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B R U H A exhibit: where young Filipino-Canadian women 
retrace and reclaim their cultural lineage through art 

 
TORONTO, April 6, 2012 – In the heart of Kensington Market lies Kapisanan Philippine Centre for Arts 
and Culture: the hub for passionate and creative types. In mid-April 2012, KAPISANAN will hold its 
fourth CLUTCH exhibit, showcasing multi-disciplinary artworks by Charise Aragoza, Renelyn Quinicot, 
Victoria Marie, Victoria Bacnis, Diane Guison, and Maureen Mendoza.  
 

Date: Saturday, April 14, 2012 
Time: 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Location: Kapisanan Philippine Centre for Arts & Culture (167 Augusta Avenue, Toronto, ON 
M5T 2L4) 
Admission: FREE 

 
The exhibit wraps up Kapisanan’s six-month CLUTCH Program for young Filipino-Canadian women. 
This year’s theme is B R U H A,  a retracing and reclaiming of inter-generational name-calling, aiming to 
correct misinterpretations, false impressions, mistranslated stories. 
 
B R U H A will feature visual art, installation, music, photography, performances and more. To make the 
opening reception on April 14 more memorable, the show will especially highlight the premiere of 
musical and dance performances where the CLUTCH participants will channel their inner bruha: 
strong, expressive, and artistically free. The six participants have been working on these pieces for the 
last six months, truly making the premiere performance something not to be missed.  
 
The works by CLUTCH Vol. 4 will be exhibited at KAPISANAN for two weeks following the premiere. 
Gallery hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. until April 28, 2012.   
 
For more information, visit www.kapisanancentre.com or www.facebook.com/kapisanan. 
 
About CLUTCH 
CLUTCH is a free six-month arts-based program for young Filipina women to start a dialogue with 
each other, get mentorship from professional artists within the community, have access to professional 
tools to hone their creativity, define their identity, explore their cultural heritage, and tell their stories 
on their terms. CLUTCH aims to provide hands-on artistic and leadership development, through the 
exploration of cultural identity as the foundation for empowerment. 
 
KAPISANAN would like to acknowledge the generous support from The Ontario Arts Council for this 
project. 
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ABOUT KAPISANAN 

 

• Housed inside Toronto’s Kensington Market district is Kapisanan Philippine Centre for Arts & 
Culture’s 3500 sq ft headquarters.  
 

• We are youth-led incorporated non-profit organization with an inter-generational sphere. Our 
mission is to promote the social and  professional development of Filipino youth, artists, and 
entrepreneurs, using Filipino culture and knowledge-of-self as a foundation for empowerment 
— for the whole community! 
 

• Filipinos are the 4th largest visible minority group in the GTA. That’s 3%of Toronto’s 
population! Since 2005, the K has established itself as a multi-disciplinary hub where mentors 
exhilarate inspiration and strive to provide an amazing stage for Filipino-Canadian talent (in 
any sector) to shine!  

 

• We explore performance, visual and literary arts, music, film/video, entrepreneurship, and so 
much more, by means of career mentorship, arts and Filipino cultural workshops and programs, 
and events. 
 

• Armed with an appetite for creative endeavours and community advancement, here at the K, 
we eat art and inspiration. 
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B R U H A exhibit: where young Filipino-Canadian women 
retrace and reclaim their cultural lineage through art 

 
TORONTO, April 14, 2012 – In the heart of Kensington Market lies Kapisanan Philippine Centre for 
Arts and Culture: the hub for passionate and creative types. Today, KAPISANAN held its fourth 
CLUTCH exhibit, showcasing multi-disciplinary artworks by Charise Aragoza, Renelyn Quinicot, 
Victoria Marie, Victoria Bacnis, Diane Guison, and Maureen Mendoza.  
 
The opening night of B R U H A on April 14th was especially made memorable by the premiere of 
musical and dance performances by the six CLUTCH Vol. 4 participants, in culmination of their 
experience from the six-month cultural immersion arts-based program for young Filipino women. In the 
performances, as well as in their works in visual art, installation, and photography, the six girls were 
able to channel their inner bruha: strong, expressive, and artistically free women. 
 
Leading the way for CLUTCH Vol. 4 is Kristina Guison, their mentor and coordinator for the last six 
months. “I think this group is really dynamic, extremely versatile,” Guison said of her involvement with 
such a varied group of budding artists. “They’re very passionate and very eager with just absorbing, 
exploring all the experiences they could possibly get,” Guison added.  
 
The process of retracing and reclaiming their cultural lineage was made possible through the support 
and guidance of the following mentors and teachers: Casey Mecija, Maylee Todd, Romeo Candido, 
Nina Lee Aquino, Kate Fraser, Marissa Largo, Jo SiMalaya Alcampo, Brian Bantugan, Michelle Turingan, 
April Aliermo, Jodinand Aguillon, Melissa Clemente, Christine Mangosing, Mithi Esguerra, Christine 
Balmes, Lyndl Aguilar, Omar Wisam, Leah Gold, Rhowena Adolfo, and Char Loro. 
 
Having been exposed to a wide range of arts disciplines to fuel their cultural curiosities, the CLUTCH 
participants were able to manifest the most positive versions of themselves. “Clutch provided us a 
different learning environment and the freedom to express ourselves through art, inspired by our 
beliefs and experiences,” says participant, Diane Guison.  
 
This year’s theme of B R U H A moves away from all the negative undertones of the word, transposes 
what we’ve been accustomed to, and shifts our focus on the Filipina’s significance as it was originally 
regarded.  Armed with this arsenal of renewed knowledge, the CLUTCH Vol. 4 participants were able 
to produce meaningful work in their own terms.  
 
“Clutch has been the push I need to take all that I’ve learned so far, and just run with it to produce 
something beautiful and share it with the community I’m growing to love. It’s given me the feeling of 
being part of something really special,” admits Charise Aragoza.  
 
B R U H A : A CLUTCH Vol. 4 Exhibit is presented by Kapisanan Philippine Centre for Arts & Culture, 
and is generously supported by The Ontario Arts Council. The exhibit will remain at KAPISANAN for 
two weeks following the opening night. Gallery hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays, 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
until April 28, 2012.   
 
For more information, visit www.kapisanancentre.com or www.facebook.com/kapisanan. 
 
 



About CLUTCH 
CLUTCH is a free six-month arts-based program for young Filipina women to start a dialogue with 
each other, get mentorship from professional artists within the community, have access to professional 
tools to hone their creativity, define their identity, explore their cultural heritage, and tell their stories 
on their terms. CLUTCH aims to provide hands-on artistic and leadership development, through the 
exploration of cultural identity as the foundation for empowerment. 
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