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MARCH 1, 2006 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
12 noon & 7:00 p.m. Imposition of Ashes at Both Services 

 

SUNDAYS IN LENT - NORMAL SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT - PRAYER AROUND THE CROSS  
7:00-7:30 p.m. March 8, 15, 22, 29; April 5 (see p. 5 for description) 

 

APRIL 9, 2006 - SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Procession with Palms & Holy Eucharist 

APRIL 13, 2006 - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7:00 p.m. Foot Washing, Choral Eucharist, and Stripping of the Altar 

 
APRIL 14, 2006 - GOOD FRIDAY  
12:00 noon: Stations of the Cross 

7:00 p.m.: Liturgy of Good Friday “Passion According to St. John”  
St. Mark’s Choir 

 

APRIL 15, 2006 - EASTER VIGIL 
8:00 p.m. Service of Light, Service of Readings,  

Holy Baptism & Renewal of Baptismal Vows (more on p.5) 
First Eucharist of Easter; Festive Reception to Follow  

 

APRIL 16, 2006 - EASTER DAY 
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Festival Choral Eucharist at Both Services 

Coffee Hour to Follow Both Services (Note that the two services will be  
identical to accommodate members and visitors) 

10:15 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt on St. Mark’s Square  

Pick up a 40-Day  

Hunger  

Awareness Calendar  

entitled,  

Living Simply with 

God.  
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Reflection from Pastor Ekdale THE POOR ARE WHERE GOD LIVESTHE POOR ARE WHERE GOD LIVESTHE POOR ARE WHERE GOD LIVES   
 

Excerpt from  
Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast 

February 2, 2006 
 

“…In fact, the poor are where God lives. 
…It's not a coincidence that in the scriptures, poverty is 
mentioned more than 2,100 times. The only time Christ 
is judgmental is on the subject of the poor. 'As you have 
done it unto the least of these my brethren, you have 
done it unto me' (Matthew 25:40). It’s not about charity 
after all, is it? It's about justice. And that's too bad. Be-
cause you're good at charity. Americans, like the Irish, 
are good at it. We like to give, and we give a lot, even 
those who can't afford it. But justice is a higher stan-
dard. Africa makes a fool of our idea of justice; it makes 
a farce of our idea of equality. It mocks our pieties, it 
doubts our concern, it questions our com-
mitment. ….Look at what happened in 
South East Asia with the tsunami. 
150,000 lives lost to that misnomer of 
all misnomers, "mother nature." In  
Africa, 150,000 lives are lost every 
month. A tsunami every month. And it's 
a completely avoidable catastrophe.  
…A number of years ago, I met a wise man who 
changed my life. In countless ways, large and small, I 
was always seeking the Lord's blessing. I was saying, you 
know, I have a new song, look after it…. I have a fam-
ily, please look after them…. I have this crazy idea... 
And this wise man said: stop. He said, stop asking God 
to bless what you're doing. Get involved in what God is 
doing - because it's already blessed. Well, God is with 
the poor. That, I believe, is what God is doing. And that 
is what he's calling us to do.” 

By Bono, U2, ONE Campaign 
 

Members of St. Mark’s have been involved in what 
God is doing at the Interfaith Homeless Dinners, 
and while building a Habitat for Humanity home for 
a San Francisco family. What is God calling you 
to do? 
 

O Christ, we live in a world filled with suffering and 
death, but you call us to lose our lives for this world you 
love. Give us insight and energy as we seek to use our 
resources to create health and prosperity for all people. 
Amen. 

Mary Ritter 

As the parent of an active, almost three year old, I have 
come to appreciate books with short chapters.  Gone 
are the days when I could spend hour upon hour reading 
and reflecting on scripture, theology and good nov-
els. Now, I savor even a few minutes of uninterrupted 
reading time.   
 

For this reason, I appreciate the brevity of Bishop Mark 
Hansen's new book, Faithful and Courageous - Christians in 
Unsettling Times. The second chapter, Pondering Jesus' 
Probing Questions, helped me reflect on St. Mark's as a 
truth-discerning community and the opportunities for 
you to share your questions of faith and life within this 
community of faith.   
 

Adult forums on Sunday mornings, small group reflec-
tion, bible study and discipleship classes are places where 
you can raise your questions of faith and count on being 
listened to by your brothers and sisters in Christ. As 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in Life Together: "The first ser-
vice one owes to others in the community involves lis-
tening to them."  Your pastors are committed to listen-
ing - to your stories, your questions, your experiences of 
faith and life.  Are you committed to listening to one an-
other?  Or, are we too quick to assume we know what 
the questions or stories are that another brings to the 
conversation?   
 

Some characteristics of a truth-discerning community are 
as follows.  Do you see these characteristics at work at 
St. Mark's?   
 

