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DISCLAIMER!

Investing involves substantial risk. We do not make any guarantee or other 
promise as to any results that may be obtained from using this report. No 
reader should make any investment decision without first consulting his or 
her own personal financial advisor and conducting his or her own research 
and due diligence, including carefully reviewing the prospectus and other 
public filings of the issuer. To the maximum extent permitted by law, We 
disclaim any and all liability in the event any information, commentary, 
analysis, opinions, advice and/or recommendations in the report prove to be 
inaccurate, incomplete or unreliable, or result in any investment or other 
losses.!
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INTRODUCTION!
When I started Charging the Lines, I tried to avoid writing about financial 
literacy and focus on things that make more meaning to me like work, life, 
and changing the world.!

However, our finances affect all the other areas of our lives. Yes, even those 
that make most meaning to us like our dreams and relationships. Financial 
literacy is something every world changer needs to learn.!

I wrote this report to help you manage and invest your income. You can 
succeed in your job, in your career, in your business, or in your life project. 
You can increase income exponentially. But, if you don’t know how to 
manage it, it doesn’t matter whether you are earning tens of thousands or 
millions every month. !

Finally, I want to help you slowly build your wealth so you can give it away in 
the future. Our mission as world changers is to make a difference in the 
world. And giving away your wealth is one of the best ways to do so.!

This report is free and you can share it with your family, friends, and anyone 
you know who is interested to invest in the Philippine stock market. You can 
even share this guide with the world!

Our finances affect all the other 
areas of our lives. Financial 
literacy is something every 

world changer needs to learn.
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WHAT YOU WILL LEARN!

This report is designed to help you get started investing in the Philippine 
stock market. It aims to teach you how to build your wealth slowly but surely.!

There are three things you will learn from this report:!
Part One: Strategies you need to succeed in the stock market!
Part Two: Opening your stock trading account, and!
Part Three: Buying and selling shares of stocks
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WHO I AM!

In case we haven't met or you haven't visited my blog, you can read more 
about me here. But basically, I’m a writer, employee, entrepreneur, and, just 
like you, a world changer.!

I am on a personal mission to help others live the lives they want while 
making a difference in the world. I'd love for you to join me in this mission, in 
this revolution.!

As an investor, I started investing in the Philippine stock market in 2011, 
when I received my first ever pay check. Although there were times I wasn't 
able to follow everything I wrote in this guide, I was generally able to stay 
faithful to investing. In two years' time, my stock portfolio grew by more than 
fifty percent.!

But of course, I cannot discount the fact that the Philippine stock market 
performed exceptionally well during those two years.!

Still, I wrote this report with confidence that the method I follow really works 
because I was able to experience it first hand.!

To read more strategies for work, life, and changing the world, you can visit 
my blog at www.chargingthelines.com.
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Investing in the stock market is not just learning a skill. It's living a lifestyle 
— a lifestyle of commitment, discipline, and delaying gratification.!

You can learn all the basics of investing. You can even study how to analyze 
the stock market. But without the right strategies, mindset, and the proper 
perspectives on investing, you will just be part of the many who lose their 
money in the stock market.!

Before you begin investing, let me share with you what we want to 
accomplish by investing and the 9 Strategies You Need to Succeed in 
Investing in the Stock Market.

9
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WHAT INVESTING IS ALL ABOUT!

To put it simply, investing in the stock market is simply buying ownership in 
large companies.!

Think of the ownership of a large company as a tall building made up of 
Lego parts. To construct a tall building made up of Lego parts, you need 
millions of Lego pieces.!

Each Lego piece represents a share in ownership of that company. That’s 
why we call it a “share of stock.” Having shares in a company makes you a 
part owner of that company.!

The more Lego pieces you have, the more ownership you have in a 
company.!

10

To put it simply, investing in the 
stock market is simply buying 
ownership in large companies.
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EARNING FROM LEGO PIECES!

So, how do you earn from investing in Lego pieces? !

You earn from it in two ways:!

First, as a company makes money, it distributes the profits to its owners, to 
everyone who owns a Lego piece. This is called dividends.!

Second, as a company grows, more and more people want to be a part of it. 
Because of the large demand in Lego pieces, the price of each Lego piece 
goes up. This is called capital appreciation. You earn from the stock 
market by selling your Lego piece at a higher price than you bought it for.

11

You earn from the stock market 
in two ways: dividends and 

capital appreciation.
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GETTING RICH THROUGH INVESTING!

Let’s cut to the chase. There’s really just one thing we want to accomplish 
by investing in the stock market: to get rich.!

Yes, beating inflation is a key reason to invest. So is earning more than what 
the bank can offer through time deposits. But really, what we want most to 
accomplish by investing is to get rich.!

And you’re right. Investing in the stock market is a way to get rich.!

However, if you want to get rich quickly, please put this guide down. This 
guide is not for you. Investing in the stock market can make you rich ten, 
twenty, or thirty years from now. But not tomorrow, next month, or even next 
year.

