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     The Catholic University of America Press is pleased to announce publication of The Perspective of the 
Acting Person: Essays in the Renewal of Thomistic Moral Philosophy by Martin Rhonheimer.

    The Perspective of the Acting Person introduces readers to one of the most important and provocative 
thinkers in contemporary moral philosophy. In this collection of essays Martin Rhonheimer examines 
the central themes of natural law, moral action, and virtue emphasized by John Paul II’s 1993 encyclical 
Veritatis Splendor. Rhonheimer’s work follows the general direction taken by the encyclical through 
an almost unprecedented rigor of philosophical argumentation and level of engagement with both 
European and American scholarship. 

     Rhonheimer argues extensively, from the texts of Aquinas, against aspects of more traditional 
interpretations of the Angelic Doctor. He maintains that their deficiencies helped precipitate both the 
postconciliar crisis in moral theology and the rise of revisionist approaches.  He addresses not only the 
central topics of natural law and moral action but also the reasonableness of Christian morality, the 
relation between nature and reason, and that between metaphysics and ethics. All are considered from 
the distinctively moral perspective of the agent. Rhonheimer also responds to critics of both Veritatis 
Splendor and his own work and critiques works by revisionist moral theologians.

     The collection focuses on Rhonheimer’s fundamental ethical theory, establishing the theoretical 
bases for his more applied works in areas such as sexual ethics, political philosophy, social ethics, and 
medical ethics. A detailed introduction by William F. Murphy, Jr., sketches Rhonheimer’s intellectual 
biography and the development of his thought, and summarizes key content from the essays.  Finally, a 
detailed bibliography of Rhonheimer’s work is included, which further enhances the volume’s value to 
moral philosophers and theologians. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
     Martin Rhonheimer is professor of ethics and political philosophy at the Pontifical University of the 
Holy Cross in Rome. His publications include a dozen books, several of which have been translated 
into multiple languages. His Natural Law and Practical Reason was the first of his books to be made 
available in English. William F. Murphy, Jr. is associate professor of moral theology at the Pontifical 
College Josephinum and editor of the Josephinum Journal of Theology. 
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PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

“The recent rediscovery of the perspective of the acting person is one of the most decisive advances for moral 
theology, which allows the resolution of many aporias of modern ethics. We should be thankful to William 
Murphy for this collection: Rhonheimer is a master and a necessary point of reference for rereading in this fresh 
and comprehensive perspective the ‘Common Doctor’ of Catholic theology, St. Thomas Aquinas.”—Msgr. Livio 
Melina, President and Professor of Moral Theology, Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and 
Family, Rome

“Murphy introduces Rhonheimer to Anglo-American ethicists by way of judicious samples of his work, astutely 
contextualized for ethicists of all persuasions. The key to the work lies in articulating a virtue-centered conception 
of morality from the first-person perspective of the acting person who perceives goods to be pursued and acts 
freely through reason and will. By reading Aristotle and Aquinas in critical engagement with prevailing ethical 
stances, underlying conundrums of ethics, classical and modern, emerge into clearer light.”—David B. Burrell, 
C.S.C., Hesburgh Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and Theology, University of Notre Dame

“Rhonheimer has taken his place as one of the more significant moralists writing in the post conciliar period. His 
reasoning, reflecting closely the rationale of the decisive paragraph 78 of Veritatis Splendor, avoids weaknesses that 
characterize both the neo-Thomistic manualists of the first half of the 20th century and more recent revisionists. 
Murphy has done a great service to students and scholars of moral philosophy and theology in the English 
speaking world by bringing out this collection of Rhonheimer’s most significant essays in fundamental moral 
theory.”—E. Christian Brugger, Senior Fellow, The Westchester Institute for Ethics and the Human Person

CONTENTS:
Introduction by William F. Murphy Jr.
1. Is Christian Morality Reasonable? Onthe Difference between Secular and Christian Humanism
2. Norm-Ethics, Moral Rationality, and the Virtues: What's Wrong with Consequentialism?
3. "Intrinsically Evil Acts" and the Moral Viewpoint: Clarifying a Central Teaching of Veritatis Splendor
4. Intentional Actions and the Meaning of Object: A Reply to Richard McCormick
5. Practical Reason and the "Naturally Rational": On the Doctrine of the Natural Law as a Principle of
        Praxis in Thomas Aquinas
6. The Moral Significance of Pre-Rational Nature in Aquinas: A Reply to Jean Porter (and Stanley Hauerwas)
7. The Cognitive Structure of the Natural Law and the Truth of Subjectivity
8. The Perspective of the Acting Person and the Nature of Practical Reason: The "Object of the Human Act" in
        Thomistic Anthropology of Action
9. Practical Reason and the Truth of Subjectivity: The Self-Experience of the Moral Subject at the Roots of 
        Metaphysics and Anthropology
10. Review of Jean Porter's Nature as Reason: A Thomistic Theory of the Natural Law
Bibliography
Index

THE CATHOlIC UNIVERSITy OF AMERICA PRESS
620 MICHIGAN AVENUE NE, WASHINGTON, DC 20064

REVIEW COPy REqUESTS:  Please send your request on letterhead to Beth Benevides, Marketing Manager, CUA Press, 
620 Michigan Avenue N.E., Washington, DC  20064.  Or call (202) 319-5052; fax (202) 319-4985. Email: benevides@cua.edu

ORDERS:  CUA Press, c/o Hopkins Fulfillment Service, P.O. Box 50370, Baltimore, MD  21211. 1-800-537-5487.

IN CANADA:  Scholarly Book Services, 127 Portland Street, 3rd Floor, Toronto, Ontario M5V 2N4.
Tel (416) 504-6545, toll-free (800) 847-9736; fax (416) 504-0641, (800) 220-9895.

IN EUROPE AND THE  UK:  The Eurospan Group, 3 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London WC2E 8LU, England.  
Tel 44 (20) 7240-0856; fax 44 (20) 7379-0609. www.eurospanonline.com


