
A Balancing Act of Faith

In October, 2006, there was a terrible shooting tragedy in an Amish 
schoolhouse in nearby Lancaster, Pa.  It was not only shocking, it 
was too close to home. Some parents in the Fairville Friends 
community began to demand that our school always be locked 
down, and the then-Head of School conceded. My older daughter 
attended FFS at the time, and I was here often – and at odd hours 
– helping out as we parents do. While my daughter did not know 
about the shooting (not appropriate for a 4 year old!), she did 
notice the change in the door being locked, and began to ask 
about it every time we stood on the porch, waiting for someone to 
let us in. “Why Momma? Why are we always locked out? I thought 
everyone was welcome here!” What could I tell her? That some 
people are afraid of bad people coming to her school?  Would she 
then be afraid to play outside in the play yards, where there is no 
protection at all? That “policy” lasted only a few short months – 
largely because the remote potential it had for doing good 
(keeping out a shooter) was outweighed by the negative impact it 
was having on those who actually did come to the school, but also 
because its initial implementation was reactionary and without 
conviction. When a similar tragedy occurred this December and 
the suggestion of a locked front door was again raised, both 
Boards of the school, along with our current Head of School, took 
up the question in a more thorough and thoughtful manner.
 
As a religion Quakerism doesn’t profess to have “the answers” to 
life’s difficulties. Instead what is important are the questions – the 
turning (usually in meditative silence) to the Light within, seeking 
the Truth, and always moving towards the Light. When the 
school’s Board of Trustees met to consider the question of keeping 
the building locked during the school day we used this Quaker 
process in our discussion. When the Board for Quaker Care and 
Concerns met with the same concern before us a week later, our 
first response was even longer silence, and deeper listening. In 
both groups there rose up a great need to hold up our school and 
the actions of the adults in our community as role models for our 
children. We strongly feel that our school’s policies should stem 
from the love and care for our community, and not from the fear of 
the possible. 

We determined that the best decisions in life come from this place 
of love and compassion, while any consuming emotion (but 
particularly fear), often leads to poor judgment. As we teach our 
children that the way to conquer Darkness (fear, anger, adversity) 
is to bring more Light (kindness, understanding, Truth) to bear on 
the situation, so do we need to put our words into action. We know  
the world is not as safe as we would wish – and as a result we are 
a vigilant school community. The adults at this school are always 
thinking of the health and safety of your children. As one Board 
member remarked, “an ever vigilant staff is better protection than 
overconfidence in a procedure which can, at best, only give the 
appearance of security.” It was also clear to us that our decision 
may have been a different one had our school been located in an 
inner-city area, or even right out on the road. Life is full of 
calculated risks, and the truth is, there is no “right” answer that will 
keep all danger at bay. The bottom line, however, is that distrust 
begets distrust; more kindness, stronger relationships, and deeper 
caring is what is called for in the world today.  
 
This may seem like a simplistic description of what was a complex 
thought process, but it reveals a fundamental Truth as we see it. 
As an individual (parent, Trustee, Friend) I struggle with the act of 
balancing faith in my values with the reality of the “darkness” in the 
world on a regular basis. I am sure many of you do, too. As a part 
of the community, this school is a resource for our families. Our 
staff and trustees are receptive and responsive to your questions 
and concerns, particularly as you seek your own Truth, and learn 
how to guide your children along the way. Kennett Friends Meeting 
is another resource, and would welcome parents who wish to 
understand more about Quaker process.

Sarah Kastriner, Clerk, Board of Trustees
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ANNUAL GIVING

At Fairville there are at least 
88 very good reasons to 
give to our Annual Giving 
campaign:  the 88 young 
children that we educate 
each week!  The school 
relies on your donations to 
close the gap between the 
tuition we charge and the 
actual cost of operating the 
school.  Sincere thanks to all 
of our families who have 
already made a donation.