• Questions of faith and life are encouraged and wel-
comed 
• We live in humility that we may be wrong 
• Listening and understanding are valued 
• We resist the temptation to settle for easy, simplistic 
answers, even though they sound self-assured 
• We are aware of questions that have not been asked 
and need to be asked 
• We are willing to live with the tension of unanswered 
questions 
 

As we ponder Jesus' probing questions together in the 
months to come, I look forward to deliberating with you 
on our responses.  We can expect this time of discern-
ment to deepen our relationships with one another and 
strengthen our experience of Jesus Christ incarnate with 
us. We can, as the German poet Rilke wrote, learn to 
love the questions.   
    In Christ, 
    Pastor Elizabeth Ekdale 
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New Girl Scout 
Troop Created 

 

The Social Ministry Committee working with 
LSS Social Workers at Bernal Gateway Hous-
ing Project, Tina and Evangeline, have helped 
start a Girl Scout Troop.  We have made 
financial contributions to purchase uniforms 
and craft materials. We were also able to 
make a year end contribution for the kids at 
Bernal to support future trips to the San 
Francisco Zoo, to help pay for swimming les-
sons and access to a swimming pool. There 
also is a girl who is excelling academically and 
helps her parents care for her two develop-
mentally disabled brothers. She has a passion 
for ice skating and we are able to help that 
family pay for skating lessons. Thank you all 
for your contributions to St. Mark’s general 
fund.   
 

If anyone is interested in helping out at Bernal 
Gateway please contact your Social Ministry 
co-Chairs, John Elford or Mary Ritter. 

Our Director of Music and Liturgy will be featured 
in two solo organ recitals in coming weeks.  
 
On Sunday, March 19, at 4:00 p.m., Rod will 
offer music appropriate for the Lenten season at 

Grace Cathedral (California at Tay-
lor Streets). This free concert will 
follow choral evensong at 3:00 p.m. 
 
On Wednesday, April 19, at 8:00 
p.m. (during Easter week), Rod will 
play an all-Bach recital at Stanford’s 
Memorial Church on the fabulous 
Fisk Organ. Consider this a preview 
of the sounds we will hear when our 
new Taylor & Boody organ arrives 

late this summer! 

Rodney Gehrke in Two Recitals 

Renovation progress as seen from a dramatic vantage 
point above the reredos (the area behind the altar.) 

The room is filled with piping for the automatic sprin-
kler system and workers can be seen at the new con-

crete slab that will support the organ. If you would like 
to see the work in person, contact the church office to 
sign up for one of the tours. Upcoming tour dates: 

Sunday, March 12 
Sunday, April 9 

RRRENOVATIONENOVATIONENOVATION  

Parish Life Chairs:Parish Life Chairs:  
 

 
 

Please mark your calendars: 
Thursday, March 9, 7:00-8:00 p.m.  

PLC meeting in the Fireside Room. 
  

This will be a time for the parish life chairs to get 
together and to share what is currently happening 
in our respective committees, as well as what our 
plans are going to be for the months ahead, intro-
ducing new committee chairs etc.  Please RSVP at 
your earliest convenience.  If you are unable to 
make it to the meeting, please make sure that at 
least one other active member of your committee 
will attend to represent your committee.    
  

We are looking forward to seeing you there!   
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MMMEETEETEET MLT A MLT A MLT ADMINISTRATORDMINISTRATORDMINISTRATOR      
DDDANANAN H H HAYTERAYTERAYTER, S, S, SUNDAYUNDAYUNDAY, M, M, MARCHARCHARCH 26 26 26   

   

On March 26, MLT’s new Administrator, Dan Hay-
ter will be attending Sunday services at St. 
Mark’s to give church members a chance to meet 
him. This will be a great opportunity to find out 

more about living at MLT, what 
the application process is like, etc. 
Also that day, there will be several 
MLT apartments open for viewing. 
So mark your calendars for the 
26th of March! Dan can be reached 
at 415-885-1084. 

GGREETINGSREETINGS  ANDAND P PEACEEACE!!  
 

My name is Chris Ode and I will be serving as your 
newest Teaching Parish Assistant over the next year 
and a half.  The Teaching Parish program at Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary (Berkeley) is designed 
to expose future pastors to the various ministries a 
congregation offers.  I will be assisting with some of 
St. Mark’s assorted programs as well as worshipping 
with you and my wife, Sarah, on Sundays. 
 

My family has a long history of involvement in the 
Lutheran Church, with two members currently em-
ployed at our home congregation in Auburn, WA 
(my mother and sister) and a third likely to join them 
this year (my brother).  Prior to enrolling at PLTS, 
and since my graduation from Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity in 2000, I’ve worked as a barista, bookseller, 
truck driver, social worker, and drug research coor-
dinator, as well as taken several months to drive 
through some 43 of the 50 states.  While there’s 
more to me then that, I’ll save the extended autobi-
ography for my Adult Forum presentation on Sun-
day, April 23. 
 

