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The objective of this research and subsequent training sessions is to promote awareness and 
educate farmers and food manufacturers on the principles of food defense/biosecurity and 
traceability of agricultural commodities and ingredients used in human food production.  
Agriculture has been listed as a potential target for terrorist attacks and methods by which 
biosecurity of our food supplies may be breached. Intentional, as well as unintentional threats 
and attacks can occur in various ways: biological, physical, radiological, chemical or nuclear. 
Agriculture and food are global industries, and a successful attack would be felt worldwide. Food 
defense and traceability plans will evaluate all areas of a business and infrastructure including: 
personnel, incoming ingredients/pesticides/feed, supplies, transportation, processing, 
transportation, and product tracking. Training will be through seminars, supplementary materials, 
and checklists. Many of the areas and points of evaluation in a defense plan may often be 
overlooked or taken for granted under normal day to day operations by employees but can be 
very vulnerable points to food security. Through effective food defense training and education, 
farmers and food manufacturers will be able to better assess all vulnerable points to develop a 
defense plan that is best suited for their operation. Whether problems arise from intentional or 
unintentional means, farmers and food manufacturers need to be prepared to respond quickly and 
efficiently to problems that arise. Food defense starts at the farm level and continues through all 
facets of processing and distribution to the consumer. With proper training and awareness, 
farmers and others throughout the food chain will be better prepared to continue and even 
increase the safety of our food supply.   
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