12

“Begin with the end in mind”!
—Stephen Covey
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WHAT WE’LL DO TO GET RICH!

Instead of shooting for the moon, trying to get rich quickly, and failing 
miserably, what we will do is build our financial fortress slowly but surely by 
investing in the stock market.!

We will invest our savings little by little, make the most of the stock market’s 
growth, and invest long term.!

For example, you decide to invest P5,000 per month or P60,000 per year 
and the stock market grows at an average rate of 10% per year.!

!
!
!
!
!
As you can see, the more time you invest in the stock market, the greater 
your returns will be.!

But, it takes time to get rich by investing in the stock market.

13
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Years Investing Total Investment Ending Value

1 60,000 62,828
5 300,000 387,185

10 600,000 1,024,225
20 1,200,000 3,796,844
40 2,400,000 31,620,398
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However, I’m still being conservative in assuming that the stock market will 
only grow at 10% per year.!

In one of the seminars I attended, a speaker said that the Philippine stock 
market grew at an average rate of 15% per year during the last thirty years.!

So, if we have 15% instead of 10%, this is what will happen:!

!
!
!
!
!
Wow, right? I was speechless myself when I computed for the ending value 
at the end of 40 years. I had to recheck my computation more than five 
times!!

Now, let’s proceed to the 9 Strategies You Need to Succeed in Investing 
in the Stock Market.

14
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Years Investing Total Investment Ending Value
1 60,000 64,302
5 300,000 442,873

10 600,000 1,376,085
20 1,200,000 7,486,197
40 2,400,000 155,080,274
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STRATEGY 1: INVEST LONG TERM!

Investing in the stock market is a cliché: "It's a marathon, not a sprint." You 
have to invest long-term.!

Here is the Philippine Stock Exchange Index’s (PSEI) performance for 25 
years:!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Credit: COL Financial
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Investing in the stock market is 
a marathon, not a sprint.
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From the illustration, you can see that, in a period of 20 to 30 years, the 
Philippine stock market is generally on an uptrend. But year in and year out, 
the stock market is volatile.!

Aside from the general economy, it is affected by political, financial, and 
global crises. If you invested during the latter parts of 1986, you would have 
lost a significant amount during the coup d'etats in 1987. If you invested in 
2007, you would also have lost a significant amount during the global 
financial crisis in 2008.!

But, you can also get “lucky” and invest just before a credit rating upgrade 
or an announcement of a huge merger.!

Investing in the stock market short term is like gambling because you do not 
know when the market will go up or go down. Even those who know how to 
analyze the stock market cannot predict when political turmoils and crises in 
other countries will erupt.!

But if you invest long-term, you will be a sure winner because you will be 
investing in a sure thing — a market that is on a general uptrend.!

Note: By the time I am writing this (July 2014), the PSEI is at 6,868.46. 
From the figure, it was at the 4,500 level in 2010 or more than fifty percent 
increase from 2010 to this day.

16
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STRATEGY 2: SET A CLEAR GOAL FOR INVESTING!

Setting a clear goal will help you to stay focused on investing regularly and 
investing long-term. It will remind you why you are going through all the pain 
of not buying what you want now for what you want later.!

It will help you to be faithful in investing during good times and bad times. 
And it will help you resist the temptation of withdrawing from your 
investment fund to buy that new pair of shoes, dress, shirt, or, in my case, 
video game.

17

Setting a clear goal will help 
you to be faithful in investing 
during good times and bad 

times.
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STRATEGY 3: ALIGN YOUR GOAL WITH YOUR INVESTMENT PLAN!

Your goal also determines how much time you are willing to wait for your 
investments to grow. Aligning your goal with your long term investment plan 
means you have to make long term goals.!

If your goal for investing is to get rich quick, let me tell you now, don't invest 
in the stock market. It probably won't work. You may even lose a significant 
amount of your investment one year from now. Even if your reason for 
investing is for a noble purpose like donating to charity or funding your 
wedding next year, please don't invest in the stock market.!

But, if you want to invest because you want to retire rich twenty years from 
now and not depend on your children, to save for your one-year-old baby's 
college education, or for your infant child to be a millionaire by the time he's 
an adult, by all means, invest in the stock market!

18

Aligning your goal with your 
long term investment plan 

means you have to make long 
term goals.
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STRATEGY 4: INVEST IN GREAT COMPANIES… ONLY!

You have learned that you should invest long term. You have learned to set 
your long term goals. The next thing you need to do is invest in companies 
that you expect to still be here in the long run. !

These are the companies you expect to still be thriving twenty, thirty, and 
even fifty years from now. These are the companies that can and have 
already weathered downturns locally and abroad. These are called the blue 
chip companies.!

In one seminar, Edward Lee, owner of COL Financial, the largest online 
stock broker in the Philippines, said that there are only two families you 
need to remember when investing in the stock market: the Ayalas and the 
Sys.

