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Playground Safety Policy

Planned outdoor environments facilitate creative and constructive play and support the development of children’s physical skills and other developmental milestones. Playground time is an integral part of the program at A Place to Play.

Supervision of children in playground:

· Staff must maintain ratios on the playground at all times

· Staff must be positioned around the playground so that all areas are observed

· Interactions between staff and children should enhance play while also alerting staff to any potential hazards

· Gates to the playground must remain securely closed at all times

A safety log is located in the classroom and includes the following records:

· Playground injury reports: any injuries that occur on the playground must be recorded in the safety log. The persons involved must be recorded as well as the date and time of the incident, the location it occurred, the nature of the injury sustained and the equipment involved (if any). The number of children and adults on the playground must also be recorded

· Daily inspections: the assistant teacher will perform an inspection before children arrive for the morning. A checklist that is affixed to the same clipboard as the sign-in/sign-out sheet should be used to ensure that all areas, equipment and gates are ready for use by the children. The checklist will be signed by staff members. Any area not appropriate for safe use by the children must be reported to the head teacher and should be sectioned or blocked off from the children while awaiting repair

· All reports will be kept on file in the classroom

Responsibility for the safety log inspections:

· The assistant teacher, who sets up the playground each day, will be responsible for completing the daily inspection checklist

· The staff member who is on the playground at the time any injury is sustained by a child will be responsible for completing the playground injury log form. An accident report form will also be completed and signed by the head teacher, the child’s parent or guardian and any other staff member present

The playground safety policy will be reviewed by a Ministry of Child and Youth Services representative (Licensing Specialist) at the time of the annual license renewal visit.

All staff members, as well as co-operative members, must sign the policy annually. A written record of review must be signed by staff members and co-operative members and witnessed by a school representative.
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