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4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by human beings but chosen by God and 

precious to him—5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in 

Scripture it says:  

       "See, I lay a stone in Zion,  

       a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

       and the one who trusts in him  

       will never be put to shame."  

1 Peter 2:4-6 
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But Why?! 

It‘s Wednesday/Thursday night (delete as applicable!) It‘s 8pm. Or perhaps more like 

8:05pm. People are arriving for house group. But why?! 

 

It‘s the turn of your house group to serve tea and coffee after the morning service at church 

this Sunday. But why?! 

 

Some members of your house group are helping someone in the group move house next 

week. But why?! 

 

You haven‘t been along to a house group evening meeting for a few weeks now. Someone 

in the group gives you a call to see how you‘re getting on. But why?! 

 

Your group spends time each week studying the Bible and discussing it. But why?! 

 

The International Worker you are linked to as a house group has sent round her latest 

prayer letter and you‘ve been asked to lead an evening of prayer for her in house group. 

But why?! 

 

Over these three sessions, we‘ll be thinking through those questions and many more, as 

together we explore the life of our house group. You may not be aware of this, but the 

vision and values of Cornerstone house groups are based around the key areas of: 

Cultivating quality relationships 

Bible study that applies to our lives 

Commitment to Cornerstone 

We‘ll spend these sessions exploring how each of these aims can be lived out in our house 

group, taking one aim per session. 
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Introduction for Leaders  

Welcome to the Leader‘s Guide for our three sessions that are aimed at helping us and our 

house groups explore and get on board with the vision and values of house groups here at 

Cornerstone.  

So often we can just assume that it‘s the right thing to meet together in house groups, 

because it‘s what we‘ve always done and what everyone else does! Yet if we all have a really 

good grasp of what the life of our house group is all about, and why, then we can trust that 

our group will be growing more effectively as a community of believers.  

I hope that these sessions will help our groups to become more familiar with the vision and 

values of house groups, and also to provide time and space for groups to reflect themselves 

on how the group is going, and what they are contributing to and receiving from the life of 

the group, hence the title ‗envision: exploring the life of our house group.‘   

These notes have been written as a guide for discussion, and I‘ve tried my best to take into 

account the variety that there is between the different groups, but I would strongly 

encourage you to further adapt these sessions as you see fit and as the Holy Spirit 

prompts you to apply it to the unique context of your group.  

I‘ve written some questions to use, and in this Leader‘s Guide I‘ve also included some notes 

as to possible ‗answers‘ or points you might like to ensure are covered/discussed (these are 

written in italicised blue/grey text – depending on whether you have this printed in colour or 

black and white!) 

I hope the material is flexible enough for you to use as you wish – whether that be in 

discussion as a whole group, or sections of discussion in smaller groups and so on. It’s up 

to you to use as you think best.  

Each session is intended to take about 45-60 minutes hour. You may like to extend or 

reduce this as you feel would be appropriate. Please ensure you spend a good chunk of the 

time on the specific application to your group, which is towards the end of each session.  

As I‘ve mentioned before, these sessions are not compulsory as such, but I really would like 

to see the majority of house groups covering this material at some point over this coming 

year. You may like to start with a meal or food of some description. We often find this 

bumps up the numbers of people coming! If you have any questions or comments, do let 

me know. John Russell, Minister in Training, Cornerstone Church, Autumn 2010  
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Vision  and Values of Cornerstone House Groups 

Cornerstone house groups are a place to develop the life of Jesus in us and build the life of 

the church during the week through: 

Cultivating quality relationships... 

 Sharing: life-on-life sharing of experiences, openness 

 Praying: for each other‘s needs and our areas of service 

 Caring: offering practical help, support and encouragement to each other 

Bible study that applies to our lives... 

 At work: in our decision making, service etc 

 At home: how we run our homes and our relationships 

 In our hearts: our personal walk with God, our belief and behaviour  

Commitment to Cornerstone... 

 To its members: concern for other members outside of house group 

 To its ministries: involved in supporting and praying for ministries of Cornerstone 

both here and abroad and in the outreach and witness to the lost   

 To service in its life: involved in serving in an area of ministry  

House groups should be the church in microcosm, but not a substitute for meeting 

together with the whole body of the church on Sunday.  House groups should reflect the 

life of Cornerstone. 
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Cultivating quality relationships... 