19

Blue chip companies are those 
you expect to still be thriving 
twenty, thirty, and even fifty 

years from now.
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The Ayalas own the Ayala group of companies while the Sys own the SM 
group of companies.!

Here are the companies the stocks of which you can buy (with their stock 
symbols):!

Holding Companies: Ayala Corporation (AC) and SM Investments 
Corporation (SM)!
Banks: Bank of the Philippine Islands (BPI) and Banco De Oro (BDO)!
Real Estate: Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) and SM Prime Holdings (SMPH)!

These are just some of the best companies in the Philippines. There are so 
many other blue chip companies you can invest in like PLDT, Meralco, 
Aboitiz Power, and so on. More on these companies later.

20

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

STRATEGY 5: INVEST REGULARLY!

To make the most of the stock market's general uptrend, you have to invest 
regularly — in terms of time and in terms of amount. This means you have 
to schedule when you invest and set how much to invest periodically.!

For example, you decided to invest P5,000 every month:!

21

To make the most of the stock 
market's general uptrend, you 
have to invest regularly — in 
terms of time and in terms of 

amount.
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Month A. Amount 
of Monthly 
Investment

B. Current 
Price per 

Share

C. Shares 
Bought!
( A / B )

D. Average 
Cost per Share!

( A / C )

Market 
Price of All 

Shares

Total Cost of 
All Shares

January  ! 5,000.00     ! 10.00           ! 500.00      ! 10.00                ! 5,000.00      ! 5,000.00      

February  ! 5,000.00     ! 11.50           ! 434.78      ! 10.70                ! 10,750.00    ! 10,000.00    

March  ! 5,000.00     ! 12.00           ! 416.67      ! 11.10                ! 16,217.39    ! 15,000.00    

April  ! 5,000.00     ! 11.00           ! 454.55      ! 11.07                ! 19,865.94    ! 20,000.00    

May  ! 5,000.00     ! 10.00           ! 500.00      ! 10.84                ! 23,059.95    ! 25,000.00    

June  ! 5,000.00     ! 9.50             ! 526.32      ! 10.59                ! 26,906.95    ! 30,000.00    

July  ! 5,000.00     ! 9.00             ! 555.56      ! 10.33                ! 30,490.79    ! 35,000.00    

August  ! 5,000.00     ! 8.50             ! 588.24      ! 10.06                ! 33,796.86    ! 40,000.00    

September  ! 5,000.00     ! 8.00             ! 625.00      ! 9.78                  ! 36,808.81    ! 45,000.00    

October  ! 5,000.00     ! 8.50             ! 588.24      ! 9.64                  ! 44,109.36    ! 50,000.00    

November  ! 5,000.00     ! 9.00             ! 555.56      ! 9.57                  ! 51,704.03    ! 55,000.00    

December  ! 5,000.00     ! 10.00           ! 500.00      ! 9.61                  ! 62,448.92    ! 60,000.00    

Total  ! 60,000.00   ! 10.00           ! 6,244.89   ! 9.61                  ! 62,448.92    ! 60,000.00    
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Note: For simplicity, we did not follow the board lot set by the PSE in the 
illustration. More on board lots later.!

As you can see from the illustration, your investment can buy less shares 
(Column C) when the market price (Column B) is high and buy more shares 
when the market price is low. Therefore, your average cost (Column D) 
remains low compared to the market price. This is what investors call cost-
averaging. And you can only do this by investing regularly.!

You win in the stock market by keeping your average cost low through cost-
averaging while the stock market goes on a general uptrend. Through cost-
averaging, you make the most of the stock market’s volatility.!

To invest regularly in terms of time, set a particular day of the month (or 
every two months) when you will invest. Let’s call this your “Investing Day.” 
If you are employed and get your pay check twice a month, you can set your 
Investing Day on your second pay day. But, if your Investing Day falls on a 
day when the market is closed (i.e., on a weekend), you can invest on the 
following trading day, or when the market opens. !

You can also place off-hour orders. More on off-hour orders later.!

To invest regularly in terms of amount, set a particular amount or 
percentage of your income to invest every Investing Day. For example, you 
can decide to invest P5,000 per month or 20% of your income if you’re an 
entrepreneur not earning a fixed amount of income.

22
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Personally, I earn from my small website and have a salary from my day job. 
What I do is invest 20% of my gross income in the stock market every 
second pay day.!

Note: I follow the 10-20-70 principle in budgeting my income. 10% goes to 
God, 20% goes to my savings, and I manage the remaining 70% for 
everything else (everyday expenses, dream house, dream car, fun, video 
games, books, seminars, etc.).

23
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STRATEGY 6: CONTROL YOUR EMOTIONS!

The most difficult part in investing in the stock market is not picking the right 
stocks to buy. It's controlling your emotions.!