I look forward to all we will experience together, 
and I’m excited to share in the ministry of St. Mark’s! 
    

    Chris Ode 
    Teaching Parish Assistant 

1906 Earthquake Commemorations 
 

On Tuesday, April 18, at 12:00 p.m., there will 
be a one hour interfaith prayer service at Old St. 
Mary’s Church, Grant and California. The San 
Francisco Interfaith Council is sponsoring this 
service. Those who perished in the earthquake 
fire will be remembered and those who rebuilt 
the city will be honored. Please put this event on 
your calendar. 

 

St. Mark’s opened it’s church doors after the 
earthquake to serve as an infirmary.     There are 
many events commemorating the 100th anniver-
sary of the earthquake and fire that destroyed 
San Francisco. Please check out these  
web sites: 

 
www.1906centennial.org 

www.1906expo.com 
 

Leadership and Anxiety  
in the Church 

A Family Systems Perspective 
This seminar looks at the challenge presented 

by the rising levels of anxiety being experienced 
in churches today, as well as the role that self-

differentiated leadership can play in calming such 
anxiety. It is offered by Lombard Mennonite 

Peace Center as part of its ongoing mission to 
help Christ’s church grow in health and whole-

ness, into all that God wants it to be. 
Join Pastors Ekdale and Jennert, and Mutual Min-
istry Chair Laurel Troner, at this seminar which 

will take place on Wednesday, April 5, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Los Altos United 

Methodist Church. For more 
information, contact LMPC at 

630-627-0507 or go to 
www.LMPeaceCenter.org. 

You may also call the church 
office for a registration form. 
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Regular Sunday  
Worship Schedule  
In the Urban Life Center 

 
9:00 a.m. HOLY COMMUNION with  
  Children’s Time in the Auditorium 
 
9:30 a.m.   Children’s Sunday School  
  beginning in the Auditorium  
 
10:00 a.m.   Adult Forum in the Fireside Room  
 
10:00 a.m.   Parents with Kidlettes in the 
  Lower Lobby of the ULC 
 
11:00 a.m. CHORAL EUCHARIST followed 
 by Coffee Hour in the Auditorium 
 
12:30 p.m.    Junior Choir rehearsal in the  
  Auditorium 

 
Childcare is provided the entire morning and is  

located off of the auditorium lobby on  
the O’Farrell street side. 

Prayer Around the Cross  
Wednesdays during Lent:   

March 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
In the Auditorium 

 

Join St. Mark’s during the season of Lent and 
make the midweek services part of your spiritual 
journey! This year we will use the “Prayer 
Around the Cross”—a meditative worship ser-
vice originated in Holden Village, following tradi-
tions from Taizé, France and Iona, Scotland.  
During this service we will gather around the 
cross to focus on Christ’s 
presence in our lives as well 
as the power of the cross. 
These services will guide 
and accompany us during 
this season and help us con-
centrate on the Lenten dis-
ciplines of fasting, almsgiving 
(charity) and prayer. 

Join us in celebrating the recent  
sacred events in our parish: 

January 8 
The baptism of Ryder Brooks 

 
January 15 

The baptism of Caiden Ridley and Stella Lull 
 

The funeral of the Rev. Charles Nahnsen 
 

February 19 
The baptism of Kiera and Connor Wilder Willis 

 
February 26 

The baptism of Kendra Peterson 

The 40 Days of Lent 
A preparation for Holy Baptism 

 
Traditionally, the 40 days of Lent were reserved 
in the ancient church for inquirers of the Chris-
tian faith interested in baptism and so-called cate-
chumens. The height of this Lenten journey is the 
reception into the community of Christ by holy 
baptism at the service of the Easter Vigil 
(Saturday, April 15 at 8:00 p.m.), the night before 
Easter Sunday.  
 
If you desire to be baptized into the Christian 
faith or know someone who is interested, please 

contact Pastor Elizabeth Ek-
dale at Ekdale@stmarks-
sf.org or Pastor Christian 
Jennert at Jennert@stmarks-
sf.org for further informa-
tion. We will gladly walk 
with you on this journey of 
baptism.  
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St. Mark's and Martin Luther Tower  
Senior Ministries 

UPCOMING SENIOR LUNCHEONS 
 

will take place on the following dates: 
Wednesday, March 22 

and 
Wednesday, April 26 

 

Please sign up early to reserve your seats!  
Sign-up sheets are available at MLT offices 

or call Pastor Christian at 415-928-7770  
x. 226. 

 A Night Out:  
Organ Recital at  

Stanford Memorial Church  
       

A senior trip of a different kind will be offered on 
Wednesday, April 19.  We will leave at 5:00 p.m. 
for a trip to Palo Alto and stop for an all-American 
Dinner at Brix BBQ Grill in Menlo Park for af-
fordable hamburgers or other all-American favor-
ites. The organ recital will start at 8:00 p.m. at the 
beautiful Stanford 
Memorial Church. 
No other than St. 
Mark’s Director of 
Music and Liturgy, 
Rod Gehrke will 
be playing the 
wonderful Fisk Or-
gan in the Stanford 
church.  Join us for a night out!   

