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ST THERESE NATIONAL OFFICE

Cause of Venerable Louis and Zelie Martin
Parents of St Thérèse



1.	Monsignor Bernard Lagoutte, Rector of Lisieux Shrine, contacted us yesterday to say:

a)	the beatification process for Venerable Louis and Zelie Martin was completed on Tuesday, 15 April 2008.

b)	the information will be official and public only when the Holy Father signs the decree, probably towards the end of July.

c)	The cure of baby Pietro Scrillero was unanimously recognized by the Vatican Medical Commission as being beyond the bounds of medical science on 17th January 2008.

d)	The cure was unanimously recognized by the Vatican Theological Commission as a miracle on St Patrick’s Day
2008!!

e)	The final act, that, the Consistory of Cardinals and Bishops met in Rome on Tuesday, April ~ 5th 2008 and unanimously approved everything described above, thus the successful completion of the process.

f)	Cardinal Saraiva Martins, Prefect of the Causes of Saints, will be the guest Prelate in Alencon and Lisieux on July 12th and 13th for the l50th Anniversary of the Marriage of Louis and Zelie. It is possible that he might say something on that occasion regarding the Beatification.

g)	No date or place has yet been fixed until the Vatican official statement is made later. It could be, and I emphasize, it could
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be either in Lisieux or Rome towards the end of the year. have suggested Mission Sunday.

h)	The Holy Father in Washington yesterday applauded the American Bishops’ objective to restore marriage and the family to its proper place. Needless to say the Beatification of the Venerable Louis and Zelie will be a massive boost and inspiration for the Holy Father’s preoccupation with marriage and the family.

i)	Finally, Monsignor Lagoutte addressing yesterday a meeting of all the pastoral groups involved in the running of the Lisieux Shrines said to applause, “Ireland has led the world in the promotion of the Cause of Venerable Louis and Zelie.” At present they lie in separate graves near the Way of the Cross at the back of the Basilica. At some point before the Beatification, there will be an exhumation. The remains will be transferred to a chosen location in the Basilica and placed together in a single beautiful reliquary which will be the permanent home of Venerable Louis and Zelie until the Resurrection. This permanent home Monsignor Lagoutte has already officially named the Irish Reliquary.

j)	I wish to thank so many people, clerical, religious and lay all the prayer groups and in a very particular way all the Houses of Carmelite Sisters and Carmelite Friars and Fr Brian McKevitt, OP, Editor, “Alive” and author of “A Nest of Saints” who did so much for the Cause.

k)	Our beloved Saint Thérèse did prophetically say, “God gave me a father and mother more worthy of heaven than of earth”. (Letters)

May Saint Thérèse and her beloved parents shower their choicest roses on you all.
J. Linus Ryan. O.Carm.
16 April 2008