There are two emotions that affect you when you are investing in the stock 
market: fear and greed.!

Fear prevents you from buying shares of stocks because you are afraid that 
prices would go even lower and that you would lose in your investments. 
Worse, fear might push you to sell your shares when the prices are low, thus 
realizing your losses.!

That's what happened with many investors during the global financial crisis 
in 2008. They realized their losses by selling their shares for fear that the 
prices would go lower.!

Remember, you gain more in the stock market by buying while prices are 
low. If only they continued buying shares instead of selling them in 2008, 
their investments would have doubled or even tripled in 2011.!

On the other hand, greed prevents you from buying shares when prices are 
going down thinking that prices would go even lower. Worse, when prices 
are going up, you may get tempted to sell your shares and not stick to your 
investment plan. !

The only solution for fear and greed is to invest regularly.

24

There are two emotions that 
affect you when you are 

investing in the stock market: 
fear and greed.
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STRATEGY 7: DIVERSIFY YOUR INVESTMENTS!

"Don't put all your eggs in one basket." You will hear this again and again 
when you start investing.!

When you invest in the stock market, do not invest in one company only, no 
matter how great or established that company is. You just don’t know what 
will happen in the future. Even if a blue chip company is less likely to fail 
than a startup company, it may still fail.!

You have to invest in several blue chip companies.!

In diversifying your portfolio, don’t just invest in different companies. You 
should invest in companies under different ownerships (e.g. Ayala and SM) 
and companies in different industries (e.g. Banking and Power).!

To do this, divide the amount you invest every Investing Day in different 
companies. Then, invest in those companies regularly.!

If your investing money is not yet big enough, like mine, I suggest you 
purchase shares of one to two companies at a time. As your income grows, 
you diversify more.

25

In diversifying your portfolio, 
don’t just invest in different 
companies. You should also 
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different ownerships and 

companies in different 
industries.
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STRATEGY 8: HAVE A MENTOR!

Just like in any area of your life, you should have a mentor in investing in 
the stock market. You should have a mentor who will not only tell you which 
companies to buy but also guide you, motivate you, remind you of your 
goals, and hold your hand during hard times. !

Let me share with you two mentors in investing in the stock market:

26
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Mentor 1: COL Financial's Easy Investment Program (EIP)!

COL Financial is the largest online stock broker in the Philippines. It allows 
investors of any kind, from hardcore traders to regular folks like us, to invest 
in the stock market. For the beginners like us, COL Financial has an Easy 
Investment Program.!

It tells you to set your Investing Day, helps you set how much to invest, and 
helps you to remain faithful to your investment plan. It also reminds you to 
invest every time your Investing Day draws near.!

When you open a stock-trading account with COL Financial, you will also 
have access to its list of recommended stocks, the Premium Growth Stocks. 
In this list are the blue chip companies you can invest in.!

Here is a sample list of recommended companies by COL Financial.!

Here is how you access the list when you open an account with COL 
Financial.!

The best thing about COL Financial's EIP and its list of Premium Growth 
Stocks is that they are free! With these, you can start investing right away!

27
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Mentor 2: Bo Sanchez's Truly Rich Club!

Bo Sanchez's Truly Rich Club is membership site teaching investors, 
employees, entrepreneurs, and even students to become "Truly Rich" — 
rich financially, physically, and spiritually. It teaches its members to gain 
wealth to give wealth. It gives making money a holy and divine purpose.!

By joining the Truly Rich Club, you will have access to its even shorter list of 
recommended companies and you will be taught a slightly revised cost-
averaging method called the "Strategic Averaging Method" or SAM.!

Just like the cost-averaging, SAM suggests that you invest regularly, 
whether the market is up or down. It also suggests that you invest the long-
term.!

However, it differs from the cost-averaging method by having a buy-below 
price and a target price for each of its recommended stocks to maximize 
your earnings from investing.

28
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Here is a sample of Truly Rich Club’s stocks recommendation:!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Note: As courtesy to the Truly Rich Club and to protect its intellectual 
property, I did not show the company tickers.!

This means you invest in a company only when its price per share is below 
the buy-below price, wait for the price to reach the target price, and sell your 
shares when it does. Then, you reinvest the proceeds in other companies 
which are still below their buy-below prices.!

This is also how I diversify my investments. I invest in one company until its 
price reaches the buy-below price and then switch to another company still 
below its buy-below price.

29
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Aside from its regular stocks updates, you will also receive a daily 
inspirational message, two audio seminars a month, a monthly wealth 
strategies newsletter, ebooks, and so much more!!

Bo Sanchez and his Truly Rich Club are not just my financial mentors. They 
are also my mentors in life and in entrepreneurship.!

However, joining the Truly Rich Club costs P497 per month if you're in the 
Philippines and P997 per month (or nearly $20) if you're abroad.!

You can join the Truly Rich Club by clicking here.!

