
Once Upon A
Destination...

fternoon tea at the 
Palm Court of The 
Ritz, considered 
to be one of the 
finest hotels in 

the world, was the perfect setting for the 
meeting between, Seyi Olusanya of Once 
Upon a Destination, Elizabeth Solaru of 
Elizabeth’s Cake Emporium and Mrs Betty 
Irabor, Publisher and Editor in Chief of 
Genevieve.
The discussion revolved around creating 
an amazing styled shoot for the wedding 
edition of the magazine in honour of the 
10th anniversary of the publication.  
Once Upon a Destination has a reputation 
for planning the most impeccable and 
memorable global events in destinations 
such as London, Dubai, South Africa 
and France. With easy access to the best 
vendors the wedding industry has to offer, 
Seyi set about sourcing some of the best 
venues and a team of experts to help 
make the vision a beautiful reality. 
The Savoy hotel, a British icon since 1889, 
and reopened on 10.10.10 after one of 
London’s most ambitious restorations, 
was chosen for its opulence and grandeur. 
The hotel graciously granted the team 
access to its ballrooms, iconic bars 
and lush bedroom suites, providing the 
perfect backdrop to the many couple and 
bridesmaids shots and delicious looking 
dessert table. 

A
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The breathtaking shoot wonderfully 
captured by the maestro of 
photography,  the incomparable 
Jide Alakija featured wedding gowns 
created by multi award winning 
couturier and silhouette king 
Yemi Osunkoya of Kosibah. The 
dresses included Yemi’s signature 
corsetry, sumptuous fabrics and 
embellishments which the models 
wore with great aplomb. The luxurious 
and versatile bridesmaids dresses 
were from Twobirds Bridesmaid. 
Beautifully styled by Senamin, her 
distinctive use of accessories and 
her ability to match the right dress 
to each model is unsurpassed. The 
handcrafted suits for the groom 
were from exciting designer Kay of 
Indivisualise. He has a  contemporary 
approach to bespoke menswear 
design and tailoring and uses  the 
most luxurious fabrics to create 
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beautifully fitted suits for clients with the most discerning 
tastes.
The models were flawlessly made up by the highly acclaimed  
and award winning Kemi Kings and the meticulous hair 
styling was by celebrity hair stylist Dionne Smith. Both ladies 
worked seamlessly using soft, natural palettes with a hint of 
colour to make the models glimmer and shine. It was a joy 
to watch these true professionals transform each model into 
a stunning beauty.
The Lancaster Ballroom, with its beautiful architecture, 
baroque decor, mirrored walls and glorious paintings was 
the perfect setting for the sophisticated tablescapes styled 
around the pink signature colour of Genevieve magazine. 
The lush flower arrangements by Essential Couture were 
packed tightly with blush, pink and lavender roses, celosia, 
autumn hydrangeas, assorted greenery and teamed 
with rich gold ‘bonsai’ tree accents and hanging candle 
globes. To complement the flowers, Seyi added specially 
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commissioned art deco-style pink and gold stationery 
and beautiful gift boxes from Bola Akinseye of Lovicci, 
rich texturised linen from Over the Top Rentals as 
well as gorgeous crockery and stemware to  create 
an effect that is an ethereal compliment to any 
celebration.
The beautiful dessert bar of delightful treats was 
provided by world renowned cake artist, Elizabeth 
Solaru of Elizabeth’s Cake Emporium. It included pink 
sugar roses and edible jewellery topped cupcakes, 
meringues, baroque-style and heart shaped cookies 
and sweets, cake pops and the most elegant and 
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refined wedding cakes. A little bit 
of whimsy was provided by the 
addition of a bonsai tree of hanging 
sweet treats. The authentic French 
macaroons were kindly supplied by 
Ganache Macaron. 
Overall, the images demonstrate 
how the creative vision of Seyi 
Olusanya  was brought to life. This 
shoot and the team involved, offer 
a little glimpse of the excellent 
service and attention to detail Once 
Upon a Destination offers its select 
clientele!
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The Beach...
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Space Design & Creative Styling: Seyi Olusanya: Once Upon a Destination, www.
onceuponadestination.com Wedding dresses and evening dresses: Yemi Oshunkoya, 
Kosibah, www.kosibah.co.uk Cake, Cupcakes, Cakepops and Sweet tables:   Elizabeth’s 
Cake Emporium, www.elizabethscakeemporium.com Photography: Jide Alakija & Jeffrey 
Osei-Tutu,  Alakija Studios www.alakija.com  Flowers and props: Essential Couture www.
essentialcouture.co.uk Bridesmaids Dresses: Twobirds Bridesmaid www.twobirdsbridesmaid.
co.uk Make-up:  Kemi Kings Imevbore-Uwaga, www.kemikings.com Hair styling:  Dionne 
Smith, www. dionnesmith.com Fashion stylist:  Senamin, olufunkesenamin456@btinternet.com 
Jewelled head dresses, tiaras: Fabledreams, www.fabledreams.co.uk Bridal millinery 
and headpieces: Ms Esther, www.msesther.co Jewellery: Bookola Accessories, bookola@
yahoo.com Videography: Johanna Lawrence & Apos Goris, Urban Cinematography, 
www.urbancinematography.com Venue:  The Savoy, London, www.fairmont.com/savoy 
Stationery and Gift Boxes: Bola Akinseye. LOVICCI, www.lovicci.com Linen: Over the 
Top Rentals, www.overthetoprentals.co.uk Macaron:  Ganache Macaron, www.ganache-macaron.
co.uk  Models:  Gayle Thompson-Igwebike, Lisette, Cherelle and Teju Ibrahim Ice 
Chair Hire 0203 544 8847 icechairhire.co.uk info@icechairhire.co.uk

