
 

 

This 6.4 mile walk around the magnificent Bramham Park Estate has been made possible with the 

active support of the owner of the Estate, Nick Lane Fox, with funding from Natural England, as 

part of Defra’s Higher Level Stewardship Scheme. This short guide has been compiled by Martin 

Batt and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.  The walk follows a public footpath, and a new section of 

permissive path back to Bramham.  It can be walked in either direction, but this guide is written 

for those walking clockwise, with numbers referring to points on the accompanying map.  This 

leaflet and the map can be downloaded from the village website, www.thisisbramham.org.uk 

Please keep your dogs under control and close gates behind you.  If you see anything that you 

think the landowner should be aware of, please let the Estate Office know on 01937 846000.   

Note that this route is a footpath, so cyclists may not ride along it.  Please see the website 

www.bramhampark.co.uk for cyclist access arrangements. 

Starting in the Village Square, walk southwards past the former Bay Horse pub towards the Paradise 

Way motorway access road.  As you reach the Village sign at the top of Bowcliffe Road, cross over 

Paradise Way and take the path opposite, alongside the A1(M).  You will eventually emerge at the 

bridge over the motorway.  Turn right, towards Bowcliffe Hall, and just before the car park entrance, 

follow the road down the hill to enter the Park at the white kissing gate. 

http://www.thisisbramham.org.uk/


 

1. The long access road to the Estate lies in 
a valley lined with spectacular beech and 
holly trees, which thrive on the nutrient-
poor magnesian limestone of the Estate.  
Notice the particularly large holly tree on 
your left – probably many hundreds of 
years old. Carry on down the hill until you 
reach a fork, and take the left fork towards 
Wellhill Farm and the Woodyard.  As you 
near the top of the hill, turn right, following 
the public footpath sign, and follow the 
path on through the copse until you emerge 
on to a surfaced estate track. 
 

 
2. As you walk further into the park, Bramham House comes 
into view, nestling on the ridge, and sheltered by enormous 
beech trees.  Look out for typical calcareous grassland 
flowers like meadow cranesbill, Ladies’ bedstraw, 
knapweed, meadow vetch, and if you’re lucky, common 
spotted orchid (right).  
The House dates from 1698, and its nationally famous 
gardens were laid out over the next 30 years by Robert 
Benson, the first Lord Bingley.  Over 300 years later his 
family still own and live in Bramham Park, which has itself 
become famous for the Horse Trials in June and the Leeds 
Festival in August each year. 
 

 

 

These events welcome many thousands of people from all over the UK and Europe, and the income 

they provide is vital to the running of the Estate. Continue through the kissing gates into the Park 

itself.  Shortly you will come to a T-junction in the path.  Turn left, towards the woodland of Black 

Fen, where there are a number of follies, temples and memorials.  These are well worth a look when 

the Estate has an open day, but please keep to the public footpath at other times.   

 

You may well see red kites soaring over the woodland and 
grassland around you.  At least four pairs now breed at 
Bramham – part of one of the most successful re-introduction 
programmes ever. This type of habitat suits them well, and 
their enormous wings and forked tail give them amazing aerial 
manoeuvrability.  3. As you approach the white gates to the 
woodland, turn right. Notice the stately beech trees, with a 
particularly ancient beech at 4. There are also copper beech 
and chestnut trees. Go on towards the restored Round House, 
surrounded by 5. the clever ha-ha, a wall and ditch that keeps 
livestock away from the building without spoiling the view with 
a fence.  There’s a wonderful vista back towards the formal 
gardens, between an avenue of trees, as you reach the Round 
House, which was possibly inspired by William Kent’s Temple 
of Ancient Virtue at Stowe. Carry on past 6. a good mix of 
typical English woodland, with oak, ash, hawthorn, Scots pine 
and hazel. 



As you turn right down into the valley, and start to climb towards the stand of huge beech trees on 

the horizon in front of you, notice the wall of the recently repaired ha-ha protecting the formal 

gardens over on your right.  Turn hard left after the beech trees, following the public footpath sign, 

and go down into the woods.   