Note: The links to the Truly RichClub are my affiliate link. If you join the Truly 
Rich Club through my affiliate links, you would still pay the same price, only 
that I will earn a small commission. I do not recommend the Truly Rich Club 
just because I will earn from it. I recommend it because I have proven that 
joining it works not only in investing in the stock market but also in many 
areas of my life. I wouldn’t have started my blog and chased my 
entrepreneurial dream if it wasn’t for the Truly Rich Club. If I offended you by 
promoting my affiliate link, I'm sorry. You can join the Truly Rich Club without 
my earning any commission by going directly to their site: http://
trulyrichclub.com/. If you still see my referral after clicking the link, you can 
clear your browser's history including the cookies so I wouldn't earn a 
commission. This is not a guilt trip, I promise. I wouldn't take it personally. 
But, I would really appreciate it if you join the Truly Rich Club through my 
affiliate link.
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STRATEGY 9: REINVEST YOUR PROFITS!

Finally, to make the most of cost-averaging or SAM and the power 
compounding, you have to reinvest your profits in the stock market.!

When you earn from the stock market, especially when you gain more than 
50% from your investments, it's tempting to withdraw your profits and buy 
what you want — that new iPhone, that new iPad, that new Macbook, or 
even that new car!!

But you have to fix your eyes on the prize, the ultimate goal, the reason why 
you began investing in the stock market. You have to reinvest your profits 
and delay gratification.!
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An online stock trading account is what allows you to participate and invest 
in the stock market. It is the platform you use to buy and sell shares of 
stocks.!

After gaining an investor's mindset, opening your online stock trading 
account is the next thing you need to do to start investing in the stock 
market.!

It's very easy to open a stock trading account. I'll even walk you through 
opening one. But, you have to act and open an account as I walk you 
through. This is not just a how-to guide. This is a hands-on workshop. If you 
don't open an account now, chances are you will not open one anytime 
soon.!

Stop overthinking and start acting. Just open a stock trading account. It's 
free anyway.
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STEP 1: CHOOSE YOUR ONLINE STOCK BROKER!

COL Financial and BPI Trade are two of the leading online stock brokers in 
the Philippines.!

In terms of their platform, both their platforms are easy to use.!

Convenience!

The main advantage of BPI Trade over COL Financial is the convenience of 
opening an account with BPI Trade. You can submit your requirements to 
any BPI branch if you already have a savings or checking account with BPI 
or BPI Family Bank. If you open a stock trading account with COL Financial, 
you have to submit your requirements to their head office in Ortigas 
personally or through courier.!

Hand-Holding!

On the other hand, COL Financial is more beginner-friendly than BPI Trade.!

COL Financial will handhold you throughout your investing journey. It will 
suggest which companies to buy, how much to buy, and remind you to 
invest whenever your Investing Day draws near. Like what I mentioned 
earlier, COL Financial also has a short list of recommended blue chip 
companies for you to invest in.
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My Personal Suggestion!

I am using BPI Trade's platform only because I joined the Truly Rich Club 
before I even opened a stock trading account. Before I even started 
investing, I already knew which companies to buy. !

I chose convenience over handholding because the Truly Rich Club was 
already handholding me.!

But without the Truly Rich Club, I wouldn’t have known which companies to 
buy.!

Unless you will join the Truly Rich Club, I suggest you open an account with 
COL Financial so that you have access to their stocks recommendations 
and company reports. But, if you will just follow the Truly Rich Club like what 
I'm doing, it doesn't make a difference which stockbroker you choose. !

Note: The mentor of Bro. Bo Sanchez and his Truly Rich Club is Edward 
Lee, the owner of COL Financial. The differences between their lists of 
recommended stocks are: 1) the Truly Rich Club has a more filtered list of 
blue chip companies to invest in and 2) it sets buy-below and target prices 
for its recommended stocks.
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Here are the links to open accounts with COL Financial and BPI Trade. Click 
the link and open an account now. For COL Financial, open a COL Starter 
account.!

COL Financial: https://www.colfinancial.com/ape/Final2/home/
open_an_account.asp!

BPI Trade: https://www.bpitrade.com/application/
Application_OpenAccount_Instruction.asp!

Note: After clicking any of the links above, you no longer need my help in 
opening an account. It's already straight forward. But, I will still guide you in 
opening your account.

36

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

https://www.colfinancial.com/ape/Final2/home/open_an_account.asp
https://www.bpitrade.com/application/Application_OpenAccount_Instruction.asp
http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

STEP 2: COMPLETE THE ONLINE APPLICATION FORMS!

Just fill out the online application forms after clicking any of the links in step 
one. This is already the hardest thing you need to do in opening your 
account, but it's as easy as 1-2-3.
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STEP 3: PRINT THE APPLICATION FORMS!

For those opening a BPI Trade account in the Philippines, don’t sign the 
forms after printing them. You will sign them in the branch — in the 
presence of a Branch Officer. !

