Troop 54








Whittier, CA


ANNOUNCEMENT

Camelback Backpacking Activity at Joshua Tree

Part 1 Saturday& Sunday March 20-21, 2010

Part 2 Saturday& Sunday April 24-25, 2010

	[image: image1.jpg]



Awarded to those who only complete Part 1 OR Part 2
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Awarded to those who complete both Part 1 AND Part 2


PROPOSED ACTIVITY TYPE:  Two separate overnight High Adventure backpack outings on the California Riding & Hiking Trail at Joshua Tree National Park.  See reverse for hike profiles. This link to Joshua Tree National Park has other background info:  http://www.nps.gov/jotr/index.htm
WHY THIS ACTIVITY IS BEING PLANNED:  This outing is the first of several planned 15-18 mile round trip (7-10 miles per day) overnight backpack outings into wilderness areas this year.  Because of snow in the mountains, we are shifting our initial backpack outings to the desert before it heats up in late April.  Hopefully, we will get to see the wildflowers bloom in the desert.

SIGN-UP's: Signups and Permission Slips will be distributed at the following Troop Meetings OR you can email Mr. Jenkins at jenkinsoffice@yahoo.com ON OR BEFORE the following dates to signup if you are unable to attend these meetings.

For Part 1 Outing – Sign-up Sheet will be at Troop Meeting on Monday February 22, 2010

For Part 2 Outing – Sign-up Sheet will be at Troop Meeting on Monday March 22, 2010

WHO CAN SIGN-UP: Any Scout or Adult Scouter who has gone on a previous High Adventure backpack outing of at least 5 miles or High Adventure 10 mile day hike.  Others should talk to Mr. Jenkins about their experience and desire, but we will be traveling in primitive & remote desert areas.

SCOUT LED ACTIVITY AND PLANNING SCHEDULE:  Beginning with this outing, all future planned High Adventure activities will be organized and led in the field by the Scouts.  They will organize their Patrols; maintain order and discipline from the beginning; determine menu and equipment needs and distribute beforehand to participants; follow the mapped route and determine the course if they feel “lost”.  They will need to be prepared, focused and alert if they want to go. 

Organizational activities for the Part 1 Outing will be conducted at the following Troop Meetings:


March 1 – Permission slips returned, Patrols Organized, Determine Buddies, Duties Assigned


March 8 – Draft Trip Plan Reviewed, Meal Planning, Equipment Needs, Schedule Food Trip

March 15 – Distribute Food and Equipment, inspect clothing and loaded packs of Scouts, determine Transportation Assignments

ASSISTANT ADULT TOUR LEADERS NEEDED:  We will be hiking by Patrols and camping in the desert in separate (but nearby) groups of 15 persons maximum per Park requirements.  Please let Mr. Jenkins know if you are interested assisting with or leading a Patrol.

COST:  To be determined but probably no more than $20.00 per person.

