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Never Past
ORCHESTRA

2 Flutes (2“d Flute doubles on piccolo)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb (2nd Clarinet doubles on bass clarinet with C extension and on Eb clarinet)
2 Bassoons

2 Trumpets in Bb

2 Horns in F

2 Trombones (both with F triggers)
1 Bass Trombone

2 Percussionists:
Player 1: ride cymbal (can share with Player 2), suspended cymbal, wood blocks (medium and
low)
Player 2: ride cymbal (can share with Player 1), slit drum (2 pitches: high and medium),
vibraphone

Piano

6 First Violins

6 Second Violins

5 Violas

5 Cellos

2 Contrabasses (Player 1 with C extension)

All instruments are notated at sounding pitch (in C). Contrabasses, including the notation of sounding
pitches with harmonics, sound one octave lower. Piccolo sounds one octave higher.

Enclosed numbers accompanying string instrument entrances indicate which player is meant to play. For
example, the individual violists are numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. All string players begin the piece with their
bows down for easier pizzicato playing; they pick them up at Rehearsal J.

All dynamic changes without hairpins are subito unless otherwise indicated.

The natural harmonics notation for the lower partials indicates the string, the tablature for the placement of
the left hand (the diamond notehead), and the resultant sounding pitch (reduced note size). String
indications refer only to the note to which they are immediately attached. The tablature designation shows
the approximate location of the relevant node closest to the nut; the performer may use a different node on
the same string if it will better obtain the designated sounding pitch. Notation for natural harmonics
partials beyond the fifth includes the sounding pitch only. Where natural harmonics are designated natural
harmonics are preferred, but the performer may substitute an artificial harmonic if he or she has difficulty
eliciting the particular natural harmonic indicated.

Approximate Duration: 9 minutes, 45 seconds

Never Past was inspired by a print by Mexican artist Demian Flores Cortés (from his 2005 Defensa
Personal series) depicting a stylized contemporary businessman wrestling with a half-jaguar, half-man
deity from pre-Columbian mythology. Cortés in his art explores the interaction of cultural past and present,
and shows that the past is never really past: we exist always on the verge of escaping history (personal and
collective), but never actually move beyond it.

-David S. Carter
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*Dotted lines in the contrabass parts are phrasing indications.
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