For those opening a COL Financial account or those opening a BPI Trade 
account outside the Philippines, you can go ahead and sign your application 
forms.!
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STEP 4: PREPARE YOUR REQUIREMENTS!

BPI Trade Requirements:!
One valid ID (Company ID, Driver’s License, Social Security ID, ID issued 
by a private entity or institution registered with or regulated or supervised 
by either BSP or Securities and Exchange Commission, and other IDs 
acceptable by your branch)!
One photocopy of your acceptable ID!

Note: My rule is to always bring an extra photocopy of any requirement.
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COL Financial Requirements:!

For Filipino Citizens!
Photocopy of one (1) valid government issued ID!
Photo and signature must be clear!
Billing Statement — Recent, no later than 3 months past!

For Resident Foreign Citizens!
Photocopy of one (1) valid government issued ID!
Photo and signature must be clear!
Alien Certificate of Registration (ACR) or Work Permit from the 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE)!
Billing Statement — Recent, no later than 3 months past!

For Non-resident Foreign Citizens !
Authentication of a photocopy of one (1) valid passport!
Photo and signature must be clear!
Proof of Income!
Billing Statement — Recent, no later than 3 months past!
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For In-Trust-For (ITF) Accounts!
Photocopy of one (1) valid government issued ID of the parent!
Photo and signature must be clear!
Birth Certificate of the minor applicant!
Duly-signed ITF Supplementary Agreement (download here)!
Billing Statement — Recent, no later than 3 months past!

!
Sources:!
COL Financial: https://www.colfinancial.com/ape/Final2/home/
open_an_account.asp!
BPI Trade: https://www.bpitrade.com/application/
Application_OpenAccount_Instruction.asp!
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STEP 5: SUBMIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS!

If you’re opening an account with BPI Trade and you reside in the 
Philippines, just go to the nearest BPI or BPI Family Bank branch. Don’t 
forget your application forms and your requirements. The bank personnel 
will guide you in the next steps of opening your account.!

If you’re living outside the Philippines, you can also go to the nearest BPI or 
BPI Family Bank branch. You will request the branch officer to signature 
verify your documents. The costs for the signature verification will be at your 
own expense. Then, you will mail all your documents to:!
!
BPI FULFILLMENT BANKING!
9/F BPI Card Center (BPI Paseo Condo)!
Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 0720, Philippines
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For COL Financial, you can submit your application forms and other 
requirements in person at or through mail to:!

!
2403-B East Tower, PSE Centre!
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center,!
Pasig City, Philippines 1605!
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STEP 6: WAIT FOR YOUR ACCOUNT TO BE ACTIVATED!

Opening a stock trading account doesn’t take a single day. It takes at least 
three working days in order for the online stockbroker to process your 
application and create an account for you.!

BPI Trade or COL Financial will call or email you when your account has 
been activated. COL Financial will also inform you of your COL Account 
Number through phone or email.!

44

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

STEP 7: FUND YOUR ACCOUNT!

Finally, you just need to fund your account so you can start investing. There 
are so many ways to fund your account.!

Here are the links on how to fund your account:!

For BPI Trade: https://www.bpitrade.com/misc/faqs.asp!

For COL Financial: https://www.colfinancial.com/ape/Final2/home/
open_an_account.asp!

Basically, for BPI Trade, you will be given a new BPI Direct Savings Account 
where you can deposit your funds to. You can also enroll it in your BPI 
Express Online account so you can transfer your funds easily to your new 
direct savings account.!

For COL Financial, you will be given a COL Account Number where you can 
also deposit your funds to. You can also enroll it in your online bills payment 
accounts (BPI, Metrobank, or BDO).
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For BPI Trade, there is no minimum initial deposit. But you have to maintain 
a monthly average daily balance of five hundred pesos.!

For COL Financial, if you opened a COL Starter account, you have to 
deposit a minimum deposit amount of five thousand pesos. Don't worry. You 
can already use it in buying shares of stocks.!
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Finally, I’m going to show you how to buy and sell shares of stocks using an 
online stock trading platform like BPI Trade and COL Financial. I’m also 
going to teach you some of the important things you need to know when 
buying or selling shares of stocks.!

Before we begin, I mentioned that I opened an account with BPI Trade. If 
you opened an account with COL Financial, you can also apply what you 
will learn here because the process of buying or selling stocks using 
different online platforms is essentially the same across all platforms. Or you 
can learn from COL Financial itself. You can check out their stock trading 
tutorial here.!

