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ARCHITECTURE

A 300-Year-Old Synagogue Comes Back to Life in
Poland
By RUTH ELLEN GRUBER
Published: June 15, 2011

SANOK, POLAND — In the far southeast corner of Poland, the warm
summer air is resounding with the rasp of old-fashioned iron saws
and the satisfying twack-twack-twack of ax blades on wood.

Here, in the foothills of the
Carpathians, an international crew of
master timber craftsmen and students
has been working on an intensely
hands-on project that combines
history, art and education. They are
building a replica of the tall peaked
roof and inner cupola of an ornate
wooden synagogue that stood for 300
years in the town of Gwozdziec, now in Ukraine.

The replica, which will be 85 percent of the original size of
the building, will be installed as one of the key components
of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews, currently
under construction in Warsaw and scheduled to open in
2013.

Its elaborate structure and the intricate painted decoration
on the cupola ceiling will reproduce a form of architectural
and artistic expression that was wiped out in World War II,
when the Nazis put the torch to some 200 wooden
synagogues in Eastern Europe. Many of them, like that in
Gwozdziec, were centuries old and extraordinarily
elaborate, with tiered roofs and richly decorative interior
painting.

The Gwozdziec Synagogue, built in the 17th and 18th
centuries, was a “truly resplendent synagogue that
exemplified a high point in Jewish architectural art and
religious painting,” the architectural historian Thomas C.
Hubka, an expert on the building, has written.

Obama and a
Soldier: 3
Meetings, and a
Lesson in
Resilience

I Have a
Character Issue

Log In With Facebook

MOST E-MAILED MOST VIEWED

Log in to see what your friends are sharing
on nytimes.com. Privacy Policy | What’s
This?

What’s Popular Now 

Advertise on NYTimes.com

1. OP-ED CONTRIBUTOR
I Have a Character Issue

2. Likely to Succeed

3. Tom Christian, Descendant of Bounty
Mutineer, Dies at 77

4. GAIL COLLINS
Where Credit Is Due

5. In Paper War, Flood of Liens Is the
Weapon

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS

Arts
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

ART & DESIGN BOOKS DANCE MOVIES MUSIC TELEVISION THEATER VIDEO GAMES

RECOMMEND

TWITTER

LINKEDIN

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

Subscribe: Digital / Home Delivery Log In  Register Now  Help

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Middle1C&sn2=b55fcf6e/ea5b9a5d&sn1=a0841e58/f829d125&camp=ING_DirectSiteSearch13-1850637-nyt1&ad=DirectSiteSearch12.ROS.FEB.dart88x31&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7326326.2;sz=88x31;pc=nyt202539A325775;ord=2013.08.24.18.29.13?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16A.html','16iht_synagogue16A_html','width=720,height=618,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16A.html','16iht_synagogue16A_html','width=720,height=618,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
https://twitter.com/nytimesarts/nyt-culture/members
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16b.html','16iht_synagogue16b_html','width=720,height=618,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://travel.nytimes.com/travel/guides/europe/poland/overview.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://travel.nytimes.com/travel/guides/art/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/23/us/politics/obama-and-a-soldier-3-meetings-and-a-lesson-in-resilience.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/opinion/i-have-a-character-issue.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/opinion/i-have-a-character-issue.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/opinion/i-have-a-character-issue.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/25/books/review/amanda-ripleys-smartest-kids-in-the-world.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/25/books/review/amanda-ripleys-smartest-kids-in-the-world.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/world/asia/tom-christian-descendant-of-bounty-mutineer-dies-at-77.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/world/asia/tom-christian-descendant-of-bounty-mutineer-dies-at-77.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/opinion/collins-where-credit-is-due.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/opinion/collins-where-credit-is-due.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/us/citizens-without-a-country-wage-battle-with-liens.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/us/citizens-without-a-country-wage-battle-with-liens.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/design/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/dance/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/video-games/index.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBRxNjPsYUtHjDcHY0AG984DwAaTp0YQEzMXLyV3PrfX9CBABINbLhgZQ7JmcjQFgyeb9iISk7A-gAdSMz9cDyAECqAMByAOABKoElQFP0GUXid3pkEi8vlcxMatwUYzKfzEiLowxRqwKBL9nK28p14K1G0LSZoXqJ5sBsShl6_aX9c1QOwfXeAj4KB8jAYm_LON1bSKaqKB5yOMlgc-iSll6BwcUZlUbAsL_ks0y32kXjTiXXLS1RWbXTKRdvPG9PScOfYdomZOEBJ07N7zY3LlmFBHX-GPtGFUlyayCB9sg64gGAaAGAoAHlPOwKA&num=1&cid=5GghrF6gAUktIvcqlO85zU99&sig=AOD64_1TuCtcsAp14swFehd8ftl5NO1G3A&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://carpbybernardo.com/product/1955-caddy
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Frame4A&sn2=b51a2ac8/6ac48b2c&sn1=a518b7b6/e3f5a198&camp=FOX_SEARCHLIGHT_ATJD13-1849319A-nyt5&ad=EnoughSaid_NYT120x60&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fenoughsaid
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Bar1&sn2=c9255824/df4f4e27&sn1=62d6d5df/dfe3efcc&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&ad=bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp5558%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D212502%26adxa%3D333127%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JLHK
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Bar1&sn2=c9255824/df4f4e27&sn1=6eac688f/93560305&camp=nyt2013_bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&ad=bar1_ros_digi_hd_3JLHK_3JL74_Anon&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fnytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F142%3FMediaCode%3DW39AA%26CMP%3D3JL74%26adxc%3D212502%26adxa%3D333127%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JL74
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html


