New book on the divine simplicity
In his maturity, St. Thomas arrived at the conclusion that reflecting upon the divine simplicity; that is, the absence of any real composition in God, is the most effective means to begin to understand the mystery surrounding the Christian God as the unity of the common essence of the three persons. […]

St. Thomas` reflection on the simplicity of God sets into motion, from the perspective of the intelligence of faith, the only appropriate instrument for this case: metaphysics; which in term, contributes to the development and fine tuning of the perspective. While trying to achieve a better understanding of God`s transcendence in the world, Aquinas is forced to scrutinize with great accuracy the metaphysic structures of the entity being created. At the core of this entity stands out the perfection of the act of being (esse) that ensures the bond between the Creator and its creatures.

Father Juan José Herrera O.P., as a true follower of Aquinas, has preferred with great courage to focus on the essential by offering, for the first time in Spanish, an integral and thorough commentary of the third question of the Prima pars. For this purpose, he implemented all the methodological resources pertaining to historical doctrine criticism in a university-level research witnessing a plethora of information.
In the first section, focused mainly on the historical aspect, Father Herrera contextualizes the third question by outlining the history of the problem of the divine simplicity in Latin theology, updating the sources - both distant and close - of St. Thomas´ reflection and measuring the impact of Greco-Arab philosophy on Aquinas´ reflection. In the second section, more focused on doctrine, he gathered with precision and clarity the theoretical elements that allow for a better understanding of the critical points of St. Thomas´ teaching on the divine simplicity. This sound erudition is never lost in the unimportant but further contributes to the understanding of Aquinas´ metaphysic and theological thinking. Following this rich commentary step by step, will help the reader encounter a precise, solid and rich knowledge about St. Thomas´ thinking on this essential question.

 Some philosophers of the analytical tradition fail in applying in a strict way the logical rules of human language to St. Thomas´ discourse about God without taking into account neither its theological context nor its metaphysic foundations; thus, preventing a correct reading of St. Thomas´ texts. Father Herrera´s merit of confronting the objections that the contemporary analytical philosophers – avid of philosophical theology – pose on the subject of the divine simplicity is not minor. He arrives at the wise conclusion that the misunderstanding is radical and it´s originated in the very core: How and according to which methods and categories must Aquinas be read if we want to truly understand him? This book confirms explicitly that the historical-doctrinal method is unavoidable (fragment taken from Fr. Serge-Thomas Bonino´s O.P.  Preface)
