
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

1 John 3:1

AN EMPHASIS ON CHRISTIAN GIVING



It has been said that giving can be called the language of love. Because of 
God’s continuous love for us in all that he does each and every day, we, 
through faith, respond to that love out of thankfulness. His love compels us 
to respond. All of our Christian giving is transformed into a thank offering 
of love. And, that is the reason why Lavished with Love was written. 

My hope and prayer is that you will find this booklet useful and beneficial in 
your Christian giving. As we go through life, things can become out of bal-
ance. We humans have a tendency to forget things, become much too busy 
and simply get caught up in loving things of this world and living for the 
present. I firmly believe followers of Jesus ought to sit down on a yearly basis 
and contemplate how God has blessed them over the past year. This reflection 
coupled with God’s Word forms the basis and motivation for any response.

We give because He loved us. Nothing more, nothing less. True Christian giving 
does not give to make a budget, to get something in return or to receive recog-
nition. We should not pressure others into giving nor make them feel guilty in 
order to give. Christian giving is all about love, the kind found in and through 
Jesus Christ.

Whether or not we realize it, we all have a plan for determining our giving. 
It is good to regularly reflect upon our plan and thereby evaluate the blessings 
from God. As you go through this process may the love of Jesus be front and 
center. May that same love motivate you in all of your Christian giving.

Blessings, 
Jeffrey Davis 

Cornerstone Stewardship Ministry 
www.joyfulgiving.net 
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OUR NEW LIFE WITH JESUS

Our Treasure
Lavish: very generous or liberal in giving, often extravagantly so; more than enough; 
very abundant. This word is derived from an old French word which means 
“heavy rain.” To lavish means “to shower, like a heavy rain, with gifts.”

We’re stunned when people go beyond 
what is expected. Think of the gener-
ous parents who lavish their children 
with earthly possessions. Or the lov-
ing mother of a newborn who gives an 
indulgent amount of time to her infant. 
Many parents lavish praise on a child 
who excels. Perhaps you can think of 
someone in your life who showered 
you with gifts resulting in a profusion 
of positive memories.

This word also describes what God has done and continues to do for us every 
day. In 1 John 3:1, the writer exclaims,

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are!”

Imagine! Our heavenly Father lavishes his love upon us in such a way that 
we are called his children. What a special relationship he has poured down on 
those whom he loves!

Contemplating this special relationship, name at least four blessings you trea-
sure as a child of God:
 1) 
 2) 
 3)
 4)
Identify at least two blessings you treasure at our church:
 1)
 2)
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THE MINISTRY BLESSINGS OF OUR 
CONGREGATION

The lavishness of God’s love is best seen in the way he shares his Son’s vic-
tory with us. But take a look at the many ways he also works in our church’s 
ministry of touching hearts and changing lives with the gospel. Reflect on 
how God’s people have responded to his grace. As you contemplate what we 
are doing as a group, ask, “Do my offerings reflect my gratitude for God’s 
lavished love? Do they follow these guidelines for responding?”

The gifts that we give to our church are used to share the Word of God to 
strengthen the faith of those who know Jesus or to create faith in those who do 
not know Him. It takes dollars to share God’s Word with others. Those dollars 
are investments for eternity because souls are touched and changed forever.

Please view the informational sheet supplied by your leader to see how our 
offerings have been investments for eternity.

Personal Reflection
How can I respond to the Lord’s lavished love and also to the opportunities 
and challenges that lie before us at our church?
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MY RESPONSE TO BEING  
“LAVISHED WITH LOVE”

The passage below describes additional guidelines for Christian giving. Discuss 
the words that have special meaning for you.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

We who have been “lavished with love” always have reason to respond to the 
grace of God. Knowing that Christian giving ought to flow from a grateful 
heart’s decision, use the following template to calculate an offering amount 
that better reflects your life of thanks.

MY WRITTEN PLAN

Step 1
 $ _______________ ! .10 = $ _______________  
    (annual income)     (a tithe)  

Step 2
 $ _______________ ! 52 = $ _______________  
   (current weekly offerings) (annual offerings)

Step 3
 Annual offerings ÷ annual income ! 100 = $ _______________ 
           (annual giving percentage)

Step 4
 Decide on a new giving percentage 
 “what he has decided in his heart to 
 give” (2 Corinthians 9:7).  $ ______________%

Step 5
 New percentage ÷ 100 ! annual income = $ _______________ 
         (new annual offering amount)

Step 6
 New annual offering amount ÷ 52 = $ _______________ 
        (new weekly offering)

Will we invest our treasures on earth and lose them when we die? Or will  

we invest our treasures in heaven where they will be ours for eternity?  