8/24/13 2:32 PMA 300-Year-Old Synagogue Comes Back to Life in Poland - NYTimes.com

Page 2 of 4http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0#

Ruth Ellen Gruber

Timber framers working with logs on
the Polish construction site.

Constructing the replica is a joint project of the museum in
Warsaw and the Handshouse Studio, a Massachusetts-
based nonprofit organization that emphasizes learning by
building, particularly the reconstruction of historical
structures and other objects.

“There are certain things you can learn by making it that
you can’t learn any other way,” said Rick Brown, who
founded and directs Handshouse with his wife, Laura.
“Every time you pick up a tool or start a process or use a

certain material, embedded in that is a very rich, almost unlimited learning experience.”

The Browns conducted years of research on Eastern Europe’s lost wooden synagogues
before embarking on construction of the Gwozdziec replica in Sanok in May. They studied
prewar photographs, drawings and other documentation, built models and made on-site
investigations of wooden churches and other buildings still found in Poland and Ukraine.

While wooden synagogues were destroyed, many towns and villages in this corner of
Poland, and also across the border in Slovakia and Ukraine, still boast fine examples of
wooden folk architecture. Dozens of evocative wooden churches dating back centuries are
clearly signposted, both in Poland and Slovakia, as part of a “wooden architecture trail.”

There are also several impressive masonry synagogues within an easy drive of Sanok. The
18th-century synagogue in Lancut, now a museum, has beautifully restored interior
painting and other decoration. One in Rymanow stood for decades as a ruin but has been
partially rebuilt, with a tall peaked roof now protecting the vigorous but sadly fading
frescoes of Biblical animals and Jerusalem that grace its walls.

In Lesko, the 17th-century synagogue was rebuilt in the 1960s and today houses a gallery
of local arts and crafts. Lesko’s vast Jewish cemetery, just a short walk away, is one of the
oldest in Poland, with massive tombstones dating to the 16th century.

“The Gwozdziec wooden synagogue represents the relationship between Polish vernacular
architecture and Jewish liturgical architecture in one unit,” Mr. Brown explained. “They
literally come together into one, very powerful, cultural statement.”

For the Gwozdziec project, an international team of nearly 30 master craftsmen from the
Timber Framers Guild are being joined by groups of students from Massachusetts College
of Art and Design, where the Browns teach.

Timber framers came from the U.S., Canada, Great Britain, Belgium and Japan to lend
their skills, all on a volunteer basis.

All the work is being carried out using techniques and tools that the builders of the original
synagogue would have used: axes, saws, mallets and other hand-held implements. The aim
is to gain an understanding of just what went into the building of the synagogue and how
its construction would have been envisaged and carried out — and also to lend authenticity
to the replica.

“It brings back the lost story of the synagogue, the town, this culture,” said Patrick
Goguen, a student at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design.

The project is occurring in several stages. Building the timber-framed roof and cupola is
the first stage, running through June. Students and artists will hold workshops this
summer and next summer to reproduce the intricate polychrome painting that adorned
the ceiling of the cupola. These workshops will be held in eight Polish towns in masonry

Go to Complete List » Show My Recommendations

6. DEALBOOK
Obama Says Law School Should Be Two,
Not Three, Years

7. WELL
Looking to Genes for the Secret to
Happiness

8. APP SMART
Learning to Read, With the Help of a Tablet

9. The Deal That Brought Dvorak to New York

10. BELIEFS
A Conservative Catholic Now Backs Same-
Sex Marriage

Bodies on the border
ALSO IN VIDEO »

Gentrify? No! Gentefy? Sí!
Who is Cory Booker?

Ads by Google what's this?