 Day-Trip to the  
      Redwoods &  

  Chandelier Tree  
 

Join MLT residents and seniors from St. Mark’s 
for an all day trip to the Avenue of the Giants on 
Friday, March 17. We will travel along the fa-
mous Redwood Highway, explore the Avenue of 
Giants, and stop at Chandelier Tree—the only 
redwood tree where a car can drive through.  
Enjoy a whole day out in one of Northern Cali-
fornia’s most scenic areas.  We will stop for food 
along the way at inexpensive restaurants, but 
please bring some water and snacks for yourself.  
Also, if you need to take certain medications be 
sure you take them with you.   

All tours and trips start from the lower 
(Ellis Street) parking lot unless noted other-

wise. The trips are open to residents from 
Martin Luther Tower and seniors from St. 
Mark's Lutheran Church, on a first come, 

first-served basis. Times are subject to 
change. Please check posters and weekly an-
nouncements for the latest information. To 

reserve your seat, please sign up 
at the MLT sign-in sheet or call 
Barbara Bock at 415-928-8639. 

For more information please con-
tact Pr. Christian @ 415-928-7770 

x. 226. 

Seniors! 
Seniors! 
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NURSERY NEWSNURSERY NEWSNURSERY NEWS   
 

Nursery care is available every Sunday morn-
ing from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Elvira and 

Gladys are our wonderful, professional child-
care attendants. Parents are welcome to stay 
with their child in the nursery until she/he is 
comfortable. Infants through children of nine 

years of age are welcome throughout the 
morning. Parents, please remember to sign in 
and sign out when you drop off and pick up 
your child. The nursery is located off of the 

auditorium lobby on the O’Farrell street side. 

From the Senior High Youth  
Group Coordinator… 

 

If you would like to be put on the Senior High 
Youth mailing list, please e-mail marisa-
louie@gmail.com. 

Sunday SchoolSunday School  
Sunday School is available for 

children three years old 
through 6th grade. We begin at 

9:30 a.m. in the auditorium 
with a Children’s Time sermon in 
church with the pastor. Classes meet every Sun-
day. If you are interested in enrolling your child in 
Sunday School or have any questions, please call 

Gail Culp at (415) 647-0290.  

 

 

Parents with Kidlettes meets on  
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

 the Lower Lobby of the Urban Life 
Center. 

 

Members of the Mt. Cross Confirmation 
Retreat in January enjoy some down time... 

Pictured, from left: Wilhelmina Ocker, Michelle 
Jacobsen, Pastor Ekdale, Christian Gehrke and 

Josh McGuffie 

Thank you for your continued 
contributions to the  

San Francisco Food Bank! 

Help build a Habitat House. There are 
still opportunities to volunteer, give, 

support and pray for the work of  
Habitat for Humanity. 

Contact Joleen Caron for details. 
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An Evening at the de Young 
Friday, April 21 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Tour the newly renovated de Young Museum 
with SMART in April.  Whether you have been 
there before or this is your first time, join fel-
low young adults for an adventure in time.  
 

On October 15, 2005, the de Young Museum 
re-opened in a state-of-the-art new facility that 
integrates art, architecture and the natural 
landscape in one multi-faceted destination that 
inspires audiences from around the world. De-
signed by the renowned Swiss architecture firm 
Herzog & de Meuron and Fong & Chan Archi-
tects in San Francisco, the new de Young pro-
vides San Francisco with a landmark art mu-
seum to showcase the museum’s priceless col-
lections of American art from the 17th through 
the 20th centuries, and art of the native Ameri-
cas, Africa, and the Pacific.  Pr. Christian espe-
cially enjoys the American Art exhibit. We will 
have a light dinner at the de Young café.  En-
trance is $10.00.  We will meet at 6:00 p.m. in 
the main lobby.   

All SMART events are open to mem-
bers, friends, guests, partners and 
spouses!  If you are not on the 
SMART group mailing list yet, sub-
scribe at  
StMarksSMART@yahoogroups.com 

For more info on the SMART events, 
directions & addresses and to RSVP, 
please check your evites or call Pr. 
Christian at 415-928-7770 x. 226. 

Spring Dinner at Jupiter’s  
in Berkeley,  

Friday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Join SMART for it’s first night out in the East Bay at 
Jupiter’s, one of Berkeley’s greatest pubs offering the 
best pizza in the Bay Area. Jump on BART after 
work and enjoy the company of fellow SMART folks 
with a refreshing micro-brew and good food. Jupi-
ter is the Holy Grail for those that love craft-
brewed beer.   
 