Note: The screenshots in this tutorial were taken in 2013, when I first made 
a tutorial in investing in the stock market.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

First, go to www.bpitrade.com and log in to your BPI Trade Account.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

Enter your username and password and then click login.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

After entering your username and password, you will be redirected to BPI Trade’s homepage.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

This is your username which you use to log in to your account.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

This is the amount of cash you have in your account or in your wallet. You can use this to buy shares of stocks.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

When you sell shares of stocks, you will receive cash. However, the proceeds will go to your wallet only on the following day.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

The cash goes temporarily to the Margin/Credit balance.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

You can use the Margin/Credit balance to buy shares of stocks on the same day you sold your shares.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

That’s why your total Buying Power is your Cash plus the Margin/Credit.
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YOUR ACCOUNT!

Now, let’s proceed to your portfolio.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

On the home page, highlight Trading and then click View Portfolio.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

You can also just click the View Portfolio link under your Buying Power balance.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

It will bring you to Your Portfolio page.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

STOCK pertains to the companies you currently own shares in. When I made the screenshots in 2013, I had D&L Industries, Inc. 
(DNL), First Philippine Holdings (FPH), Lepanto Corporation (LC), and SM Prime Holdings (SMPH) in my portfolio.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

LAST pertains to the current price per share.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

AVG COST pertains to the average price you paid for your shares. It is net of commission and other transaction charges.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

SHARES pertains to the number of shares you own.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

MKT VALUE pertains to the current price of your investments. This is net of the transaction costs you will incur if you sell your shares 
now.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

TOTAL COST pertains to the total amount you paid to acquire your shares. This also includes the transaction costs you incurred in 
acquiring your shares.
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

PROFIT/LOSS pertains to the MKT VALUE minus the TOTAL COST. It represents your temporary gain or loss. You will realize your 
gain or loss only if you sell your shares today. If you are invested in blue chip companies and they are “in the red,” it means you will be 
able to buy them while prices are low. Don’t take those losses negatively. It’s a chance for you to buy more shares at lower prices!
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YOUR PORTFOLIO!

%P/L simply pertains to the percentage of your temporary profit or loss. It’s a good measure to see the performance of your portfolio. 
(See my big loss in LC? That’s the only time I bought a share on my own and did not follow the recommendation of the Truly Rich 
Club. It’s a good thing I just played around and invested less than P5,000 in LC. I just charged it to experience.)
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

To buy new shares of stocks, highlight Trading and then click New Order.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This is the page where you can place your order to buy or sell shares of stocks.

71

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

To begin buying shares of stocks, click the Buy option button.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Enter the Stock Symbol of the company you’re going to buy. Then click, Get Quote.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

For example, we’re going buy shares of D&L Industries, Inc. or DNL.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

BID VOL is the total number of shares being bought by investors at a certain price, the BID PRICE.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This means that a total of 13,700 shares of DNL are being bought by investors at 7.01 pesos per share.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Also, a total of 134,700 DNL shares are being bought at 7.00 pesos per share, and so on.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

ASK VOL is to the total number of shares being sold at a certain price, the ASK PRICE.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This means a total of 54,600 shares of DNL are being sold at 7.02 pesos per share.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This also means that a total of 3,400 shares of DNL are being sold at 7.03 pesos per share, and so on.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Buyers can only buy the shares of stocks if they increase their bid price or if the sellers lower their ask price.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

That’s how orders are matched. And that’s how the stock market works.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

That’s also why I buy shares at the lowest ask price, not the highest bid price like what most investors are doing.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

By doing this, I give up less than one percent of possible profit each time I invest.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

But, I’m also able to save time and save myself from the stress of waiting for my order to be matched or my order not being matched at all.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

I just follow a simple principle in stock investing: Time is more important than profits.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Perhaps the most complicated thing in stock investing is the board lot. Click Board Lot.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

When you click Board Lot, a small pop up window will appear containing the Board Lot Table.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

The board lot simply means the minimum number of shares you can purchase or sell at a specific price range.

89

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Because you’re buying DNL shares at 7.02 pesos per share, it’s at the price range of 5 to 9.99. Therefore, the board lot is 100.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This means that the minimum number of shares you can buy is 100.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This also means you can only buy DNL shares in multiples of 100 (that is, 100, 200, 300, and so on).
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Fluctuation simply means you can increase or decrease your bid price or ask price in increments of 0.01.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Moving on, suppose you want to buy 200 DNL shares at 7.02 per share. 
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Enter the quantity of shares you want to buy and the price at which you want to buy them.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Then, click Preview Order.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

After clicking Click Preview, you will see how much you have to pay after adding the transaction costs.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Finally, you can complete your order by entering your Password in the Confirm Order text box and then clicking Confirm.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

When your order is completed and matched, the shares you bought will appear in your portfolio page.
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BUYING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Congratulations! You now know how to buy shares of stocks. You can now begin investing in the stock market! But just in case, let me 
show you how to sell shares of stocks.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Let’s assume you’re going to sell all your 2,600 shares in DNL.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Again, highlight Trading and then click New Order.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

You can also just click the Sell link beside the DNL stock symbol.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

It will lead you to this same order window.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Selling shares of stocks is almost the same as buying them with some minor differences.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

First, instead of clicking the Buy option button, you click the Sell option button. 

