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House-Passed Spending Bill Would Trigger Future Cuts
in Pell Program
By Kelly Field

Washington

The spending bill for the 2011 fiscal year that the U.S. House of
Representatives passed last week would not only slash Pell Grants in the

short term—it would also reduce spending on the program by $64-
billion over the next decade, according to the Congressional Budget
Office.

That's because the cuts contained in the legislation would trigger a
provision in last year's student-loan-overhaul law that conditions
additional support for the program on Congress's maintaining a
"base" maximum award of $4,860. Under the overhaul, if
lawmakers cut the base below $4,860, the program would become
ineligible for mandatory "add ons" to the maximum starting in
2014.

Cutting the base by $845, to $4,015, as the House bill proposes,
would result in the loss of $870 in mandatory money in 2014.
Taken together, those reductions would cut the maximum award
from the current $5,550 to $4,025, according to an analysis by the
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
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Once again, Congress goes after the most vulnerable. When are we going to tax ourselves appropriately -

especially the top 2% who have benefited so greatly from the booming economy of the last 20 years and

the more recent recession (think bonuses on Wall Street)!
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When the powers that be began to acknowledge the hurt they are causing to the less fortunate.

According to the way people voted in the last election what Congress is doing is okay with the

majority.
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