The food at Jupiter is truly "bar food," prepared be-
fore your eyes at the end of the bar. Unique wood-
fired pizzas and baked foccacia sandwiches are a 
terrific compliment to fresh microbrews.  Honey-

wheat crust, 
imported 
cheeses, sea-
sonal vegeta-
bles, 
Gerhard's 
sausage, and 
a one-of-a-
kind arti-
choke 

spread make for a delicious taste experience. The 
cooks create weekly special pizzas, sandwiches, and 
soups, so there's always something new. The large 
two level beer garden in the rear courtyard is 
flower-filled and popular with beer and sun lovers 
anytime the weather permits. Heaters keep the 
patio popular at night too.  
 

Jupiter is located at 2181 Shattuck Avenue 
(at Center Street) and easily accessible by 
BART, across from the Berkeley main BART 
station.  Dial 510-THE-TAPS for directions.  
We will meet you there at 6:30 p.m! 
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Members and friends of St. Mark’s meet Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 in the Fireside Room in the Urban Life Center.  We welcome all to join in learning and 

exploring together.  Our forums for the coming Sundays are: 

Faithful and Courageous:  
Christians in Unsettling Times 

March 5, 12 
Pastor Ekdale 

Pastor Ekdale continues to help us reflect on 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus today.  
We will be using Bishop Hanson’s new book 
let, Faithful and Courageous: Christians in Unset-
tling Times, organized around the following top-
ics: 
March 5:  Obeying Jesus’ Unsettling Commands 
March 12:  Discerning Our Way in the World 

The Passion from the Perspective of the 
Resurrection 

March 19, 26 and April 2, 9 
Dr. James Emerson 

Dr. James Emerson, Pastor Emeritus of Calvary 
Presbyterian Church in the city and currently a 
Visiting Scholar at the Graduate Theological 
Union, will lead us in looking at the Gospels 
from the perspective of their resurrection ac-
counts.  We will explore how the different ac-
counts of the resurrection in the four Gospels 
influenced the message of each Gospel writer.   
Jim believes that the Bible is an Eastern book 
and needs to be looked at from an Eastern way 
of thinking, rather than just a Western way. 
 March 19:  Mark—The Passion 
 From the Perspective of Fear 
 March 26:  Matthew—The Passion 
 From the Perspective of Joy 
 April 2:  Luke—The Passion 
 From the Perspective of Forgiveness 
 April 9:  John—The Passion 
 From the Perspective of the Creative Life 

April 23—Meet Chris Ode,  
our new Teaching Parish Assistant 

Feeding the Hungry – Are Genetically Modified Foods the Answer? 
April 30, Dr. Margaret R. McLean 

A 2004 report from the United Nations claimed that agricultural biotechnology – including the genetic 
engineering of crops – can benefit the poor, particularly poor farmers in poor countries.  The report 
was greeted with optimism by some and outrage by others.  The same year, the ELCA urged individuals 
and congregations to engage in “deliberation and action” in the face of the “weighty” concerns raised by 
the genetic modification of food.  Join us to discuss the development of genetically modified foods – just 
what are they and have I eaten one? – as well as to look at the ELCA policy resolution on “genetically 
modified organisms in the food supply.”  What resources does our faith offer for considering whether 
genetic technology ought to be used in this way? 

Easter Sunday, April 16:  
No Adult Forum 

If you have any topics that you would like covered, have a study that you would like to lead, or are interested in plan-
ning next season’s program, please contact Debby Halladay 415-386-6817 or Suzanne Smith 415-285-7438. 
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TUESDAYS AT 2:00 BIBLE 
STUDY 

 

Bible Study, fellowship, conversation, sharing 
and goodies every Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. in 

the Brockie Lounge of Martin Luther Tower. 
Bring your Bible and your questions to this 
fun and stimulating time of learning. Classes 
are taught by Pastors Elizabeth Ekdale and 

Christian Jenner. Everyone welcome! 

W E L CAW E L CA   
( W O M E N  O F  T H E   

E V A N G E L I C A L  L U T H E R A N  
C H U R C H  I N  A M E R I C A )  

 

An Invitation to All Women  
Tuesdays, March 14 and April 11 

WELCA ladies meet the second Tuesday of 

every month at 11:00 a.m. in the Fireside 

room of the Urban Life Center.  After our 

discussion we enjoy lunch and fellowship.  

Please bring a sandwich.  Refreshments and 

dessert are provided. Watch weekly Parish 

Announcements for details. 
 

