11:30) 
!

“Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him 
no children. She had a female Egyptian 
servant whose name was Hagar. And Sarai 
said to Abram, ‘Behold now, the LORD has 
prevented me from bearing children. Go in 
to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain 
children by her.’”  (Genesis 16:1–2)

Sarah



Sarah



Relying on the Lord for identity 
brings freedom from failure.



“The angel of the LORD said to her, ‘Return to 
your mistress and submit to her.’”(Gen. 16:9) 
!

“The angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, ‘What troubles you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice 
of the boy where he is. Up! Lift up the boy, and 
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make 
him into a great nation.’ Then God opened her 
eyes, and she saw a well of water.”  (Gen. 
21:17-19)

Hagar



Hagar



Relying on the Lord for 
protection and provision 

brings freedom from worry.



“And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.” 
(Genesis 16:2) 
!

“And to Adam [God] said, ‘Because you 
have listened to the voice of your wife…’” 
(Genesis 3:17)

Abraham



Abraham



Relying on the Lord for guidance 
brings freedom from needless trouble.



“So, brothers, we are not children of the 
slave but of the free woman. For freedom 
Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.” (Galatians 4:31 - 5:1)

Freedom



Relying on the Lord brings freedom!


