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It’s no secret that parents wouldn’t mind a
latte and a little conversation with friends while
their kids have fun, too. In a trend that borrows
more from foreign pubs than Chuck E. Cheese,
restaurants that provide a time-out for harried
parents while their kids play are cropping up
throughout the Bay Area.

But the cautionary tales of Play Café and Pri
Pri Café in the East Bay show that while such
places may be a godsend, they’re not necessarily
a goldmine.

Albany’s Pri Pri Café, which served up tapas
with a side of sing-alongs in its loft play space,
closed its doors in March after two years in
operation.

“Groups of moms come in and they tend to
not buy or buy very little and stay longer,” says
former owner Kei Katsunama of Albany, herself
a mother of two young children. “We were in

competition with the sun. On really nice days it
was really slow, and on rainy days it would
become a zoo.”

Oakland’s Play Café, which opened in
August of 2005, switched to birthday parties-
only in January.

“We could see over 300 people in a day, but if
people came in and paid admission and got coffee,
we didn’t make any money,” says owner Kelliane
Lam, a Piedmont mother of two who says labor
and rising food costs were just too high.

But several local parent entrepreneurs are
trying to perfect the play café recipe. Kids gener-
ally pay admission, while adults are free, and
most of the establishments offer free Wi-Fi for
some enterprising parents, and daycare and
birthday parties for the tots.

SAN FRANCISCO
Peekadoodle Kids Club

San Francisco friends Ellen Park and Kayla
Lee opened Peekadoodle in Ghirardelli Square
in January as a one-stop place for kid and par-
ent needs.

For kids, there’s a large and colorful imagina-
tive play area and a variety of classes available at
an additional cost. For parents, there’s a workout
room with circuit training, quiet lounge and com-
puter area. (Childcare, for $6 an hour, is required
when parents aren’t watching their kids.)

There’s also a small children’s boutique fea-
turing local designers and, coming soon, a chil-
dren’s hair salon, open to the public.

“It came out of our own needs,” says Park,
who has a 2-year-old daughter. “Moms need an
opportunity to connect with other parents.”
■ Menu: Espresso drinks, tuna melt, sesame

“pea-not” butter, house-made mac ’n’ cheese
■ Outstanding feature: San Francisco-

themed play space with Golden Gate Bridge
and cable car

■ Cost: Family memberships only, starting at
$1,200 per year

■ 900 North Point St., Suite F100, San Francisco

■ Peekadoodlekidsclub.com; 415-440-7335

Recess Urban Recreation
An educator and a physical therapist mom

teamed up to open Recess Urban Recreation in
Potrero Hill in January.

“Families don’t have the luxury of a lot of

bap guide
By Janine DeFao

The Dish on Play Cafés
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Kids can frolic under the
Golden Gate Bridge or ring
the cable car bell in
Peekadoodle’s San Francisco-
themed play space.
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space in San Francisco,” says co-owner Lisa Nowell, who
teaches reading to special-needs kids.

Located in a former soap factory, the play space includes
make-believe and art areas, as well as a climbing wall and
slide. Parents can take advantage of wellness classes and serv-
ices (while their children are watched for $6 an hour), and
there’s a naturopathic doctor on staff.
■ Menu: Coffee, tea and snack foods including bagels
■ Outstanding feature: Massages and pilates classes available
■ Cost: Memberships only, starting at $50 per month or

$540 per year for one child
■ 470 Carolina St., San Francisco

■ Recessurbanrecreation.com; 415-701-7529

NORTH BAY
Playdate Café

Nicki Richieson, an editor by trade, opened Playdate Café
in San Anselmo in late April after hearing horror stories
about families getting the “evil eye” in local restaurants and
even being turned away.

The café combines a whimsical play area with a simple
breakfast and lunch menu. Activities including sing-alongs
are held most weekdays in the 11 o’clock hour.

“I found new motherhood really challenging and over-
whelming,” says the San Rafael mother of a 4-year-old.
“Families need a place to come together and not feel like
pariahs.”
■ Menu: Gourmet coffee, salads, ice cream cone-snack cups,

grilled PB&J with steamed edamame
■ Outstanding feature: Fantasy play area with a two-story

ship and castle with puppet theater
■ Cost: $8.95, $2 siblings; $245 annual family pass
■ 101 San Anselmo Ave., San Anselmo

■ Playdate-cafe.com; 415-459-7529 ■

Janine DeFao is an associate editor at Bay Area Parent.

bap guide

Oliver Jamieson, 3, enjoys the play space at San
Francisco’s Recess Urban Recreation, co-owned by his
mother, Kristin Jamieson.
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800.551.7266 | claremontresort.com

Our version of daycare is for grownups only. A 
much-needed respite to nurture your well-being. The
life-enhancing day spa experience is yours with our

Seventh Heaven Summer Revitalizer, a Summertime
Lomi Lomi massage, our spirit-refreshing Cooling

Trend Facial or a combination. With day-long use of
our sublime spa and three hours of childcare with any

visit Monday-Thursday. It’s mom’s turn. And with
this daycare, you should be spoiled. Often. 

SEASONAL SUMMER SPA TREATMENTS STARTING AT
$135