Donna Dindia, Co-Chair  
Nadine Robinson, Co-Chair 

 WELCA@stmarks-sf.org 

THE 2006 HEINTHE 2006 HEIN--FRY LECTURESFRY LECTURES  

PACIFIC LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Wednesday April 19, 2006 

Chapel of the Cross 
9:00 am  

The 2006 Hein-Fry Lectures will address the challenges to 
“living together in the 21st century as Lutherans in the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America” and explore 
the resources within our tradition for tackling those chal-
lenges. Lecturers will be the Rev. Dr. Herbert W. Chilstrom 
and the Rev. Dr. H. George Anderson, former presiding 
bishops of the ELCA. The ELCA’s current presiding 
bishop, the Rev. Mark S. Hanson will serve as respondent. 
All three speakers will be present at each of the Hein-Fry 
Lectures for 2006.  Information on the speakers and re-
spondent can be found on the Internet at http://
www.elca.org/bishop 

The Hein-Fry Lectures are free and open to the public. 
This series of endowed theological lectures is coordinated 
by ELCA Vocation and Education in cooperation with the 

eight ELCA seminaries to 
foster original scholarship 
and enrich theological dia-
logue throughout the church. 

Please contact Christopher 
Evans at cevans@plts.edu 
and provide your name, the 
number in your party, and 
your telephone number and/
or your e-mail if you plan to 
attend. AALSOLSO  FROMFROM WELCA…. WELCA….  

From our gifts and projects in 2005, WELCA 
has been able to donate funds to support 
the work of six organizations.  These are: 

 

Salem Lutheran Home 
 

Iglesia Luterana Cordero de Dios 
 

Kerry's Kids  
 

San Francisco Network Ministries Safe 
House for Women 

 

Living Waters Lutheran Church 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica's work with Women and Girls 

 

     Nice work, WELCA! 
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“MAKING CHRIST KNOWN:”  
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, JANUARY 29, 2006 

 
In the opening devotion, Pr. Ekdale reminded the congregation of “the least of these.”  Our focus in 2006 
will be on hunger and poverty in local and global communities—this is the backdrop for our meeting and 
ministry. The tone for the 143rd Annual Meeting of the congregation was set by President Barbara Engmann 
in her President’s Report: “we have good news to tell!”  High on the list of “good news” are: 

 

“Scaffolding”—the retrofit and renovation of the church building is on time and on budget.  We have 
been able to add to the scope of the work including a slate roof and enhanced ventilation. 

The retrofit of Martin Luther Tower will begin shortly.  Both construction projects should finish 
about the same time. 

At the end of 2005, we had a budget excess that allowed us to send $1000 to the ELCA World Hun-
ger Appeal, fund “thank you” bonuses to staff, and put $52,000 into our contingency reserve. 

 

Engmann provided an update on Pr. Jennert’s disclosure and on the process of dialogue as we await a re-
sponse from the Bishop.  The congregation was asked to indicate on a form what sorts of opportunities for 
dialogue were desired going forward.  A clear majority of those who completed the form (52 out of 85) in-
dicated that enough opportunities had been provided thus far and that further forums should happen once 
we hear from the Bishop. 
 

During the meeting, the congregation took the following action: 
 

Approved the 2006 combined St. Mark’s and Urban Life Center budgets; 
Ratified four Constitutional and two By-Law Amendments that had been approved at the Special 
Congregational Meeting held prior to the Annual Meeting.   
     These Amendments: 

clarify the role of the Treasurer on Church Council if the Treasurer is not an elected member of 
the Council; 

expand membership of the Executive Committee to include one at-large member selected from 
the Council; 

extend the number of allowable consecutive terms for congregation officers from two consecu-
tive 1-year terms to three consecutive 1-year terms; and, 

clarify ownership of parochial records. 
Elected the following members to Council:  Jerrold Allen, Dean Atkinson, Geri Bailey, Margaret 

McLean, and Debra Varian to 3-year terms; and Laurel Troner to a 1-year term. 
 

Gratitude was extended to those retiring from leadership positions and to those who have worked tirelessly 
on the retrofit.  Everyone is encouraged to read “the good news” in the 2005 Annual Report as we are 
poised to extend our ministry in 2006.   
                              - Margaret R. McLean, Secretary 

Lenten Offering Boxes for ELCA’s World Hunger Appeal 
Our Lenten Offering Boxes will be distributed following worship services at the beginning of 
Lent.  Please begin saving your extra coins and place them in your Lenten offering box, during 

the Lenten Season.  Our boxes have again been decorated by the Sunday School children.  
You may bring your box of coins to church during Holy Week.  They will be placed at the 

altar along with our offering gifts. 

