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Your goal at this stage of the game is for the cats to be 
able to be in the same room with each other and exhibit no 
aggressive behavior.

Supervise the interaction between the cats very closely 
and do not allow them to be alone together until they are 
exhibiting friendly behavior with each other for at least a 
week. Then you can allow the new cat out of her room and 
invite her to join the household. If a fight does occur, try a 
loud noise or a water gun to break it up before either cat is 
injured. Don’t try to pull the cats apart. If interactions are 
consistently fearful or aggressive, the introduction of the new 
cat to Callie was likely premature – go back to step one and 
repeat the whole process again.

Don’t use punishment on whoever the instigator of the 
fighting was. Punishment works very poorly with cats and, 
indeed, will succeed only in making the cat afraid of you.

And don’t neglect Callie in your concern that the new 
cat fit in. Be sure to give her lots of moral support, petting, 
extra treats and cuddle time with you. If you follow this plan, 
you will be likely to have good success  with your feline 
introductions.

You’ve finally done it . . . you adopted a little furry friend 
to be a companion for Callie. But how do you make sure that 
the two of  them are properly introduced? After all, you want 
them to be friends, not enemies. Here are a few tips regard-
ing cat introductions that you may want to try.

Confine the new cat to a bathroom or a spare bedroom. 
Place all its “gear” in there – food and water bowls, litterpan, 
toys, bed. Place towels with each cat’s scent under the food 
and water bowls of the other, and in their sleeping places. 
(Rub a towel over the cat’s back to get her scent). The goal 
here is to have the other cat’s scent associated with good 
things. After the new cat is comfortable in her room, do a 
“switch” and allow the new cat to explore the house while 
you put the resident cat in the new cat’s room to sniff around 
there. Do this several times.

Now you’re ready for a little eye to eye contact. Wedge 
the door open about an inch. This will allow the cats to peek 
at each other, paw if they want to, but not to have complete 
access to each other. Do not progress past this step until 
the cats can see each other without fearful or aggressive re-
sponses. If necessary use a little treat of salmon or tuna so the 
cats associate delicious things with the sight of the other cat. 
Now wedge the door open a little farther, and gradually open 
it farther over a couple of days, but not so wide that the cats 
can get at each other. (An ideal method of getting acquainted 
is to have a screen door on the new cat’s room. This allows 
for lots of visual and scent contact, but prohibits swatting and 
biting). Don’t hurry this stage along – give the cats the time 
they need to become accustomed to each other.

Now comes the moment of truth – face to face contact. 
When the cats are first together, give them treats, toys, cat-
nip and petting, but keep the first session very short. Spend 
about a week on these short introduction sessions with the 
new cat going back to her room in between. Go slowly – one 
bout of fighting may set introductions back for months. Dur-
ing initial time together, if any hissing or swatting occurs, try 
to distract the cats into another activity – dangle a toy, get 
Callie into the kitchen with the sounds of food preparation, 
etc. If the conflict continues, back up and try the eye to eye 
contact stage of introductions again.  

Our River Trail, a lovely 14 pound tabby girl, patiently awaits 
her forever home while spending Saturdays at Petco.
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Gift Shop News     Food Assistance Program
    

In January and February, The Cat People distributed 
710 lbs. of dry cat food and 284 cans of wet food to help 
families in need feed their cats regularly.  With Board 
approval, we recently added 10 more families to receive 
assistance through this program.  We are grateful to the 
following supporters for their donations of cat food to this 
program:  Louann Bowen, Laura Stockton, Bakersfield 
Women’s Club and Marleen Ray.

When you go to the grocery store, please consider pick-
ing up an extra bag of kibble or some cans of cat food for 
this vital program.  You can drop off your food donations at 
our shop during our hours of operation.  We’re also seeking 
donations of used towels and bags of corn tortillas for our 
park cats care program and for our fostering activities.

by Marleen Ray

Retro style cookie jars and treat containers available at  
our Gift Shop.

We’ve caught spring shopping fever at The Cat People 
Gift Shop, and we’ve stocked our shelves with supplies to 
care for your furry friends and with tempting merchandise 
for feline fans. To help keep kitty playful and active, we 
have a complete selection of Hot Cat toys, small bags of 
catnip and “Da Bird” feather toys. We’ve refreshed our 
stock of Leanin’ Tree birthday cards, as well as, greeting 
cards for other occasions. We also have stationery items 
like notepads for your home or to carry in your purse. In 
response to customers’ requests, we’re again carrying a 
variety of women’s socks with the latest cat designs.  Shop 
now for the best selection. As the weather turns warmer, 
every living thing starts to get active again, including 
pests like ants, roaches and fleas. To keep these annoy-
ing bugs away without endangering kitty or yourself, try 
Orange Guard pest control spray for indoor/outdoor use.  
For life’s little accidents with your feline companions, try 
Pee Stop odor eliminator.  It’s an effective way to clean up 
your cats’ messes and discourage them from returning to 
the same spot.