106

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Input the stock symbol you want to sell. Then, click Get Quote.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Enter the quantity you want to sell.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

For the price per share, I usually sell my shares at the highest bid price so I can sell my share easily (and without stress).
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Enter the price per share.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Then, click Preview Order.

111

WWW.CHARGINGTHELINES.COM

http://www.ChargingTheLines.com


BUILDING YOUR FINANCIAL FORTRESS: A Beginner’s Guide to Investing in the Philippine Stock Market

SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

This time, the transaction costs will be subtracted from the total proceeds to get your net proceeds.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Again, you can complete your order by entering your Password in the Confirm Order text box and then clicking Confirm.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

When your sell order is completed and matched, the shares you sold should no longer appear in your portfolio page.
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SELLING SHARES OF STOCKS!

Congratulations! You now know how to buy and sell shares of stocks! !

But, there are still two more things you need to learn: the market open and close and withdrawing from your account.
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MARKET OPEN AND CLOSE!

The stock market is open from Monday to Friday from 9:30AM to 12:00NN and from 1:30PM to 3:30PM. These are called the Trading 
Hours. You can make your buy or sell orders anytime the market is open.!

The market is at recess from 12:00NN to 1:30PM. You cannot make or modify your orders during this time.!

The market is closed from 3:30PM to 9:30AM of the following trading day. It is also closed on weekends. Fortunately, you can make 
off-hour orders. Off-hour orders are orders to buy or sell shares of stocks when the market is closed. They will be processed on the 
following trading day.!

For BPI Trade, you can make off-hour orders from 5:30PM to 11:56PM on weekdays and anytime on weekends.!

For COL Financial, off-hour orders are accepted from 6:00PM to 8:55AM on weekdays and anytime on weekends.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

If you opened a COL Financial account, you can simply fill out this withdrawal form. Send a copy to them by fax at (632) 634-6958 or 
through email at withdrawals@colfinancial.com.!

You can get your check from their office or have it deposited to your bank account. If you are going to pick up your check from their 
office, don’t forget to surrender the original form to them.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

If you opened an account with BPI Trade, you can withdraw from your account online.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

You can only withdraw funds which are in your cash balance.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

You cannot withdraw funds which are invested in shares or in your Margin/Credit Balance.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

To withdraw your funds, highlight Main and then click Account Info.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

Afterwards, click Withdrawal.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

Again, check how much your withdrawable funds are.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

When you sell shares of stocks, it does not automatically go to your cash balance.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

It usually takes three days before the proceeds from sale goes to your withdrawable funds.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

In this window, just enter how much you want to withdraw, enter your password to confirm your withdrawal, and send your request.
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WITHDRAWING FROM YOUR ACCOUNT!

Once confirmed, just wait for your withdrawal to be credited to the bank account you designated when you opened your account.
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BEFORE YOU GO!
Congratulations! You now know everything you need to get started in 
investing. You can now begin building your wealth slowly.!

But before you go… !

(Don’t worry, I won’t try to sell anything to you. I wish I had something to sell 
though.)!

****!

THANK YOU!
First of all, I just want to thank you for visiting my website, downloading this 
free report, and joining me in my revolution, you have already touched my 
life and encouraged me.!

****!
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LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!
This is just the first of our many free guides. There will be so much more in 
the future. And the best is yet to come. But, in order to make our free guides 
better in the future, I need your feedback. Let me know what you think and 
send me your feedback here:!

http://www.chargingthelines.com/writing/building-your-financial-fortress!

****!

SHARE THIS WITH THE WORLD!
Yes, this guide is in PDF format so you can share it with the world! Share it 
with anyone who wants to learn how to invest in the Philippine stock market.!

By sharing this guide, you will not only be helping those who want to learn, 
you will also be helping me grow my website.!

****!
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ADDITIONAL STRATEGIES!
For more strategies for work, life, and changing the world, you can visit my 
blog at: http://www.chargingthelines.com/!

You can also sign up for our mailing list at: http://www.chargingthelines.com/
email-sign-up!

By signing up, you will receive two emails every week and be the first to be 
updated on our next projects.!

****!

CONNECT WITH ME!
As fellow world changers, I know this is not the only time our paths will 
cross. Connect with me or just say hi on:!

Twitter: @iam_carlocruz!
Facebook: /chargingthelines!
Instagram: /conqueror_carlo!

****
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KEEP CHANGING THE WORLD!
Finally, you just don’t know how much of an impact you are making in the 
world. When you make a difference in your life, you also make a difference 
in the lives of the people around you.!

Keep on learning. Keep on growing. Keep on acting. You are meant to do 
great things.!

Start living the life you’ve always wanted and…!

Keep changing the world,!

Carlo!

****!

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes!
in me will do the works I have been doing, !

and they will do even greater things than these, !
because I am going to the Father.”!

—John 14:12
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