ELCA 
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APRIL MARCH 

WWWEEE   OFFEROFFEROFFER   PRAYERSPRAYERSPRAYERS   OFOFOF   THANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVINGTHANKSGIVING   ANDANDAND   
   AAA H H HAPPYAPPYAPPY B B BIRTHDAYIRTHDAYIRTHDAY   TOTOTO   THETHETHE   FOLLOWINGFOLLOWINGFOLLOWING   MEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERS:::   

Gomez, Gregory           03/02           
Chitty, Edward          03/05 
Breice, David            03/10           
Ekdale Hoch, Grace    03/10 
Park, Kathleen           03/10           
Schieber, Randall        03/10 
Choy, Derek              03/13           
Taylor, Scott            03/13 
Benson, Alexa            03/15           
Baum, Sally              03/16 
Dallas, Jim              03/16          
Jordan, Joan             03/19 
Lembcke, Herb            03/21 
Ritter, Mary             03/21 
Bartz, Robert            03/22          
Rehbein, Michelle        03/22 
Richey, David            03/25           
Bax, Ruth                03/26 
Taylor, Erika            03/28           
Jacobs, Jr., Charles     03/30 
Nirenberski, Andra       03/30           
Wiener, Gary             03/30 
Mullen, Ann              03/31 

Baum, Alexandra       04/02 
Brooks, Riley             04/02           
Lowry, Elisabeth        04/04 
Squires, Sheryl          04/04           
Benson, Elizabeth      04/05 
Ocker, Jonathan        04/07           
Coursolle, Abigail       04/09 
Lembcke, Barbara      04/09           
Trebbin, Janice          04/10 
Irvin, Alice             04/11           
Stieg, Sherri            04/11 
Swanson, Karl            04/11           
Gallagher, Rob           04/13 
Jacobsen, Michelle     04/14           
Breice, Tom                04/15 
Lokken, James           04/15           
Lee, Bernard               04/16 
Renslo, Adam             04/16          
Strand, Audrey           04/16 
Benson, Kilian            04/17           
Capp, Walter              04/18 
Mocanu-Schendel,  
 Florentina      04/18           
Putnam, Kurt              04/20 
McGuire, Kristi            04/21           
Brooks, Ryder             04/22 
Carlozzi,  
    Kathryn Anne  04/22           
Dunning, Sarah           04/22 
Schilling, Gary            04/23           
Swanson, Cheryl         04/23 
Bohlig, Signe              04/24          
Hurley, Ana                04/24 
Kell, Gretchen            04/24          
Bohlig, Aron               04/26 
Jacobsen, Kurt           04/27          
Jahnke, Greg              04/29 
Varian, Debra             04/30           
Wentker, Frances          04/30 

After-hours  
Pastoral Care   

Please be reminded that the 
Pastors can be 

reached at their 
home phone num-
bers (printed in the 

church directory) after church 
hours if you require emergency  

pastoral care. 

Scrip Update 
 

eScrip proceeds to St. Mark's 
Ministries totaled $535 for 
year 2005 through November, 
nearly 5 times the $114 
earned by August 2005. 
Yeah!   
 

eScrip membership nearly tri-
pled since last August with 21 
new members, 
bringing our to-
tal now to 34 St. 
Mark’s eScrip-
e r s  w h o  a r e 
he lp ing  fue l  a 
vital function of our church--
just by shopping at participat-
ing stores or online with their 
 
 Safeway, Macy's, and credit 
cards and dining at participat-
i ng  res t auran t s .  Doub le 
Yeah!  Please contact me if 
you'd like information on join-
ing this user-friendly fundrais-
ing program, have questions 
about your individual accounts 
or the work-in-progress eS-
c r i p  recyc l i n g  p rogram . 
Thanks!  Kristi Mc Guire, Ph. 
4 1 5 - 7 3 1 - 4 2 8 7 ,  
kamcguire@sbcglobal .net  

 

Sludge 
SLUDGE hikes are scheduled 
every month or two, so if 
you’re interested in joining us, 
contact Tom Benson at take-
benson@earthlink.net or (707) 
765-2775 to be placed on the 
SLUDGE email/phone list.  
Hikes are announced in 
advance at Sunday 
services and in weekly 
bulletins. 
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thanks to our partners in the South Dakota synod). 
These were given to the 557 prisoners in the prison 

here in Ngaoundéré. God’s 
blessings to all who worked 
to make these quilts and to 
our partners at Global 
Health Ministries which 
collected the quilts and 
then shipped them to Cam-
eroon. 
 

We ask also for your con-
tinued prayers for both the 
hospital and the church 
here. The hospital remains 
understaffed by physicians 
and is struggling financially. 
We pray for God’s guid-
ance and wisdom. 

2 

That’s all for now from the Cameroon Nelsons where 
God blesses us one day at a time. In His peace and with 
our love, 

 The Nelsons: Tim, Holly, Spencer, Jenna & Madeline 

 

Bonne Année and Barka de Saala! 
We have finished celebrating not just Christmas and 
New Year’s but also the Feast of the Ram. The “Fete du 
Mouton”, a national holiday here in Cameroon, comes 
40 days after Ramadan for the Muslims and commemo-
rates Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son Ishmael 
graced by God, with provision of a ram as a substitute. 
We attended the mass prayer where thousands came to 
worship together in an open field, hear the message of 
the Lamidat (local chief) and to witness the sacrificial 
ram slaughter.  We were touched by the portion kindly 
provided to us by some friends and by the large distribu-
tion of meat given to patients (Muslim and Christian 
alike) in the hospital. In a time when inter-faith tensions 
are ever-present in politics and the media, it’s good to 
see the love of God (our one same God) in our every-
day lives.  
 