Thank you for responding to our plea for more vol-
unteers. We are now training new people to staff the gift 
shop. In time, we hope to open the shop on Wednesdays 
once more. Please contact our volunteer coordinator at 
327-4706 or at our website at <thecatpeople.org> if you 
have some free time to help out at the shop. We’re located 
at 1930 18th St. in the HP Sears Building in downtown 
Bakersfield. We’re open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL OUR MEMBERS:  Save 
some trees and help The Cat People reduce its postage 
expense by requesting our newsletter be available to you 
online only.  Starting with the June/July issue, the newslet-
ter will be available at our website in PDF format. If you 
want to go paperless, please contact us at 327-4706 and 
leave your request. You can also email our membership 
chairman at shelleyA@thecatpeople.org to let her know 
you want the newsletter online only.

by Marleen Ray
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Many of you know of our dream to build a sanctu-
ary/office/gift store/adoption center somewhere in Ba-
kersfield or the immediate vicinity, but some do not. In 
case you don’t know, that’s what our “Sanctuary Fund” is 
dedicated to. We have had some very generous donors 
in the past and have accumulated a large amount of 
cash (which is in a restricted account) but we’re not quite 
at the total. We estimate we will need about $300,000. 
When we get to half of that amount we can start looking 
for matching grants -- so you see, we’re almost but not 
quite there!

All of us on the Board, and all our volunteers and 
supporters, share our dream of a place where adoptable 
cats can roam free in indoor/outdoor quarters, and where 
we can run a really spiffy gift shop.  In the meantime, 
please keep those donations coming.  Any little bit helps. 
Our total to date is:

Sanctuary  Report

$124,013.84

Jack is 1 1/2 years old, a cute medium haired boy, found 
in a parking lot. He is super affectionate.

 Sebastian was adopted by theSmith family. 

We will be forever grateful to Dinah, longtime Cat People 
member, who provided a loving home to Mouse (now Max) 
when his owner suddenly died. 
Max was adopted from us 10 years ago, and in memory 
of her beloved cats Ash and Andy, Dinah has given Max a 
loving  forever home.
Thank you our dear friend, for your kindness. 

1930 18th Street
Bakersfield CA 93301

661 327-4706

The Cat People

Gifts For Cats and Cat Lovers  



Pam & Ed Ames
Jane Ansolabehere
Michelle Antonell
Stacey Augustson
Elizabeth Barnhart
Vicki Benson
Virgie Bloodworth
Jay Bresee
Candace Bunes
Art  & Brenda Bynum
JE David-Marble
Winnifred Davis
Paula Dittmann
Gloria Dumler
Carol Ewing
Donna Goins
Frieda Jackson
Judy Keolker 
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Judy Lehmeier
Tami Lumpkin
Alexandra Matic
Donna McKenna
Diana O’Neil
Deena Pedroza
Carol Raupp
Marleen Ray
Vickie Rose
Dorann Ruby
Amy St. Amour

Donald P. St. Clair
Claudia Sobel
Christy Solari
Joan Tambosso
Shirona Thomas
L.Y. Warrick
Bill Walker
Marie White
Debra Wingo
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The Park Report

Automatic Giving Donors

Matt, an affectionate 6 month old, would be the perfect 
companion and playmate for any family. Dog friendly, he 
was rescued from the park. 

As  spring approaches, both feeders and the cats ap-
preciate  warmer days and nights. Of course, we all are 
dreading the hot, dry summer months right around the 
corner. It has been, as usual, a busy time for feeders.

This last month three cats, wearing collars, were aban-
doned or brought out to the park by some irate neighbor. 
As is often the case, the frightened cats will not let us near 
them. Two other cats were brought in by feeders Jill and 
Cindy and one was shown and adopted at Coffee Road 
Veterinary Hospital. Shelley and I picked up a darling 
black and white cat who is resting at Auburn due to an 
injury. Meanwhile, the four Pillar kittens found in a box and 
brought in by Cindy and Jill made it through URI , were all 
altered but never adopted. They stay with me and spend 
their days pestering the dog, jumping on the keyboard 
and snuggling up to the other less than happy cats. They 
are wonderful cats but just have not found their forever 
home yet. Our River Trail tabby is in foster care and our 
wonderful caregiver brings her to Petco on Saturdays for 
us but so far, no luck. 

We recently welcomed new substitute feeder, Ann 
Lariviere. In the old days, the cats were fed twice daily 
but between busy schedules , the hig cost of food, and 
potential volunteers’  time constraints, our park cats are 
fed once daily. 

