
By Connie Bransilver
Naples

T he unique ecosystem of the Ev-
erglades is an endless source 
of awe and fascination, but the 
human story is equally dra-
matic, and deeply interwoven 

with the wild and scenic mystique of the 
Everglades. 

Native Americans, Gladesmen, sci-
entists, photographers, public servants, 
ranchers, hunters and others have all con-
tributed to the survival of this majestic 
but once-reviled wilderness. 

As a portrait artist, my husband, Nich-
olas Petrucci, saw these living heroes, 
these Guardians of the Everglades, as 
magnificent subjects for 10 6-by-4-foot 
classical oil portraits. 

I, as a conservation photographer and 
explorer, am adding impressionist-style 

8-by-4-foot loosely hang-
ing banners of endangered 
species to the exhibition, 
suggesting their ephemeral 
nature.

The first Guardian 
painted by Petrucci, land-
scape photographer Clyde 
Butcher, enthusiastically 
embraced the idea of a mu-
seum exhibit that featured 

Petrucci’s Old Masters-style portraits and 
my banners and o!ered to contribute his 
detailed landscape photographs to frame 
the exhibit.

The idea needed a bigger audience 
for the unique world treasure that is the 
Everglades and the stories of under-rec-
ognized heroes who work to preserve it.  
Wildlife film icon Chris Palmer and his 
colleague, Sandy Cannon-Brown, profes-
sors of environmental film at American 
University, were the perfect partners.

Guardians of the Everglades is a work 
in progress. The full exhibition, an hour-
long documentary film, an online educa-
tional webinar and virtual museum tour, 
and a co!ee table-type book featuring 
each of the portraits, stories about the 
work of each of the Guardians, and the 
vision of each of the artists are all due for 
release in the fall of 2013. For now, a five-
minute trailer summarizes the project 
at www.GuardiansoftheEverglades.com.  

These Guardians have amazing stories 
to tell. The others are Miccosukee Chief 
Bu!alo Tiger, preservationist Franklin 
Adams, statesmen Nathaniel Reed and 
former Sen. Bob Graham, scientist Dr. 

Hilary Swain, Corkscrew Sanctuary Di-
rector Emeritus Ed Carlson, panther bi-
ologist Deborah Jansen, and tracker Roy 
McBride and his hounds.

All these men and women, from di!er-
ent walks of life, have made a di!erence.  

It is important to tell their stories to 
inspire others to contribute their own 
individual talents to preserve the great-
est masterpiece of all, the Everglades, for 
future generations.

Each portrait, each banner, each land-
scape has a unique emotional impact.

Several previews have been held, and 
arrangements are in progress for the for-
mal unveiling of the portraits of Jansen 
and Carlson at Naples venues this fall.

The message is inescapable: The Ev-
erglades ecosystem is unique, necessary 
for our health and should be preserved. 

For more information: www.Guardian-
softheEverglades.com
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The object of Deborah Jansen’s affections, 
from her portrait in progress.

Portrait of Franklin Adams

How the portraits and banners come together at a preview in Avon Park.

Guardians of the Everglades
 ! Exhibit features portraits of men and women 

who contributed to ecosystem’s preservation

The message is inescapable: The Everglades 
ecosystem is unique, necessary for our health 
and should be preserved. 
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By Kevin Dolan
Naples

Neighbors helping neighbors.
That is what the Cancer Alliance 

of Naples is all about.
We help cancer patients get on with 

their lives while they are fighting for 
their lives.

CAN is devoted to helping low-

income local children, families and 
individuals who are in cancer treat-
ment, by providing financial aid, 
support, education and information 
resources.

We help all eligible cancer patients 
in Collier County, Estero and Bonita 
Springs.

As we celebrate CAN’s 10th year, 
we are asking for your help.

Every summer we struggle to help 
these cancer survivors pay their rent 
and utilities, gas to get to treatment 
and food to sustain them through 
their medical regimen.

Dollars donated to our Courage 
Against Cancer campaign will enable 
us to pay bills through the summer 
and not be forced to once again start 
a waiting list.

That’s right — a waiting list.
Imagine being diagnosed with 

cancer, calling for help to avoid evic-
tion and being told to wait until our 
next fundraising dollars or donations 
come in. CAN does not duplicate the 
services of other local agencies, so lo-
cal options are few for these cancer  
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Together we can make a difference!
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