Special Note: This year we 
have received an Annual 
Giving Challenge from a 
generous former Fairville 
Family. The family has 
agreed to donate $1000 to 
our Annual Giving Circle if 
we receive 10 donations of 
any amount from our current 
families between February 
1st and February 15th.  If 
you haven’t already given to 
Annual Giving, please 
consider donating to help us 
meet this challenge. Thank 
you!

We are offering small tokens 
of appreciation to our 
Annual Giving donors. 
Please stop by the office to 
choose your gift!
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Health and Safety at Fairville

In her message Sarah stated that the health and safety of the children in 
our care are priorities at Fairville. Following is an update on several of our 
health and safety practices and procedures: 

Last week our kitchen and school passed a health and safety inspection 
conducted by the Chester County Board of Health. We received 
commendations for the cleanliness of our building and a new operating 
license for the 2013 calendar year. We also reviewed and updated our 
allergy information sheets so they reflect the most current allergy 
information made available to us by parents. Please be sure to let us know 
if there are any changes in your child’s list of allergens; it is just as 
important for us to know when a child has outgrown an allergy as it is for 
us to know when a new allergy has developed. 

Fairville has always had a fire alarm system in place; the system receives 
regular maintenance and equipment updates as needed. Our building is 
also visited annually by the fire inspector to ensure that we are in 
compliance with all fire safety regulations. The staff and I recently 
reviewed and updated our fire safety procedures, planned practice 
building evacuation drills, and added more detailed and specific 
information to our lockdown and emergency evacuation plans. We are 
also researching the possibility of purchasing an emergency alert system so 
we can notify parents quickly in the event of weather or other emergency 
situations.

We continue to supervise children carefully at the school and remind them 
regularly that “only teachers open gates and doors at Fairville.”  Most of 
our doors remain locked during the school day (with the exception of the 
front door and two access doors to the play yards). We have also recently 
been in contact with community representatives from the Ponds of 
Woodward and will be working with them to encourage safe driving 
practices within the confines of the development. 

We thank you for choosing Fairville and invite you to report any health or 
safety issues to us when they arise. By working together we can best care 
for all of the precious children who enjoy working and playing at our 
school!	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Warmly,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sharon
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Special thanks to all our 
bakers for providing yummy 
treats for the staff this month--
well-fed teachers are happy 
teachers!

In the Classrooms.....

Vicki and Liza’s Ladybugs learned all about birds this month.  They 
read about a wide variety of birds, everything from owls to penguins. 
They sang bird songs, painted with feathers and made lovely paper 
birds that the children named. They shared the birds with the rest of 
the school at Meeting for Sharing. At the end of the month the 
Ladybugs began a unit on Community Helpers, starting with doctors.  
Heads and arms were bandaged--and every visitor to the Ladybug 
room received a shot!  Vicki also brought an 8-week-old service dog 
named Magic into the classroom for several days as part of his 
socialization training.  This was a positive experience for both the 
children and the puppy--and fun for the adults too!
Meaghan and Rita’s Ladybugs were happy to be back together after 
winter break.  They got right back into classroom routines, enjoying 
circle times, manipulatives, puzzles, construction materials, and art 
activities.  Later in the month they explored sticky contact paper, first 
taped to the floor then later taped to the window as a backing for 
collage work.  The children all enjoyed the “sticky situation,” 
especially walking on the contact paper without their shoes or socks!

Lots of pattern, number and color matching activities have been 
happening in the Bumblebee room this month as the class tries to stay 
warm in what is proving to be a very cold winter!  The children have 
also been practicing cutting with scissors and reading winter weather 
stories.  The Bumblebees are practicing good hygiene (coughing into 
arms, avoiding sneezing on friends, etc.) and learning about the 
vitamins in the fruits and vegetables we serve for snack.  At the end 
of the month the class began a study of Winter with the “big kids” in 
the Butterfly class. The classes will be reading books together, 
studying hibernating animals, making bird seed feeders and 
experimenting with ice paints.  If they are lucky there will also be 
some snow to explore!

      Summer Camp Registration is 

Coming Soon!

In the middle of the winter, it’s 
hard to believe that the sun and fun 
of Summer Camp are only a few 
months away!  