 Sharing: life-on-life sharing of experiences 

 Praying: for each other‘s needs and areas of service 

 Caring: offering practical help, support and encouragement to each other 

 

Week One: Cultivating quality relationships 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What are some of the clubs, groups and so on (formal and informal) that we as 

members of the house group are part of in our everyday lives? (You could list these 

on paper, or get people chatting to the person next to them. It‘s also useful for 

finding out what people‘s interests in life are!) : For example: Golf club, ladies’ 

luncheon group, QMC staff, Monday night football, local ramblers, photography 

course... 

 What are some of the hallmarks of how these groups are formed? (by common 

interest, location, employment, etc)   

It‘s tempting for us to think of our house group as just another one of these types of groups 

or clubs. But is that all we are? Or are there things that make our church and our house 

group more than that?  

Read these words from John Stott (you might want to print it out for people/read it a 

couple of times so it sinks in):  

―The church lies at the very centre of the eternal purpose of God. It is not a divine 

afterthought. It is not an accident of history. On the contrary, the church is God‘s new 

community. For his purpose, conceived in a past eternity, being worked out in history, and 

to be perfected in a future eternity, is not just to save isolated individuals and so perpetuate 

our loneliness, but rather to build his church, that is, to call out of the world a people for his 

own glory.‖ 

Our house group is part of something much more special than any other club, group or 

society – and that should profoundly shape the life of our house group.  
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To help us explore this, we‘re going to look at some passages from the Bible that give us an 

insight into the life of the early church. (Perhaps split into smaller groups to look at one or 

more of these and then feedback)  

 For each of these passages, what pictures do we get of what church life was like in 

those early days?  

o Acts 2:42-47 – devoted to apostolic teaching, fellowship, meals, prayer, shared 

life & possessions, met together regularly, were glad & sincere, praised God, 

people were saved... 

o Hebrews 10:19-25 – hold to the faith, think about how to encourage one 

another, spur to love and good deeds, keep meeting together... 

o Colossians 3:12-17 – chosen people, compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

patience, bearing with each other, forgiving, love, peace, one body, thankfulness, 

the message indwelling, teach, admonish, singing, in the name of Jesus...  

o Ephesians 4:29-5:2 – talking, building each other up, get rid of bitterness, rage, 

anger, be kind and compassionate, forgive as God forgave... 

o 1 John 2:3-11 – love for other Christians... 

 

We‘re going to meet four people now (these are fictional people - they are not based on 

anyone we know!), and imagine they were in our house group. Read about each person, 

then discuss, in light of what we‘ve been looking at tonight: (you may like to split into 

smaller group to discuss one person per group then feedback – to do this you may need to 

print out the descriptions)  

 What has this person got right about house group life?  

 What has this person not understood about being part of a church and house group? 

 How could we help and encourage this person change these things in their heart, life, 

and attitude towards house group?  
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Rachel – Rachel joined house group a couple of years ago when she moved to the city, and 

was keen to get to know people. At first she was regularly at house group, but in this last 

year she‘s only really been coming every five or six weeks. She‘s busy with work and she also 

has a very hectic social life and travels to see friends around the country a lot too. She fits in 

house group when she can, but there are lots of competing priorities in her life, and house 

group seems to be rapidly slipping down the list.    

Paul – Paul has retired recently and has been part of the church for quite a few years. He‘s 

very committed to coming to the house group meeting on Wednesday/Thursday (delete as 

appropriate!) evening, being present most weeks. He arrives on the dot at 8pm and leaves 

very promptly at 9:45pm. He contributes to the Bible studies and prays well with the other 

men in the group. However, he never sees people in the group outside of the weekly 

meeting. Some of the other men in the group have got together to meet for breakfast, help 

do some gardening, play some sport, etc, but Paul has never shown any interest in that.  

Jo – Jo is a very vibrant person and loves being part of her house group. Her three best 

friends are all in the group and they have a great time at house group. She enjoys the Bible 

studies and the way the group helps her and others with their family life. There are some 

people in the group that Jo doesn‘t really connect with that well, they don‘t really have the 

same interests and they‘re at a different stage of life. Jo doesn‘t really talk to them much, or 

know them well.  

Bradley – Bradley sees the best part of his house group as being the Bible study each week. 