Family History Records
Locate Deceased Relatives With The
Largest Obituary Archive Online!
www.genealogybank.com

4 reasons why Mac is slow
Wondering why your Mac is getting
slow over the time? Learn more now.
macpaw.com/Slow_Mac

World War 2 Photos
Explore Photos of Historical Events
With the Google Cultural Institute.
google.com/culturalinstitute

javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16b.html','16iht_synagogue16b_html','width=720,height=618,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://travel.nytimes.com/travel/guides/architecture/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=6cdf5c59/2bb2aee1&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=6cdf5c59/2bb2aee1&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://nytimes.com/video/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-VRT%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://dealbook.nytimes.com/2013/08/23/obama-says-law-school-should-be-two-years-not-three/?src=me&ref=general
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/23/what-our-genes-reveal-about-true-happiness/?src=me&ref=general
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/08/23/what-our-genes-reveal-about-true-happiness/?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/22/technology/personaltech/learning-to-read-with-the-help-of-a-tablet.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/22/technology/personaltech/learning-to-read-with-the-help-of-a-tablet.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/arts/music/the-deal-that-brought-dvorak-to-new-york.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/arts/music/the-deal-that-brought-dvorak-to-new-york.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/us/a-conservative-catholic-now-backs-same-sex-marriage.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/us/a-conservative-catholic-now-backs-same-sex-marriage.html?src=me&ref=general
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=42636d9e/532ad155&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/08/17/opinion/100000002390527/bodies-on-the-border.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=42636d9e/532ad155&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/08/17/opinion/100000002390527/bodies-on-the-border.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=42636d9e/532ad155&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=42636d9e/532ad155&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/08/17/us/100000002371527/gentrify-no-gentefy-si.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Box1&sn2=f3c96588/df48ce5f&sn1=42636d9e/532ad155&camp=nyt2013_300x250_module_video821_hp_ros_db&ad=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/video/2013/08/14/nyregion/100000002388574/who-is-cory-booker.html%3FWT.mc_id=VI-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M319D-ROS-0813-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click%26WT.mc_c=222201
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts&pos=Middle5&sn2=6e68e216/aafe797a&sn1=1148ce02/34d772c6&camp=nyt2013_300x79_android_ros_3JLYF_ANON&ad=300x79_android_ros_3JLYF_ANON&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fplay%2Egoogle%2Ecom%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom%2Enytimes%2Eandroid%26hl%3Den%26adxc%3D214678%26adxa%3D335889%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html%26pos%3DMiddle5%26campaignId%3D3JLYF
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CY30-jPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBtKQju8C0pSgwUHAjbcBEAEgnPP4ASgDUJfhwtj5_____wFgyeb9iISk7A-gAb-trv8DyAEBqAMBqgSHAU_QsEEZaGKxgXb5lPaT13FjXBL8iHFioy-P0a43mzu_5WsAqzeBfkF4Npv9dRapvNSjUcJTM0e9u9haFDAycrRPYZUJ4aXLRoF4SMFHT1vafgrvw_dFG2qD0wDJv-4HPsmWk5WLTtLFIleLN2-8C03GcdGOkejqcKow5JVLKAUbw0V77YBmF4gGAYAHqdJR&num=1&cid=5Gg2mB5XNCFcW-4Pk2Ze69D5&sig=AOD64_19NccHeA_7cWr469tqqtjxzXzofg&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.genealogybank.com/static/1206ppcadsense.html%3Fs_referrer%3DGBGenealogyAdsense3test%26s_trackval%3DGBGenealogyAdsense3test%26s_siteloc%3Dlandingpage