This year we are offering camp for 
8 weeks of the summer, from June 
3rd to July 26th.  Camp runs from 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm each 
weekday. Campers can register for 
either 3 (TWTh) or 5 (M-F) days 
per week for a cost of $150 
(TWTh) or $200 (M-F) per week. 
20% sibling discounts are 
available; register for 3 weeks, get 
$25 off each additional week.

Camp registration is limited to 40 
campers per week.  Brochures and 
registration forms will be available 
in February.  Sign up early for the 
weeks that best match your 
summer schedule!  Register before 
April 1st and we’ll waive the 
registration fee!

    Events Calendar

  January 31           Registration forms for 2013-14  school year due today

  February 13/14    Fairville Pajama Days--wear your favorite PJ’s to school

  February 15 	        Faculty Inservice--School Closed

  February 18         President’s Day--School Closed

  February 24	        Annual Pasta Dinner at Kennett Friends Meeting 5-7 pm

  February 27	        Book Discussion on Quaker Book of Wisdom 7pm



   

The Fireflies are quite the young naturalists. 
Several of the acorns they planted in the fall 
have grown and the children have been 
observing them and recording their 
observations.  The children note even the most 
minute details in the plants, those that are 
easily overlooked by adults. The class has also 
been exploring materials from a mathematical 
perspective, sorting and counting materials to 
practice one-one correspondence.  They built a 
long road with blocks, then counted and 
estimated the number of blocks used to build 
the road. They also built and measured a pipe 
cleaner line longer than their classroom.  While 
the children think they are just playing, we 
know that they are developing counting, 
measuring and estimating skills as they interact 
with the purposeful materials we offer.

The Grasshoppers decided not to focus on the 
ice and cold of winter and are enjoying a 
tropical island and beach theme instead.  The 
class brainstormed ways to get to an island, 
played in the water table, and had a mini-
sandbox in their classroom.  Treasures (coins, 
shells, etc.) were discovered in the sand, 
adding fun to the exploration.  The 
Grasshoppers have read many beach-related 
books and created many beautiful works of art, 
such as sand splat and colored sand paintings.  
Next they will explore under the surface of the 
water, studying coral reefs, sea creatures and 
more!  I can’t wait to see what sparks their 
interest as they dive beneath the waves!
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In the Classrooms.....continued

The Butterflies are our resident paleontologists and 
enjoyed a recent exploration of dinosaurs.  The 
children played with dinosaur puzzles and games, 
read dinosaur books, played with dinosaur figures, 
worked on a dig, and made dinosaur eggs out of 
paper mache’ and dinosaur skeletons out of different 
shapes of pasta. At our recent Meeting for Sharing 
the Butterflies shared a paper “dream quilt” that they 
made after reading about Martin Luther King, Jr. It 
wasn’t surprising that some of the children dreamed 
that they would become paleontologists when they 
grew up!  At the end of the month the Butterflies 
began a cross-classroom study of Winter with their 
friends in the Bumblebee class.  It will be fun 
observing these younger and older students working 
together!

   
The Kindergarten class has been busy this month 
working on their individual woodland animal projects.  
Each child chose an animal to study, asked questions 
about their animal and then worked with a teacher to 
look through non-fiction reading materials to find the 
answers to their questions and to make “All About” 
books. The class will have a publishing party this week 
to share their books with their families.

Kindergarten also studied MUD during the warm and 
soggy days we had during early January and SNOW 
and ICE during the cold and frigid days that followed. 
They read Mrs. Wishy Washy, then practiced spelling 
words that are in the story and made their own muddy 
drawings with captions.  They did several science 
experiments, including freezing water in bottles to see 
what would happen as the water froze and then 
melted. They also experimented with ice and salt.

Fairville Friends School	                	 	 	 	 	 	 610-388-1268
216 Pond View                      
Chadds Ford, PA  19317          	 	 	 	 	 	 www.fairvillefriends.org

http://www.fairvillefriends.org
http://www.fairvillefriends.org

