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Junior college cuts a boon to private
schools
John Lauerman, Bloomberg News

Saturday, January 1, 2011

Kimberly Connacher, a bank teller, tried to get
to Modesto Junior College early enough each
evening to beat about 44 other students to a
seat and avoid having to stand through her
English class.

It was the long, nighttime walk through the community college's jammed parking lots in Modesto
that prompted Connacher to transfer about a year ago from the campus, where she paid about $80
a class, to Apollo Group Inc.'s University of Phoenix, where the cost was more than $1,000. She
took out $12,000 in loans to cover the expense.

"I didn't want to go to school at night, but that was all that was open at Modesto," said Connacher,
now 20, who earns $11 an hour. "The classes were crowded and hard to get into, my teachers
seemed overwhelmed, and that was the last straw."

As state budget cuts lock students out of community college classrooms or force them to stand in
class, for-profit colleges are attracting hundreds of thousands of poor and minority students,
charging as much as 10 times as much for the same degree.

The industry, including Washington Post Co.'s Kaplan University, has tripled enrollment to 1.8
million in the past decade by pouring billions of dollars into marketing and recruiting, offering
flexible online classes and outfitting more-modern campuses while states slash funding for
community colleges. As much as 90 percent of revenue at each for-profit college comes from
federal student aid.

California and Virginia were among states that reduced community college budgets during the past
two years, eliminating courses, capping enrollment and in some cases turning away students.
Working adults, along with low-income and minority students, seek out community colleges
because, unlike traditional four-year undergraduate programs, they offer two-year degrees and job
training.

Community colleges have been inundated with applicants, said Bob Templin, president of
Northern Virginia Community College, based in Annandale, Va. U.S. community college
enrollment rose 17 percent over two years to 8 million in September 2009, according to the
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American Association of Community Colleges in Washington.

"It's been a tsunami," said Templin, whose college's enrollment has grown 13 percent to 72,563
since the 2007-08 school year while state funding for the institution fell 21 percent to about $62
million. "More people are looking for job training because of the recession; more students are
choosing community colleges over traditional colleges because they're more affordable; and we
have more adults looking for career-changing skills."
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