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CY30-jPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBtKQju8C0pSgwUHAjbcBEAEgnPP4ASgDUJfhwtj5_____wFgyeb9iISk7A-gAb-trv8DyAEBqAMBqgSHAU_QsEEZaGKxgXb5lPaT13FjXBL8iHFioy-P0a43mzu_5WsAqzeBfkF4Npv9dRapvNSjUcJTM0e9u9haFDAycrRPYZUJ4aXLRoF4SMFHT1vafgrvw_dFG2qD0wDJv-4HPsmWk5WLTtLFIleLN2-8C03GcdGOkejqcKow5JVLKAUbw0V77YBmF4gGAYAHqdJR&num=1&cid=5Gg2mB5XNCFcW-4Pk2Ze69D5&sig=AOD64_19NccHeA_7cWr469tqqtjxzXzofg&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.genealogybank.com/static/1206ppcadsense.html%3Fs_referrer%3DGBGenealogyAdsense3test%26s_trackval%3DGBGenealogyAdsense3test%26s_siteloc%3Dlandingpage
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpTuVjPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBsb4jLcD5q7qiVTm3cuPPBACIJzz-AEoA1C16abEBGDJ5v2IhKTsD6ABkvb02gPIAQGoAwGqBI0BT9CwOvBxeIi5xEqajpPXKCNLH-GMeXT-YoPTGeynbqPlb0q-N9l-QSF2jPBoEqGqie5dwBEuRby7xkUSKSx1rQFykw69u8wZgGQRn01YVNx2Av3To0IDLJ_KAV0-7Yb0ypQPD2ekZ3sxddI3iVfV_zCa0FeSGRxxjjDgYL0LBZvDsJjrkagDv2ltkYc_iAYBgAfWiYsl&num=2&cid=5Gg2mB5XNCFcW-4Pk2Ze69D5&sig=AOD64_0JHT2hTDsTlh-04_MlcZ0fq3xm_Q&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://tds.macpaw.com/index.php%3F11%26campaign%3Ddisplay_text_cmm_speedup_dco_us
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CpTuVjPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBsb4jLcD5q7qiVTm3cuPPBACIJzz-AEoA1C16abEBGDJ5v2IhKTsD6ABkvb02gPIAQGoAwGqBI0BT9CwOvBxeIi5xEqajpPXKCNLH-GMeXT-YoPTGeynbqPlb0q-N9l-QSF2jPBoEqGqie5dwBEuRby7xkUSKSx1rQFykw69u8wZgGQRn01YVNx2Av3To0IDLJ_KAV0-7Yb0ypQPD2ekZ3sxddI3iVfV_zCa0FeSGRxxjjDgYL0LBZvDsJjrkagDv2ltkYc_iAYBgAfWiYsl&num=2&cid=5Gg2mB5XNCFcW-4Pk2Ze69D5&sig=AOD64_0JHT2hTDsTlh-04_MlcZ0fq3xm_Q&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://tds.macpaw.com/index.php%3F11%26campaign%3Ddisplay_text_cmm_speedup_dco_us
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyQiVjPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBtLr4N4F2sPuhG_AjbcBEAMgnPP4ASgDUNDbt50GYMnm_YiEpOwPyAEBqAMBqgSBAU_QkDyicXmIucRKmo6T1ygjSx_hjHl0_mKD0xnsp26j5W9KvjfZfkEhdozwaBKhqonuXcARLkW8u8ZFEiksda0BcpMOvbvMGYBkEZ9NWFTcdgL906NCAyyfygElPe3u9cW8DrisTtIWyaE5NoO_0rswUtOKkRkccwow5HW4yc0F5YAHyvG0JQ&num=3&sig=AOD64_1RlEsaIVRmE-cKm5_8TX2nH_xgNQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/exhibit/d-day/gQcirO57%3FprojectId%3Dhistoric-moments%26position%3D0%252C-1
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CyQiVjPsYUqrSGsPf0AGWwoDgBtLr4N4F2sPuhG_AjbcBEAMgnPP4ASgDUNDbt50GYMnm_YiEpOwPyAEBqAMBqgSBAU_QkDyicXmIucRKmo6T1ygjSx_hjHl0_mKD0xnsp26j5W9KvjfZfkEhdozwaBKhqonuXcARLkW8u8ZFEiksda0BcpMOvbvMGYBkEZ9NWFTcdgL906NCAyyfygElPe3u9cW8DrisTtIWyaE5NoO_0rswUtOKkRkccwow5HW4yc0F5YAHyvG0JQ&num=3&sig=AOD64_1RlEsaIVRmE-cKm5_8TX2nH_xgNQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/exhibit/d-day/gQcirO57%3FprojectId%3Dhistoric-moments%26position%3D0%252C-1


8/24/13 2:32 PMA 300-Year-Old Synagogue Comes Back to Life in Poland - NYTimes.com

Page 3 of 4http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/16/arts/16iht-synagogue16.html?_r=0#

A version of this article appeared in print on June 16, 2011, in The International Herald Tribune with the headline: A 300-
Year-Old Synagogue Comes Back to Life in Poland.
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synagogues that still stand.

The timber framing is taking place in a corner of Sanok’s Ethnographic Park, a sprawling
open-air folk-architecture museum that displays wooden buildings — houses, barns,
churches, chapels and even beehives — that have been transferred from a number of
villages in the region.

Here, thick logs are being hewn by hand into flat-sided timbers — a process that can take
two days per log — and then manually sawed into thinner pieces. The components are then
shaped and joined without nails.

“We’re of the cult of woodworkers; our texts are the texts of geometry and are expressed in
the iconography of all the religions of the world,” said Jackson DuBois, from Bellingham,
Washington. “To us, this piece of Jewish culture is about hewing logs. That’s why we’re
using tools of the day.”
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