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Big-Hearted Conversation Starters

For your Big-Hearted Families Book Club
June 2013

First, Read the Book
The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest by Lynne Cherry.
Use the following questions as a guide to open a big-hearted conversation. Feel free to use the questions all at once, or bring up a new question each time you read the book. Be sure to offer your own examples and suggestions to model the conversation.
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 may lead to a more in-depth conversation. If your child is older, or simply doesn’t have the stamina to sit long after a story, jump to those questions.

If you get in the habit of asking a question or two during story time, you’ll find that almost any book will get your kids thinking and talking about big ideas.

Now, Some Questions:

> What did you enjoy about this book?
> Why do people cut down trees?  

> Is it always bad to chop down a tree? How can people harvest trees responsibly?

> The bee tells the man, “All living things depend on one another.” What does this mean? Can you name five things you depend on?
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 Did you notice that each creature visits the man from a different area of the Kapok tree? The illustration in the front of the book maps out the regions of the tree and the different creatures that live there. Let’s explore this illustration and see what we can find. Do you think this shows all of the creatures that live in the rain forest?
> When is the future? What does it mean to act with a thought to the future?
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 In the time it takes to read this book, a piece of the Brazilian rain forest the size of 200 football fields will be destroyed. Let’s visit Rain Forest Heroes at http://rainforestheroes.com/ to learn what we can do to help save the rain forest.

> The sloth asks the man, “Senhor, how much is beauty worth? Can you live without it?” What do you find beautiful about nature? How would you answer the sloth?
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 In the end, the man drops the ax and walks away. What would you do next, if you were that man?

Remember, there are no wrong answers. 
And every answer can lead you to new questions or conversation starters of your own.[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]



