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reetings once again to all of our brethren 
throughout the world who have an 
opportunity to read this newsletter.  
Your brothers and sisters from Ghana, 
Togo, Liberia, Burkina Faso, Benin, and 

beyond extend their heartfelt greetings to you as we 
continue to labor in our Lord’s vineyard.  Your 
prayers and support are an encouragement to all 
who love our Lord and have a desire to see the 
gospel spread.  We pray that God continues to bless 
you with health and prosperity as we labor together 
in service of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

A Tribute to Avril Keoughan 
 

During the month of August, we had the 
opportunity to celebrate the life of a wonderful 
sister, friend and coworker for our Lord.  Sister 
Avril Keoughan had a terrible accident after 
attending the graduation at the Tamale Institute of 
Biblical Studies that resulted in her death.  There 
was a time of mourning for our loss, but we now 
want to celebrate her life, and the example that she 
set for all of those who came in contact with her.  
Sister Avril was a Canadian nurse and missionary 
who had worked in the country of Ghana for many 
years.  In addition to administering a Mission Clinic 
for the church of Christ in Kumasi-Ghana, Avril 
also taught basic health care to the students of our 
Bible Colleges.  She had traveled to Tamale to help 
the students at the Tamale Institute of Biblical 
Studies many times during the past two years, and 
they always looked forward to her medical 
instruction.  She had become such a part of the 
Ghanaian culture that she called herself a 
Ghanadian, and planned to spend the rest of her 
days in Ghana.  Her final wish was satisfied when 
she was laid to rest in Kumasi-Ghana on August 27.   

 
 

Throughout the years that I have spent in Ghana, 
Avril had become a very close friend to me, and I 
have had the opportunity to spend much time with 
her and her Ghanaian church family in Kumasi.  We 
have worked together on mobile clinics in northern 
Ghana where we combined evangelism with the 
distribution of free medical care and drugs to those 
in need.  She was not afraid to travel throughout 
West Africa or to work in the villages.  It would be 
difficult to count the number of people that she has 
helped or influenced with either her medical skills 
or her life.  She was a wonderful example to 
Christians everywhere, especially to women 
interested in working in the mission field. 
 

It is our prayer that the works that Avril had been 
involved with over the years will continue to 
prosper after her departure.  We pray that women all 
over the world will see her life as a Christian 
example that they can continue to follow.  There is 
much work that needs to be done in the Lord’s 
Kingdom.  Let us each take up the challenge that 
our dear sister Avril has laid at our feet and 
continue to labor diligently in her absence until our 
Lord comes to take us home also!!    
 

Let not your heart be troubled;  
you believe in God, believe also in Me.   

"In My Father's house are many mansions; 
if it were not so, I would have told you.  

I go to prepare a place for you.   
"And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come again  
and receive you to Myself;  

that where I am, there you may be also.  
(John 14:1-3) 
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The French World in West Africa 
 

The work in the French speaking portion of West 
Africa continues to need our prayers, and support.  
During the month of July, a seminar was held in the 
city of Lome in Togo for many of the French speaking 
preachers and Christians.  Many of these preachers 
have been trained in the country of Benin at a 
preaching school that is directed by a Ghanaian named 
George Akpalbi.  This is a wonderful example of how 
Ghanaians are having an impact on the growth of the 
church far beyond the borders of Ghana.  A 
congregation of the Lord’s church located in Benton 
Kentucky oversees this preaching school, and some 
members of that congregation were present at the 
seminar in Togo.  It was a great opportunity for many 
of us to gather together and discuss the work in the 
French speaking world.  Let us keep the school, the 
preachers, and all of those who need to hear the gospel 
of Jesus Christ in our prayers. 
 

