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Big-Hearted Conversation Starters

For your Big-Hearted Families Book Club
April 2013

First, Read the Book
Miss Tizzy by Libba Moore Gray
Use the following questions as a guide to open a big-hearted conversation. Feel free to use the questions all at once, or bring up a new question each time you read the book. Be sure to offer your own examples and suggestions to model the conversation.
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 may lead to a more in-depth conversation. If your child is older, or simply doesn’t have the stamina to sit long after a story, jump to those questions first.

If you get in the habit of asking a question or two during story time, you’ll find that almost any book will get your kids thinking and talking about big ideas.

Now, Some Questions:

> What did you enjoy about this book?
> This story is full of vivid, lifelike descriptions. Try to describe Miss Tizzy: where does she live; what does she where; what does she do; and why is she loved? 

> Do you know anyone who reminds you of Miss Tizzy? In what way(s)?

> In the story we learn that the “neighbors thought her peculiar. But the children loved her.” Why do you think that is?

> Every day, Miss Tizzy and the children have a different tradition. On Mondays they bake cookies; on Tuesdays they make puppets; on Wednesdays they hold a parade, and so on. What special things [can/does] our family do on different days of the week? 
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 Do we have room for a new weekly (or even monthly) tradition inspired by Miss Tizzy? Can we make a plan as a family to try one out?
> Miss Tizzy spends a lot of time and effort on her friendships with the children. Is friendship something that takes time and effort? What are some ways you can build new friendships even when you are busy?
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 On Thursdays, the children and Miss Tizzy deliver colorful pictures to people “who had stopped smiling, and had grown too tired to come out of their houses.” Do you know anyone who could use cheering up like that?

Remember, there are no wrong answers. 
Every answer can lead you to new questions or conversation starters of your own.
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