I always have to give a big round of thanks to the 
wonderful staff and veterinarians at Auburn. We were very 
happy to welcome Dr. Arturo back from San Jose.  No mat-
ter how busy they are, they make room for our cats. 

Sadly, three older, sick park cats were euthanized in 
March. This is always hard but at least they were cared for 
and loved after being abandoned. 

Finally, my once monthly special thanks to all of our 
hard-working park feeders. Without you, many little felines 
could not survive. We always need feeders, donated food 
and blankets, and  more than anything, foster homes for 
that park cat we just cannot leave or return to the park. 
Please let me know if you can help. Don’t forget to “like” 
us on Facebook and visit our  website. 

by Barb Hays

Sometimes our ferals at the park just can’t wait! 



Every  issue, as space permits, we make every effort to gratefully thank the generous people who have helped us, and 
therefore helped cats.  

The Cat’s Meow
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PARK FEEDERS

Shelley Ash
Penny Calderon
Margaret Harrison
Barb Hays
Cindy & Jim Joslyn
Frieda Jackson
Dianna Knapp
Carol Lair
Ann Lariviere
Judy Long 
Bob Rutledge
Jill Turner

DONORS

Bank of the West 
Employee Giving 
Program 

Patricia Basset
Marge Bentz
Lou Burgoni
Keith Clark
June Cochran
Carole “Lee” Cole
Helia Corral
Cleo Dieterich
Sheila Drewry
ExxonMobil 

Foundation
Paul Gennaro
Claire Graham
Jean Hughes 

Gutierrez
Michael Heiser
Judy Keolker
Carol Lair
Vincent Lau
Cheryl Lewis
Susan McCreery
Dinah McHone
Janice Mayes
Paramount Farms & 

Roll Giving
The Petco Foundation
Ruth Poehlitz
Karen Price
Cheryl Reese
Lawrence Ruby
Sylvia Simms

These days, many of us do some of our shopping online.  As 
members of The Cat People, wouldn’t it be convenient if we could 
shop online and support our organization at the same time?  Now 
one of the leading online shopping websites, Amazon.com, has made 
this possible.  Amazon has set up a charitable giving program so that 
their customers can shop and donate a percentage of their purchases 
to their favorite charity.  This program is called AmazonSmile.   To 
sign up for AmazonSmile, go to <smile.amazon.com> from the web 
browser on your computer or mobile device.  Follow the simple in-
structions to select “Cat People Inc.” out of Bakersfield, CA, as 
your charity of choice.  From then on, AmazonSmile will remember 
your selection, and every eligible purchase you make at AmazonSmile 
will result in a donation to The Cat People.  AmazonSmile will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price from your purchases to our organization.  
Please note that shopping at AmazonSmile is the same as shopping 
at Amazon.com.  If you’ve bookmarked Amazon.com, you’ll need to 
change it to AmazonSmile.  Then you’ll be automatically signed into 
the AmazonSmile program whenever you shop at Amazon.  Please 
note that not all purchases made through AmazonSmile are eligible for 
this program.  Eligible products are marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile 
donation” on their product detail pages.  If you already have an Ama-
zon.com account, you can use that same account for AmazonSmile.  
So take a few minutes to enroll in AmazonSmile, and you’ll be helping 
out The Cat People while you’re shopping at this website.

Shop at AmazonSmile and Support
The Cat People

Carol Smith
Peggy Smith
Deborah Stevenson
Rosemary Swinyer
Gloria Vega
Sandra Watts
United Way
Jaime Weyand
Mona Wilson
Debra Wingo
Rosellyn Witer
Debra Wooley
Dorothy Wright
Susan Young

SPECIAL FRIENDS

In honor of Dinah 
McHone – 

Barbara McManus

In loving memory of 
Marilyn Piceno’s dear 

cat, Willow – 
Pat Hamilton

In memory of Mari 
Lynn Conley – 
Laura Stockton

ADOPTIONS

Steve Arre (Simon)
Erin & Sam Bailey 

(Pucci)
Ryan & Susan Eyres 

(Daisy & Darcy)
Dinah McHone 

(Maxx)
Danielle Smith 

(Khalipa)
Steve & Stephanie 

Smith (Sebastian)
Tonya Thomas (Sam 

& Sweetie)

In memory of Cheyanne Jensen - our hearts are broken.
From Debbi Jensen.
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Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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____$15 Junior (under 18)  ____ $100 Sustaining member

____$15 Senior (65 & over)  ____ $500 Supporting member

____$25 Basic membership  ____ $1000 Lifetime member

____$50 Contributing member

AND an extra donation of  $_________ to be applied to:

____Senior Citizen’s Asst. Fund  ____ Sanctuary Fund
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