Though at only an hour long, it‘s not really long enough for him.  He loves being able to 

chat about the Bible passage with people in the group, although he has noticed that he 

knows a lot more than other people and hence needs to do a lot of the talking in the 

studies. It‘s always a bit of a disappointment when the study ends and the group go and 

pray and then eat cake and drink tea. Also, Bradley doesn‘t really bother going to any of the 

social stuff the group does – what‘s the point if they‘re not going to be spending time 

looking at the Bible?  
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Having thought about how these things apply to Jo, Paul, Hannah & Bradley, it‘s time for us 

to explore more directly how they apply to us and our house group.  

 On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being ‗poor‘ and 10 being ‗perfect!‘, where do you think 

our house group sits on the scale for each of the following: 

o Sharing: life-on-life sharing of experiences 

o Praying: for each other‘s needs and areas of service 

o Caring: offering practical help, support and encouragement to each other 

 For each of the areas above: 

o Discuss where you think your house group is on the scale 

o Can you give examples of the above to thank God for? 

o How can we do this more and more in our house group?  

 How can we intentionally and naturally build in time and space in the life of our 

group to cultivate quality relationships?  

At the end of each session, it would be good to leave a few minutes of quiet personal 

reflection for people. You may like to get people to write down (and share for praise/prayer 

only if they want to) these things. 

   

 

 

Personal Reflection 

 2 things that I praise God for in this area of house group life: 

o    

o    

 2 things that I can contribute to this area of house group life: 

o    

o  
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Bible study that applies to our lives... 

 At work: in our decision making, service etc 

 At home: how we run our homes and our relationships 

 In our hearts: our personal walk with God, our belief and behaviour  
 

Week Two: Bible study that applies to our lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Turn to the person next to you and share the best experience you‘ve had of a small 

group Bible study, and the worst experience! (then share some stories with the 

group!) 

 Get various members of the group to read out the following quotes:  

 

―Bible knowledge which fails to make the connection between the gospel and human life is 

at best a form of spiritual self-culture, and at worst a muffling of the demands made by the 

word of God‖ (G Campbell Morgan) 

 

―Boring Bible studies are an abomination.‖ (Marcus Honeysett) 

 

―Too often our desire is to be known as a church with good teaching. But good teaching, 

however engaging and orthodox, counts for nothing. What counts is good Bible learning 

and good Bible action.‖ (Tim Chester & Steve Timmis) 

 

―The Bible is bread to be broken, shared and assimilated. Christians who search into the 

Bible are seeking not knowledge about God but God himself. The hunger that drives them 

is not hunger for facts but for a presence, the presence of the risen living Word of God who 

still looks with compassion on harassed helpless people and breaks bread to feed them.‖  

(G Campbell Morgan) 
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At Cornerstone we are well known for our commitment to the Bible. But do we know why 

this is the case? Why do we look at the Bible together in our house group? Why is it such a 

foundational part of our church life? Would it really matter if it wasn‘t? What makes for a 

really good time of looking at the Bible in our house group? These are the kind of thoughts 

we‘ll be exploring in this session.  

A good place to start is to ask what the Bible says about itself! So we‘ll look at the following 

passages (you might like to split into groups and then feedback) and think: 

 What does this passage tell us about the Bible – its purposes, aims, what it is, etc?  

o Isaiah 55:8-12 – this is a great visual picture here, you could get people to draw 

it!  The imagery is really powerful and shows how God’s Word is sent to help us 

grow and flourish, and that we can have confidence that it achieves God’s 

purposes... 

o 2 Timothy 3:16-17 – Scripture is ‘breathed out’ by God, and teaches us etc, so 

that we’re all equipped for living the life... 

o Hebrews 4:12 – The Bible is alive, active and gets to our hearts. It is not dry, 

dusty and lifeless... 

o 2 Peter 1:12-21 – a reminder of the authentic truth, it is reliable, the prophets 

spoke God’s word as carried along by the Holy Spirit... 

o Colossians 3:16-17 - word indwelling richly, teaching, praising, thankfulness... 

 What then would happen if we did not regularly look at the Bible together in our 

house group?  

In his fictional book, The Screwtape Letters, CS Lewis brilliantly portrays some of the Devil‘s 

schemes in sending trials and temptations along the way of the Christian. The story takes 

the form of a series of letters from a senior demon, Screwtape, to his nephew, a junior 

tempter named Wormwood, so as to advise him on methods of securing the damnation of 

a British man, known only as "the Patient".  

