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GGN and Olson Kundig get into the 

furniture business 

 

By LYNN PORTER 
Journal Staff Reporter  
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Gustafson Guthrie Nichol designed this bench, dubbed “Maggie,” 

and a picnic table for one of its projects. Now, in collaboration with 

Landscape Forms, it plans a suite of outdoor furniture.  

When Gustafson Guthrie Nichol did design work for Chicago's 

Millennium Park, it needed just the right outdoor furniture that 

reflected both the contemporary look of the new park and the historic 

nature of the city.  

So the Seattle-based landscape architecture firm designed a bench 
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and a picnic table made of cast aluminum and bent steel.  

Now you, too, can have those pieces — and next year a suite of 

outdoor furniture designed by GGN in collaboration with Landscape 

Forms.  

Last fall, the Michigan company started manufacturing the bench, 

dubbed “Maggie,” and the table, named “Charlie.” They are for sale 

at landscapeforms.com and the suite will be sold there too, said 

Rodrigo Abela, a GGN principal who is overseeing the furniture 

design.  

The full line will be targeted at universities, government agencies 

and institutions, as well as developers and landscape architects.  

Furniture design plays to one of GGN's strengths: understanding how 

people experience outdoor space, Abela said. 

 

Image courtesy Landscape Forms [enlarge] 

The table, named "Charlie"  

Maggie and Charlie are no Walmart specials. She goes for $1,775 to 

$2,195, depending on length and arm options. He can be had for 
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$3,200.  

GGN isn't the only Seattle-area architecture firm getting into product 

lines.  

This year, Olson Kundig Architects plans to launch a line of 

hardware and accessornnedy, co-director of interiors.  

“Until we get through the prototype, we're not going to know the 

extent of the collection,” she said.  

In the past, the Seattle-based practice has designed hardware, 

furniture and fixtures for custom homes. That includes sinks, lighting 

fixtures, containers, tables, bar stools and desks — “any kind of 

furniture piece that you can imagine, we've probably done over the 

years,” Kennedy said.  

OKA's collection will be manufactured locally and marketed online 

to the public as well as architecture professionals. The cost will 

reflect that.  

“If you want to make it available to the general public that tells you 

something about the way it needs to be designed and fabricated,” 

Kennedy said. “You want to make sure that you're not pricing 

yourself out of the market.”  

Another local architecture firm has been in the furnishings business 

for years. Seattle-based Suyama Peterson Deguchi in 2003 opened a 

Belltown store called 3 X 10 that sells furniture, lighting and fixtures, 

including custom fireplace tools, bronze logs, and tables of bent and 

blackened plates of steel. They are designed by the firm and crafted 

by local artisans. 
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The store is at 2326 Second Ave., in a building where Suyama 

Peterson Deguchi has its offices.  

Some high-end designers from around the country frequent the 

establishment.  

“It's not the same type of clientele that Nordstrom would expect,” 

said Partner George Suyama.  

The architects started designing products because they couldn't find 

what they wanted elsewhere, he said. Most of the store's offerings are 

very simple.  

“They're more of a backdrop,” Suyama said. “Philosophically, we 

believe that there's basically too much visual noise in design today, 

and we're trying to quiet things down.”  

Build LLC, a Seattle-based design-build firm specializing in Modern 

cost-effective custom homes, ran into the same situation.  

“It's hard for us to find furniture out there that we like because most 

everything we see out there on the market is over-designed,” said 

Andrew van Leeuwen, Build's lead architect. 
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In 2008, Build formed a subsidiary called Special Projects Division. 

It designs and sells cabinetry and furnishings, including credenzas, 

benches, wine hutches and even a reusable plywood Christmas tree. 
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The furnishings are $450 to $4,800. The cabinet costs vary.  

All are built in-house by David Hentzel, a partner in SPD.  

Cabinet sales have picked up along with the economy, said van 

Leeuwen. “The furniture was never really strong to begin with. We 

just do it because we enjoy doing it.”  

Build uses the products in its own projects, and sells them to the 

public at specialprojectsdivisionllc.com, he said.  

The last 18 months have been economically devastating for 

architects, van Leeuwen said. SPD spent that time making its 

cabinets more cost-effective, he said. “People want the most for the 

dollar.” 
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Architects have designed or made furniture as far back as 

Michelangelo, said Paul Pettigrew, associate professor of architecture 

at the Chicago-based Illinois Institute of Technology. Pettigrew, who 

teaches a class called Architecture and Furniture, said that by the 

early 1900s architects worked with industry to create mass 
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production furniture for upper middle class buyers.  

But it wasn't until the 1950s that the public associated the furniture 

with the architects who designed it, he said, “and today those pieces 

are very much collectors' items.”  

Architects are attracted to furniture design because it gives them 

more control than they usually get with conventional design projects, 

Pettigrew said.  

“Pretty much having your own furniture line — I wouldn't call it the 

Holy Grail — but it's pretty much that for architects,” he said.  

Abela, with GGN, said wading into the furniture biz has been a 

learning experience for his firm. “We usually design parks and plazas 

and things like that.”  
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