Belling The Cat 

Based on an Aesop Fable

with finger puppets

[Put mice puppets on one hand and cat on index finger of other hand. Get a jingle bell and put a piece of string, yarn or ribbon through it, tied with a knot.]
Once upon a time in a great country house, there lived a cat who was so quick and so watchful that the mice who lived there were always in danger. One night the oldest mouse [raise thumb] called a meeting of all the mice [raise other 4 fingers] to discuss the problem. One by one the mice stood up and told about the narrow escapes they had from the cat. [Wiggle each finger.]

“I could feel her hot breath on my back,” said one.

“Her paw actually touched the tip of my tail,” cried another.

“I have three scars down my side where her claws scratched me,” said the third mouse.

“Just as I got to our mouse hole, she caught me by the tail, but I scrambled away,” whimpered the smallest mouse.

Everyone shuddered at the thought of being caught by the cat. [Shake mouse puppet hand back and forth.]  “We must think of a way to get rid of this danger,” said the oldest mouse. Everyone thought and thought. [Bend and raise fingers a couple of times as if thinking.] They had suggestions, but none of the plans seemed good enough. Finally the youngest mouse said, “I have a plan. If the cat wore a bell around her neck, it would tingle every time she took a step. That way we would know when she was coming and we could run away quickly.”

Everyone thought that was a great idea and they all clapped. [Move fingers of mouse puppet hand together and apart a couple of times.]  But the oldest mouse held up his paw for silence. “It is a fine plan as far as it goes, but who among us is brave enough to put the bell around the cat’s neck? It is one thing to say that something should be done, but quite a different matter to do it.”

[Added to the fable] The youngest mouse thought for a moment and then said, “We must all do it together because we are all in danger.” The other mice were frightened but they agreed to help. They got a bell and tied a string to it. [Mouse hand picks up the bell, holding string over index finger.] 

Then they waited until the cat was sound asleep. [Show cat moving around as you hold up cat puppet. Then he lies down and starts to snore.] Slowly and carefully the mice went creeping, creeping out of their hole, not making a sound. [Whisper] Very slowly and very carefully, they slipped the bell around the cat’s neck. She moved and almost woke up. The mice froze, terrified that they had awakened her. But the cat went back to sleep. The mice sighed with relief and very slowly they moved away and scampered back to safety. Every time the cat took a step the bell rang. [Cat moves, walks and bell jingles.]  And the mice had plenty of time to run away and hide. [Mice puppet hand behind your back.]  At last the mice were able to live in peace and safety.

Belling the Cat
Finger Puppet Patterns
You and your children can tell the story of Belling the Cat. Cut out the patterns to make your own finger puppets. Color the puppets if you like. Wrap the cutouts around your child’s fingers, using scotch tape to make them fit each finger. Tape the tails on the back. Take turns being cat and mice. There are many ways you can you’re your children enjoy stories—like retelling them using puppets or drawing pictures and adding their own ideas. Enjoy! [image: image1.emf]
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