CreDIt

tHe teAM

THE SAVOY, A 
FAIRMONT MANAGED 

HOTEL
General Information

Overview: The Savoy, one of the world’s iconic hotels originally 
opened in 1889, recently completed the most ambitious hotel 
restoration in British history. The hotel has played host to royalty, 
world leaders and legends of the stage and screen.  It boasts some 
of the most well known bars and restaurants in London including 
the American Bar and Savoy Grill.  Many of the 268 rooms and 
suites offer stunning views over the Thames and the city of London.
Renowned for its glittering parties and glitterati guests throughout 
history, The Savoy has always been, and continues to be, the place 
in London to host the most significant and most memorable of 
events. The Savoy has always placed emphasis on the bespoke 
nature of weddings and events and the impressive rooms and 
spaces allow for any style of occasion, be it an intimate reception in 
one of the six private dining rooms, an a la carte dinner and dance 
for 380 in the famous Lancaster Ballroom, or a unique ceremony 
in a beautiful River View Suite. A civil ceremony, cocktail reception 
and private dinner can also be accommodated in the stately Royal 
Suite, which sits across half of the entire fifth floor of The Savoy with 
a spectacular river view. A partnership with Savoy Pier allows for 
Savoy Weddings to extend beyond the iconic setting within and out 
onto the river to celebrate onboard one of Silverfleet’s luxury river 
yachts hosting up to 500.
Location: Located on the banks of the River Thames, in the heart 
of one of London’s most cosmopolitan areas, The Savoy is ideally 
placed for those travelling on business or pleasure.  World class 
museums, theatres and opera houses are just steps away while the 
City is a short taxi ride from the hotel.   
To enquire about hosting your wedding at The Savoy, please contact 
+44 (0)207 420 2328 +44 (0)207 420 2328 

Address: The Savoy,  Strand, London WC2R 0EU, UK, Tel.  + 
44 (0)20 7836 4343 Fax: + 44 (0)20 7836 2398 Email: savoy@
fairmont.com  www.fairmont.com/savoy

Seyi Olusanya
Seyi Olusanya is the award winning 
Creative Director and brains behind 
Once Upon a Destination. Recognised as 
one of the best in the industry she has 
a reputation for creating breathtaking 
weddings and special celebrations. She 
has organised events globally  and enjoys 
the distinction of having exclusive access 
to royal palaces, 5 star venues, hotels and 
high end stores across the world. With 
past clients including Presidents, royalty, 
celebrities and high net worth individuals.
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Yemi Osunkoya 
Yemi Osunkoya is the creative genius behind the 

multi award winning Kosibah label. His signature use 
of corsetry and boned bodices cleverly recreates the 

classical and elegant hourglass figure, producing gowns 
that curve, shape and flatter the wearer. All gowns 

are made in the Kosibah studios in the UK but Yemi 
makes regular visits to Lagos for scheduled bridal 

consultations. By appointment only.