The Bible Schools in Ghana  
 

There continues to be a significant need for trained 
leaders and preachers throughout Ghana and West 
Africa.  Many have a desire to take advantage of the 
training available at the Tamale Institute of Biblical 
Studies and the West Coast School of Preaching in 
Takoradi.  However, this requires support for each 
additional student that varies from $100 to $150 per 
person depending upon the location for supplies, food, 
lodging, etc.  There are other needs for fixed assets 
such as beds, roof repairs, computers, and the funds to 
finish the building in Tamale.  We need books to build 
up the libraries of each of the schools, and materials 
and tracts that we can hand out to the students and use 
for evangelism.  We can only continue to offer this 
Bible training with your assistance.  If you can help in 
any special way or with any special needs then please 
let us know!   
 

Reporting in the USA 
 

I have already called or written many of you to set up 
appointments over the next couple of months.  I am 
looking forward to seeing you all, and telling you 
about the wonderful works taking place throughout 
West Africa.  If you know of other congregations that 
may want to become involved with this work, then 
please let me know.  All of us working together will 
make a difference!!  
 
 
 

 

Bear Valley Bible Institute Website 
 

I would like to remind you that more frequent reports 
for the schools of preaching where I am working are 
now being posted to the Bear Valley website.  You 
can see these reports at this web address:  
 
http://www.wetrainpreachers.com/why-extension-
schools/ 
 
If you go to this web address, you will find links on 
the right side of the page for the schools in Tamale, 
Takoradi, and Togo in West Africa.  You will also 
find specific links for each school on the left side of 
the page along with a link for my previous reports.  
 

Financial Support 
 

We want to thank all of the supporters for their 
contributions to this exciting work in West Africa.  
Without you, this effort would not be possible.   
 
All checks need to be made out to: 
  
Mountain Home church of Christ 
For: West Africa Mission 
 

And mailed to: 
 

Mountain Home church of Christ 
380 North College Street 
Mountain Home, AR  72653 
 

Any questions can be directed to the church office at  
870-425-4330.  
 

Or you can contact Steven Ashcraft at: 
 

Email:       samtnhome@yahoo.com 
U.S. Cell Phone:         971-270-8535 
U.S. Message Phone:  870-425-4330 
Ghana Cell Phone:      233-24-614-6022 
 

Please email Steven if you would like to receive this 
newsletter with photos by email. 
 

Thanks So Much, 
With Christian Love 
 
 
 
 

Steven Ashcraft 
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Avril Keoughan 
 

 
 
Our sister Avril presents an award 
Bible to a recent graduate of the 
Tamale Institute of Biblical Studies.   
 
 
 

 
 
The clinic in Kumasi is in the same 
location as the Bomso church of 
Christ and Ghana Bible College 
(GBC).  Avril attended worship 
services at Bomso, and taught 
Primary Health Care at GBC. 

 
 

 
 
The above is a picture of the clinic in 
Kumasi where Avril had worked for 
many years.  She will be missed in 
many places. 
 
 

 
 
Sister Avril had been teaching our 
students Primary Health Care at 
TIBS.  She was teaching her last 
class on the day of her accident. 
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Avril Keoughan 
 

 
 
The funeral for Avril Keoughan was 
held in Kumasi on August 26 to 28.  
Most Ghanaian funerals are a three 
day event. 
 
 

 
 
My wife Karen (here at the funeral) 
had become good friends with Avril 
in only a very short time.  Sister 
Avril was an easy person to love. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Everyone was given an opportunity 
to say goodbye to our dear friend 
and sister Avril. 
 
 
 

 
 
Avril was buried behind the Bomso 
church of Christ building in 
Kumasi.  She loved the people of 
Ghana, and wanted to spend the rest 
of her days there. 
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Avril’s Funeral 
 

 
 
The brethren in Tamale were given 
an opportunity to give a tribute to 
sister Avril at the funeral.  In this 
picture, brother Adjei Mensah is 
speaking on our behalf. 
 
 

 
 
Brother Daniel Ampadu Asiamah, 
the director of the West Coast 
School of Preaching, preached the 
Sunday morning sermon following 
the funeral.  

