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In a region of boundaries, the Pacific Ocean to the west, the international border to the 
south, the Laguna Mountains to the east and Camp Pendleton to the north, we live in what 
sometimes feels like a geographical island.  This coupled with the fact that San Diego 
County has one of the finest climates in the world will no doubt lead to a long term 
population and economic growth dilemma.  Until recently, space was not an issue and 
development sprawl was the easy answer.  Today, space is becoming “THE” issue as most 
developable land has been spoken for. 
   
So that leads us to, what is the answer?  No growth? Stagnation?  Other communities have 
tried this and failed.  The reality is that progress is a human endeavor and in a capitalist 
democratic society, progress is a must and a reality.  So, if economic growth and progress 
are in our future, population growth is one means of fuel.  Urban growth is happening…now.  
Look at the cranes reappearing all over downtown.  And while downtown’s potential for 
growth has not yet been exhausted, it is only part of the solution.   
 
On February 10, 2004 city council unanimously approved the first five pilot projects for what 
was to become a “City of Villages.”  This coupled with SANDAG’s 2050 Regional 
Transportation Plan and Smart Growth Initiatives, prescribes for the region a city of 
urbanized villages in what are now seen as the suburbs.  This leads us to the topic, “The 
Urbanization of the Suburbs.”  This may strike fear and loathing in some, others may 
welcome or celebrate this.  Regardless, it is coming.   
 
An example is recent development in one neighborhood that was not conceived as a pilot 
village, Mission Valley.  Mission Valley, while not selected by City Council in 2004 as a pilot 
village, is by far the fastest urbanizing neighborhood in San Diego.  With Civita, the 
Qualcomm Stadium conundrum, the San Diego River, and the intersection of four freeways, 
this community has seen its share of change over the last few decades.  Many argue that it 
is an example of what not to do.  We see it as an opportunity to look at mistakes and 
potential solutions.  Such as, in the largest parking lot on the West Coast – at Qualcomm 
Stadium - think of the possibilities, a massive parking lot turned into a village or a park, or 
both.  Or the naturalized river, that the community more or less turns its back on.  An 
activated river with dining, retail, recreation and conservation becoming all part of the river 
experience.  Imagine connectivity, both vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle symbiotic in a truly 
multi-modal environment.  Why not, in Mission Valley? 
 
It is our opinion that while growth in our region must continue for prosperity, and urbanization 
of the suburbs will continue to occur, we need to take a very close look at our successes and 
failures and start planning for the inevitable.  Imagine what we want instead of focusing on 
what we don’t. 