 In a Screwtape Letters style, try writing a letter that would give some top tips and 

techniques as to how our house group could be deviated from having Bible study 

that applies to our lives. (Either write this together or in smaller groups). – For 

example, by still having Bible studies but only ones that are dry and academic, or by 

only looking at our favourite passages, or by not engaging with studies, or by 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damnation#Religious
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disagreeing with God’s word, or by taking it for granted, ....often subtle methods would 

work better against us! 

[LEADER’S NOTE – what we‘re trying to get at here is to help our group think about what it 

would look like not to be fulfilling this vision and value. It‘s all too easy to say that because 

we have a Bible study each week, we can just tick that box. We can‘t assume that just 

because we are doing a Bible study each week we are really living out this vision in all its 

fulness. Doing this letter in this style aims to provoke people to think about this in a slightly 

different way, and to get underneath the surface. Those who are familiar with The Screwtape 

Letters will know how helpful this style can be in helping us in our walk with the Lord. If your 

group are unfamiliar with the book you might need to explain this a bit more – if no one in 

the group has a clue about the book then this bit might be too difficult to do so feel free to 

miss it out! As an alternative, come up with a top 5 ways of avoiding really living out this 

vision and value as a house group] 

 On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being ‗poor‘ and 10 being ‗perfect!‘, where do you think 

our house group sits on the scale for each of the following: 

Bible study that applies to our lives... 

o At work: in our decision making, service etc 

o At home: how we run our homes and our relationships 

o In our hearts: our personal walk with God, our belief and behaviour  

 

 For each of the areas above: 

o Discuss where you think your house group is on the scale 

o Can you give examples of the above to thank God for? 

o How can we do this more and more in our house group?  

 What format of Bible study helps us best? (For example – whole group discussions? 

Splitting into smaller groups? Time for personal reflection? Writing things down? 

DVD based series?) What are our learning styles? How do we get everyone to 

contribute? How do we balance these different preferences in the group? 

 How do we choose what Bible books or topics to look at in House Group? What 

would be helpful for us to look at in the future?  

See overleaf for personal reflection 
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Personal Reflection 

 2 things that I praise God for in this area of house group life: 

o    

o    

 2 things that I can contribute to this area of house group life: 

o    

o  
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Commitment to Cornerstone... 

 To its members: concern for other members outside of house group 

 To its ministries: involved in supporting and praying for ministries of 

Cornerstone both here and abroad and in the outreach and witness to 

the lost   

 To service in its life: involved in serving in an area of ministry  
 

Week Three: Commitment to Cornerstone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What is your favourite Cornerstone memory? It could be moving, challenging, 

encouraging, hilarious – anything! (Either get people to turn to the person next to 

them or just share with the whole group)  

 Get people to read these quotes: 

 

―God will manifest His presence in congregational worship in ways you can never know even 

in the most glorious secret worship. That‘s because you are not only a temple of God as an 

individual, but the Bible also says (and far more often) that Christians collectively are God‘s 

temple... God manifests His presence in different ways to the ―living stones‖ of His temple 

when they are gathered than He does to them when they are apart.‖ (Donald Whitney) 

 

―This is why gathering to worship with other believers in a local church is so irreplaceable. It 

can‘t be substituted with a great personal devotional time, a lively Bible study with friend, a 

meditative nature hike, or a live TV church service. When the church is together to worship 

and to hear God‘s Word preached, nourishment and encouragement occur that can‘t 

happen quite the same anywhere else. Our corporate worship edifies and strengthens us 

and glorifies God in ways nothing else can.‖ (Joshua Harris) 
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We‘re going to take some time to look at the Bible (perhaps split into groups, taking one 

passage each, then feedback): 

 What is the key theme of these passages (don‘t get too bogged down in the specific 

details – look for the central message it‘s getting across)  

o Romans 12:1-13 – worship in life, part of one body, everyone given different 

gifts to use to serve others... 

o 1 Corinthians 12 (skim read this) – everyone given gifts to use, part of one body, 

each with their part to play, the body of Christ... 

o Ephesians 4 – oneness yet also diversity, gifts given, preparing God’s people for 

works of service, one body, built up... 

