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Big-Hearted Conversation Starters
For your Big-Hearted Families Book Club	May 2013


First, Read the Book
Rabbit and Squirrel: A Tale of War and Peas by Kara LaReau, illustrated by Scott Magoon.
Use the following questions as a guide to open a big-hearted conversation. Feel free to use the questions all at once, or bring up a new question each time you read the book. Be sure to offer your own examples and suggestions to model the conversation.
The questions with the Big-Hearted Families’ hearts  may lead to a more in-depth conversation. If your child is older, or simply doesn’t have the stamina to sit long after a story, jump to those questions.
If you get in the habit of asking a question or two during story time, you’ll find that almost any book will get your kids thinking and talking about big ideas.

Now, Some Questions:
> What did you enjoy about this book?
> Each time their vegetables disappeared, Rabbit and Squirrel “had a very good idea who that very bad someone might be.” Were their very good ideas right?  
> Who first “stole” their vegetables?
> What did Rabbit and Squirrel do when they were angry?
 Each time Rabbit and Squirrel reacted, they made their fight worse and worse: stealing vegetables, throwing tomatoes, even flooding a house. Revenge is a fancy word for this process of “getting back” at someone whom you think has done something bad to you. Did revenge solve Rabbit and Squirrel’s fight?
> Can you think of a time when you were angry enough to throw tomatoes or spray a hose at someone?
 What could Rabbit and Squirrel have done instead of fighting and taking revenge?
> Did you spot the joke in the title? This is a tale of war and peas, and a tale of war and ________.
 In the end, the author hopes that Rabbit and Squirrel will get tired of fighting and start building something new. How can our family start right now, today, building peace in our lives, in our community, and even throughout the world?
Remember, there are no wrong answers. 
And every answer can lead you to new questions or conversation starters of your own.
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