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 One person can make a difference.  A single vote matters. We’re told this is true, but it’s hard to 
 believe when all we read about is how our politicians can’t compromise to get even the 
 simplest things done.  Thankfully, I’ve seen firsthand how people, especially my peers, can 
 affect change. 
 
 For three years, I have been fortunate enough to work for former New York City Council 
 Member Jessica Lappin.   I spoke and met with her constituents every day -- people dealing with 
 many different problems -- who more often than not just needed help getting through City 
 bureaucracy to solve sometimes the most simple issues.  As frustrated as they may have been, 
 they ultimately believed New York City was the best place in the world to live.  So, on behalf of 
 the constituents and my own love of the city, I spent days photographing  potholes on First 
 Avenue, registering complaints about the Marine Transfer Station or  the preservation of the 
 NYC Public Library.   I know that my small efforts made a difference in the lives of many fellow 
 New Yorkers, and helped make the City a better place.     
 
 New York City is the center of the universe for many. An island that has captured the 
 imagination of people on all continents.  New York City is Gotham City or OZ  - a magical place l
 like no other, filled with people of all types, restaurants  of every variety, shops from corner 
 bodegas to high end boutiques, entertainment available nowhere else, and open 24 hours a day 
 for all that want to experience it. 
 
 Yet, for all the good here, every New Yorker knows this city can be a place of red tape, injustice 
 and inefficiency.  A place where a Mayoral pronouncement can profoundly affect the lives and 
 livelihood of hundreds or thousands of people.   The controversy over the ban of the Central 
 Park Horse Carriages exemplifies this issue.  The Mayor has stated that the horses are abused 
 and thus should be banned.  No one supports animal abuse.  These animals are well cared for 
 and his statement  not only hurts the animals, sentencing them to likely slaughter, but it also  
 denigrates the 300 carriage drivers who make their living  by driving, caring for and loving these  
 horses.  Three hundred citizens of the city, and the countless millions of tourists and New 
 Yorkers alike who derive pleasure from the horse drawn carriages. 
 
 I formed IconicNYC.org because I did not want to see an important part of  New York’s heritage, 
 the livelihood of 300 workers or a treasured part of my childhood, disappear senselessly.  I 
 invite you to join me in this fight.     
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