Jide Alakija 
He is one of the undisputed kings of modern photography. 
He has an engaging and emotive  reportage style and an 
uncanny knack for creating photographic art and images 
that tell really interesting stories and create a lasting 
impression. A favourite with brides and editors, his work 
has been featured in many online and print publications. 
His masterclasses are often sold out and he is a mentor to 
many in the photographic industry. 

  
Elizabeth Solaru
Elizabeth’s Cake Emporium founded by Elizabeth Solaru is 
often called La Belle delle Regina Torte, the Queen of Cakes. 
She has made cakes for royalty and celebrities and her 
sweet delights have been featured in numerous blogs and 
national and international publications.  She has appeared 
on the BBC Good Food Channel and BBC Radio as a cake 
expert and is also a regular on Sky TV being the only three 
times winner of The Great Cake Bake, a show which featured 
the best wedding cake makers in the country. 

Kemi Imevbore-Uwaga
 Kemi Kings Beauty  headed by award winning 
celebrity make-up artist, Kemi Imevbore-Uwaga, is 
a world renowned and very well respected expert in 
the hair and make-up industry. Highly professional 
and based in the UK, her list of clients include the 
who-is-who of the arts and entertainment industry 
and she is regularly flown out to different parts of 
the world to work her magic. She is the make-up 
artist of choice for many brides. 

Dionne Smith 
Dionne Smith hair celebrity and award-winning hairstylist is 

an international phenomenon sought after by the likes of 
Nollywood star Genevieve Nnaji, publications such as OK! 

Magazine, Blackhair Magazine, Black Beauty Magazine and 
hair brands like Dark and Lovely, Organic Roots Stimulator and 

Sleek. Unlike your average stylist, Dionne works her magic on 
weaves, natural hair, wigs, and precise cuts; she does it all. 

Bola Akinseye
 LOVICCI® founded by Bola Akinseye is an exciting 

luxury British stationery and giftware brand. Their 
premium stationery is courted by royal palaces, retail 

buyers, luxury event management companies and 
celebrities worldwide. A press favourite, LOVICCI® 
products facilitate every aspect of celebration from 

breath taking invitations to stylish gift boxes. 

Senamin Savage
 Senamin was founded by Senamin Savage as a result of 
constantly being approached by people who admired her 
personal style. She loves using statement jewellery pieces 
and outfits that flatter and enhance clients’ natural form. She 
has worked with some of the best fashion designers and hair 
and beauty experts.  Her recent foray into bridal styling has 
made her one of the secret weapons in the wedding industry.

Apos & Johanna
We are Apos & Johanna the creative and artistic duo behind 

Urban Cinematography. We have been involved in the 
wedding and fashion industry for more than 10 years. Film 

production is our job but also our passion. We have had the 
pleasure in the past to capture celebrity weddings and film 
royal guests. We are internationally recognised and travel to 

most destinations, the USA & Greece being the most frequent.

Heather Fulker and 
Andy Williams

The Essential Couture team is headed by 
Heather Fulker and Andy Williams with over 

20 years global experience in providing 
wonderful flowers for weddings and events 

at the highest level. Our uniqueness lies 
in our in-house workshops which are 

constantly providing new amazing unique 
props and structures to be dressed with the 

highest quality flowers and fabrics. 

Adekeye Oduneye 
Indivisual Fashion is the brain child of Adekeye 
Oduneye (The designer), who has acquired a 
wealth of experience from working in a variety 
of high fashion stores across the city of London 
such as Harrods, Selfridges, Harvey Nichols, 
John Lewis etc. A degree in Media production 
and popular culture has also given him an eye 
for detail and refined creativity.
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