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Global Poem for Change 2013 

Introduction:  

This Skype in the Classroom lesson brings poetry into the classroom in a unique and student 
driven way. It should take approximately 30 minutes and will be largely facilitated by the 
LitWorld staff members on this call. Please read through the lesson plan below, and let us 
know if you have any questions or concerns.  

Materials:  

1. Global Poem for Change worksheet, page 2 of this document 
2. Pens/Pencils 
3. Computer 
4. Skype 
5. Projector/Smartboard 

 
Directions: 

1. The LitWorld team will read aloud from Jeanette Winter’s book Wangari’s Trees of Peace 
about Wangari Mathaai, a Kenyan woman who literally changed the landscape of her 
country through a grassroots campaign involving the women and children of Kenya.  

 
2. During the read aloud, students will jot down words or phrases they hear that stand out to 

them, or that they think are very important. They should write their words in the box 
provided on their worksheet.  

 
3. After the read aloud, students will come together in partner pairs to turn and talk about 

the words they chose to write down and why they chose them.  
 
4. When they are done sharing, students will join their words together to create one line of a 

sudden poem. They shouldn’t use all of the words, just some that they feel truly express 
what they want to say. They can mix words around, repeat words, anything they want, but 
they cannot add any words. Remind students that the line doesn’t need to be very long, 
just one line of a poem.  

 
5. When the groups have completed their lines, go around the room and have each group 

share out their lines one after another, as if they were reading aloud a poem. You will be 
amazed by the results: a beautiful Global Poem for Change! 

 
6. After the Skype video chat, students should write their poem lines on a piece of chart 

paper and you can display the poem in the classroom for Poetry Month and in celebration 
of Earth Day!   
 

7. TECH OPTION: If you would like to add a tech twist to this activity, take your students 
completed lines of the Global Poem for Change and tweet them using the hashtag 
#globalpoem. LitWorld will then take your lines and add them to our Storify Global Poem 
for Change story.  
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Global Poem for Change 

Let’s celebrate Poetry Month and Earth Day by creating a Global Poem for Change!  

Directions: Listen to the read aloud “Wangari’s Trees of Peace” by Jeanette Winter about 
Wangari Mathaai’s mission to change the world. As you listen, write down any world-
changing words you hear, or words that stand out for you.  

My World-Changing Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that you have written down your world changing words, work with your partner to 
creatively combine your words into one line of a poem. After you are done, we will bring 
our lines together to make a Global Poem for Change.  

 

              

              