 
 

 
 
Kwame and Joyce Oppong are seen 
here dancing at the funeral for sister 
Avril.  A funeral in Ghana is a 
combination of mourning and a 
celebration. 
 
 

 
 
Dancing is an important part of 
Ghanaian funerals.  We know that 
Avril was smiling when some of us 
stood up to dance. 
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Tamale Institute of Biblical Studies 
 

 
 
The Greenbrier church of Christ 
donated new Bibles for each of the 
students at the Tamale Institute this 
year.  Brother Baah is seen here 
distributing those Bibles.   
 

 
 
We are continuing to collect used 
laptops, and laptop bags to be 
refurbished and used in the work in 
West Africa.  If you have an old 
laptop that is XP based or later, 
someone can definitely use it. 

 
 

 
 
With your help, the roof, ceilings, 
and walls are all up for the new 
building in Tamale.  We still need to 
finish the plastering, painting, 
windows, doors, plumbing, etc. 
 

 
 
Brother Baah, the director and an 
instructor at TIBS, is shown here 
teaching students the “Life of 
Christ.”  
 
 



  
 Page 7                           A work of the church of Christ                      July - August  2011 
 

West Coast School of Preaching 
 

 
 
We continue to try to build up the 
libraries at the schools.  Here we are 
presenting numerous books to 
Daniel Ampadu Asiamah for the 
library at the West Coast School of 
Preaching in Takoradi-Ghana. 
 

 
 
The dormitory building at the West 
Coast School of Preaching 
(WCSOP) is currently in need of 
numerous repairs.   
 

 
 

 
 
This is a photo of some of the 
students in class at the West Coast 
School of Preaching. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The bumper sticker on the back of 
the WCSOP van says “Where God is 
NOT Anything is Permitted.”  We 
need God’s influence everywhere. 
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The French Work 
 

 
 
A seminar was held at the Nukafu 
church of Christ located in Lome, 
Togo at the beginning of July 4, 
2011. 
 
 

 
 
Brother George Akpabli, the 
Ghanaian director of a preaching 
school in Benin, answers questions 
at the recent seminar in Lome, Togo.  
The school in Benin has trained 
many French speaking preachers. 

 
 

 
 
Brother Ed Jones, an elder at the 
Benton church of Christ in 
Kentucky, speaks at the seminar 
held in Lome, the capital city of 
Togo. 
 

 
 
The meeting in Lome was an 
opportunity for many French 
speaking preachers and their 
families throughout West Africa to 
have fellowship with each other. 
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Other Pictures 
 

 
 
Sign language is being taught to the 
advanced class at the Bible school 
located in Cape Coast Ghana.  This 
is a weekend program designed for 
members who cannot attend a full 
time program. 
 

 
 
Brother Cephas who is the principal 
of the Bear Valley Bible Institute 
school located in Kpalime, Togo is 
seen here with his daughter and 
wife. 

 
 

 
 
Keith Kasarjian from Bear Valley 
Bible Institute of Denver visited the 
school in Cape Coast, and had lunch 
with the preacher of the 
congregation at Chapel Hill that 
oversees the Bible School there. 
 

 
 
The landscape in northern Ghana 
and Togo is covered with mosques 
which are a constant reminder of the 
need to continue to preach the 
gospel of our dear Lord.  
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A Few Children 
 

 
 
I thought you may want to see a few 
of the children that crossed my path 
throughout West Africa in the last 
few months. 
 
 
 

 
 
Many of the images that move me to 
take a photo are where the children 
are taking care of their brothers and 
sisters.   
 

 
 

 
 
Another child is on her way to fetch 
some water.  We should thank God 
every day for the water that is piped 
into our homes. 
 
 
 

 
 
The children in West Africa are 
always interested in what is going on 
around them.  They are ready to 
listen to whatever you have to tell 
them.  