7. There is a a good selection of wildflowers along this woodland stretch, known as Jenny Sober 

Plantation.  In summer, you may well see self heal, red campion, creeping cinquefoil, yellow 

pimpernel, ground ivy, wood avens, speedwell, and the wonderfully named Enchanter’s nightshade. 

8. Turn right at the T-junction at the top of the 
rise, and follow the path keeping the woodland 
on your right.  Along this section you will find a 
good selection of wildflowers in the verge, 
including St John’s wort and yellow rattle.   
 
9. Further along, you may well see wild basil and 
black medick with its yellow flowers.  As the 
main track turns right, back into the Estate, carry 
straight on along a narrower path, and join 
Mangrill Lane.  Turn right and head on keeping 
the woodland on your right and open fields to 
the west, on your left. 
 

 

 

 

10.  Mangrill Lane is a well-surfaced track, 
probably a very ancient route towards 
Barwick, and again very good for 
wildflowers, including wild roses.  The 
beech and ash woodland on your right has 
good displays of bluebells in spring. 
 
Carry on right to the end of the lane, and 
where it joins the Thorner Road, turn right 
and follow the road for a short distance 
past the large gates on your right, and 
enter the field through the kissing gate.  
Keep close to the hedge, and as the ground 
rises towards the woodland in front of you, 
you will see another kissing gate on your 
left.  Go through, cross the road and open 
the large blue farm gates, which can be a 
little tricky.  Closing the gates behind you, 
head along the hedge just in front of you, 
down the slope towards the woods. 
 

 

 

 



11. Go through the small gap in the hedge in front of you, turn right along the path, and enter a mix 

of beech, on the slopes, and wet carr woodland in the valley below.  The stream that flows through 

Bramham, Carr Beck, flows along the valley floor, into a man-made lake.  The path leads up a long 

slope towards the Thorner Road.  At the top, by the road, turn left down a steep, rather rough path 

towards the dam that holds the lake in check. 

12.  The lake is a favourite spot for dragonflies 
in summer, and they can often be seen 
hawking over the water for their prey or 
defending their territories against rivals. 
 

  
 
 

 

Cross the dam and go up the steep path to the top, where there is a junction with the bridleway 

towards Thorner.  Turn hard right and head down the path towards a kissing gate.  If there are cattle 

in the field ahead, the gate will be padlocked, and you will need to turn right down towards the 

road, cross the beck using the stepping stones, and turn left up the road towards Bramham.  You will 

be able to re-join the route at the top of the hill, near the entrance to Hope Hall. 

 

If the coast is clear, however, you can go 
through the kissing gate, across the site of 
the abandoned village of Wothersome.  You 
can still see evidence of the former buildings 
of the village in the field.  Go up the slope 
ahead and bear right towards another kissing 
gate situated near the road side of the field.  
Go through, and turn right along the field 
edge, up the hill towards the cottages.  At the 
corner, where there is a road junction, leave 
the field by the kissing gate, cross the road 
and look for another gate into the woods 
opposite. 
 

Go through the woodland (this section is still a little indistinct and rough) and head towards the 

open field ahead of you.  As you emerge, turn left, keeping the woodland margin on your left, and 



head back towards Bramham on this new, much safer, permissive path.  As you pass the North 

Lodge, you will cross another area of wildflower-rich grassland.  Go through the kissing gates, and 

keep on the path towards the village, which soon comes into view across the A1(M).  At the corner 

of the field, find the kissing gate and head across the bridge back into Bramham.  You’ve earned 

yourself a drink (or two) at the Red Lion! 

 

Please let us know of any comments or amendments that would make the path easier to navigate or 

more interesting in terms of wildlife or history.  Contact martin.batt@gmail.com.  Thanks! 

If you enjoyed the walk, why not consider supporting Yorkshire Wildlife Trust – membership costs 

less than the price of a pint or a glass of wine per month!  See www.ywt.org.uk for details, or call 

01904 659570 

 

mailto:martin.batt@gmail.com
http://www.ywt.org.uk/

