
“The doctrine of justification is this, 
that we are pronounced righteous 
and are saved solely by faith in 
Christ, and without works.” 

Martin Luther

Response of Duke George of Saxony: 
“That is a great doctrine to die by, 

but a lousy one to live with!”



An end to worrying. 
!

Healing from some wounds. 
!

To stop some things I keep doing. 
!

A fuller, more significant life.

What I want from  
my spiritual life now…



Faith in God’s promises 
is the way to His blessing.





What the Gospel Means for You

Your sin is greater and 
you are more broken  

than you ever dared to imagine. 
!

But in Jesus Christ, 
you are more forgiven and loved 
than you ever dared to dream.



“Then [the people of Babel] said, “Come, let 
us build ourselves a city and a tower with its 
top in the heavens, and let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the 
face of the whole earth.” 

Genesis	  11:4

Last week…



“Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from 
your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.’” 

Genesis	  12:1-‐3



What the people of Babel wanted 
(great name, great nation) 

but were unable to accomplish themselves, 
God promised to give to Abraham. 

!

Why? 
!

So that “all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.”





“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
went to live in the land of promise.” 

Hebrews	  11:8-‐9



“Faith demands a ruthless abandonment 
of the past.” 

Prof.	  Bruce	  Waltke



Genesis 15:1-6 
“After these things the word of the LORD 
came to Abram in a vision: ‘Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall 
be very great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord 
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 
of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a 
member of my household will be my heir.’



“And behold, the word of the LORD came 
to him: ‘This man shall not be your heir; 
your very own son shall be your heir.’ And 
he brought him outside and said, ‘Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if 
you are able to number them.’ Then he said 
to him, ‘So shall your offspring be. And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to 
him as righteousness.”



Apostle Paul (to Romans): 
“That is why it depends on faith, in order 
that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his offspring… In hope 
[Abraham] believed against hope, that he 
should become the father of many nations, 
as he had been told, ‘So shall your 
offspring be.’ He did not weaken in faith 
when he considered his own body, which



“was as good as dead (since he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered 
the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No 
unbelief made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he 
had promised. That is why his faith was 
‘counted to him as righteousness.’” 

Romans	  4:16,18–22



Genesis 15:7-10 
“And [God] said to him, ‘I am the LORD 
who brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.’ 
But he said, ‘O Lord GOD, how am I to 
know that I shall possess it?’ He said to him, 
‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female 
goat three years old, a ram three years old, a 
turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he 
brought him all these, cut them in half, and 
laid each half over against the other.’”





Genesis 15:12,17-18 
“As the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell on Abram… When the sun had gone 
down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire 
pot and a flaming torch passed between 
these pieces. On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your 
offspring I give this land.’”



How do you and I participate in the  
covenant blessings promised to Abraham?



Apostle Paul (to Galatians): 
“Know then that it is those of faith who are 
the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you 
shall all the nations be blessed.’ So then, 
those who are of faith are blessed along 
with Abraham, the man of faith.” 

Galatians	  3:7–9



“Now the promises were made to Abraham 
and to his offspring. It does not say, ‘And 
to offsprings,’ referring to many, but 
referring to one, ‘And to your offspring,’ 
who is Christ… In Christ Jesus you are all 
sons of God, through faith… And if you are 
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to promise.” 

Galatians	  3:16,26,29
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The people of God, united by faith and  
in Christ, are heirs to the Covenant 
blessing: 
!

“I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you and make your name great, 
so that you will be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Covenant Blessing



So if you want…
An end to worrying. 
Healing from some wounds. 
To stop some things you keep doing. 
A fuller, more significant life. 
!

Look not to your own efforts, 
but place your faith in God’s promises. 
!

He will protect and care for you, 
heal you, conquer your sin, 
and give you a fuller, more significant life, 
so that you can be a blessing to others.



Faith in God’s promises 
is the way to His blessing.