Cornerstone is a large church, in case we haven‘t noticed! There are around 700 people who 

are part of our church family.  There are many blessings that being part of a large church 

brings, and some challenges.  

One of the ways in which we ‗grow big by growing small‘ is through our house groups. 

These small groups provide a vital network of friendships and fellowship. We like to see 

house groups as real ‗hubs‘ in church life; hubs of service, communication, membership, 

growth, pastoral care, training, equipping, worshipping and so on. 

Split into two groups, each group thinking about one of these questions: 

 Group A – what would be lacking in house group if we weren‘t part of the wider 

church family of Cornerstone? (for example – gathering with a larger group, corporate 

worship, many ministries, wider mission field, global outlook, diversity, strategic, 

established leadership....there’s lots more!)  

 Group B – what would be lacking in Cornerstone if we didn‘t have house groups? (for 

example – sharing lives with one another, closer relationships, accountability, sense of 

family, every member ministry, pastoral care....there’s lots more!) 

As a slightly different way of feeding back to each other, how about doing it in the style of 

‘Just a minute’?! Select one person from Group A and one person from Group B to speak 

for one minute without hesitation, repetition or deviation on: 

 Group A – Why our house group needs the wider church family of Cornerstone 

 Group B – Why our church needs house groups  
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The story of the Bible is the consistent story of God gathering a people (not just individuals) 

to himself, for his glory. In the New Testament, this is often pictured as a body – one body, 

made up of many parts, each doing its role.  

This needs to be true of Cornerstone as a church, and true of our house group – and true of 

the links between the two. Our house group is part of the body of Cornerstone, and we 

need to ensure that we are not disconnected from the body, but are committed to it and 

playing our part!  

 On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being ‗poor‘ and 10 being ‗perfect!‘, where do you think 

our house group sits on the scale for each of the following: 

Commitment to Cornerstone... 

o To its members: concern for other members outside of house group 

o To its ministries: involved in supporting and praying for ministries of 

Cornerstone both here and abroad and in the outreach and witness to the 

lost   

o To service in its life: involved in serving in an area of ministry  

 

 For each of the areas above: 

o Discuss where you think your house group is on the scale 

o Can you give examples of the above to thank God for? 

o How can we do this more and more in our house group?  

 What opportunities do we have to serve together as a house group? For example: 

o On the morning coffee rota 

o DIY/decorating/garden at someone’s home? 

o Fast Food for people in the group that need it? 

o Helping at an event together – e.g. Ignite the Light, School Fun Run... 

 How do we connect with the international workers that we are linked to? 

 How could we make the most of evangelistic events such as Barriers to Belief, Carol 

Services, etc as a house group together?  

 Are we committed to our Cluster Group? Why? Why not?  

 Why do we see the Prayer and Praise week as a week off from house group?!  
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 Give a copy of the Serving Christ at Cornerstone leaflet to each person (copies of 

which were circulated with this material) to think through how the group is/can serve 

individually and together within the life of Cornerstone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Reflection 

 2 things that I praise God for in this area of house group life: 

o    

o    

 2 things that I can contribute to this area of house group life: 

o    

o  
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Conclusion for Leaders 

Let‘s pray that these sessions will have been useful in building up our house groups for 

God‘s glory. At the end of this series, it may be useful for us as leaders to: 

 Spend time reflecting on what we can praise God for in the life of our house group 

 Spend time reflecting on what areas the Holy Spirit may be prompting us to lead 

changes in the life of our house group 

 Consider how we can keep the vision and values central to the life of our house 

group 

 Give me feedback on how things have gone!  

 

Further Reading and Resources 

 3 sermons at Cornerstone in Jan 2009 – God’s New Community: Called to.... 

o Called together (by Colin Webster) 

http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/77-0-18.mp3 

o Called to love (by Pete Brown) 

http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/107-0-20.mp3 

o Called to grow (by John Russell) 

http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/119-0-21.mp3 

 Total Church by Tim Chester & Steve Timmis 

 Stop Dating the Church by Joshua Harris  

 Gospel in Life by Tim Keller  

 God‘s New Community by Graham Beynon 

 The Living Church by John Stott 

http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/77-0-18.mp3
http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/107-0-20.mp3
http://www.cornerstoneuk.org.uk/resources/archive/audio/119-0-21.mp3