And more celebrations! We have had the recent joy of 
elephants! Yes, we finally saw the much sought after ele-
phants who can hide surprisingly well in the bush. We all 
were held in awe to see these magnificent beasts just 
where God put them. We also saw wild giraffes, jackals, 
birds galore plus an ostrich and a crocodile. So cool! We 
give God 2 thumbs up on his magnificent creation!  
 

Last weekend, Hôpital Protestant de Ngaoundéré 
opened it’s newly completed Burn Unit and Intensive 
Care Unit. In a country 
where most people cook 
over open fires, burns are 
frequent and devastating. 
Death rates from severe 
burns are 45% and scars can 
be quite debilitating.  
 
Thanks to a cooperative ef-
fort of the Rotary Club (in 
Ngaoundéré, Minnesota and 
Denmark) and St. Mary’s Du-
luth Clinic (a large Catholic-
based health center in Minne-
sota), the new unit hopes to 
improve the care of burn 
patients and to patients in 
other critically ill situations. Tim will be the medical di-
rector for this unit. Please pray for him in this work and 
for this unit. Holly had a wonderful experience distribut-
ing quilts made by Lutheran women in the US (special  

Holly distributing Lutheran quilts to over 500 prisonersHolly distributing Lutheran quilts to over 500 prisoners 

AANN U UPDATEPDATE  FROMFROM  THETHE N NELSONSELSONS  ININ    
CCAMEROONAMEROON  —— A M A MINISTRYINISTRY  OFOF S STT. M. MARKARK’’SS  

 

The SF Interfaith Dinners for the Homeless 
came off without a hitch. In January St. Mark’s 
members put five enticing dinners on the table 
for some of San Francisco’s working poor. Each 
night there were 75 to 90 men served, and 
their grateful response was heartening. Thanks 
go out to John Elford, for organizing the din-
ners, and to Dean Atkinson for his gourmet 
creations. 

Homeless Dinners a Success 

Pictured above are “helping hands”  
Marisa Louie and Helmut Schneider. 
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Simply Giving Makes  
Giving Simple! 

 

Simply Giving is a tool for those who would like 
their offering to St. Mark’s to be regular but don’t 

always have the time to follow through. It is an 
electronic transfer of your offering directly from 
your bank account to St. Mark’s. Consider Simply 

Giving as a tool to help you do the things you 
want to do. We currently have 45 

families using Simply Giving—
Forms are available in the church 
office. We will happily mail you 
one, just call the office at (415) 

928-7770. 

 

 

MAY—JUNE EVANGEL  
DEADLINE IS APRIL 10TH! 

 
Monday, April 10th is the deadline for the 

May—June 2006 newsletter.  
Generally speaking the submission guide-
lines are as follows: each notice or blurb 

should be no more than 100 words; 
and each full article should 
be no more than 350 

words. Please email 
articles and notices—
as plain text in the 
body of the email—

to dayton@stmarks-
sf.org, or place a hard copy in Ann Day-

ton’s mailbox in the church office. The Ev-
angel is published bimonthly. 

Sunday Coffee Hour  

Committees  

for March and April 
 

 
 

 

March 5 

Marie-Jose Baum and the Brieces 

March 12 

Barbara Bock and Jim Dallas 

March 19 

Yolanda Rivas and Nadine Robinson 

March 26 

Andrew Sallach and Geri Bailey 

 

April 2 

The Lembckes and Sherri Stieg 

April 9 

Kathy Lautz, Bob McPhail, the Bensons 

and David Look 

April 16 

The Jacobsens, the Culps and  

Philip Krikau 

April 23 

The Capps, Kurt Putnam and  

Louis Gutierrez 

April 30 

John Elford and Marge Okuley 
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Our Church CouncilOur Church CouncilOur Church Council   
 
 

Barbara Engmann, President  
(415) 346-0516  

engmann@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Randy Schieber, VP  
(650) 873-8997  

schieber@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Margaret McLean, Secretary  
(510) 895-1746  

mclean@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Aron Bohlig, Treasurer 
(415) 931-6515 

abohlig@yahoo.com 
 

Jerrold Allen 
(415) 285-3464 

jallenpmp@yahoo.com 
 

Dean Atkinson  
(415) 931-6684 

atkinson@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Marcy Bahr  
(415) 647-8482  

bahr@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Geri Bailey 
(415) 391-6234 

gernjeff@pacbell.net 
 

Jim Dallas 
(510) 832-1946 

dallas@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Patrick Hurley 
(510) 836-6672 

hurley@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Jonathan Ocker 
(415) 831-1021  

ocker@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Laurel Troner  
(408) 773-8189 

troner@stmarks-sf.org 
 

Debra Varian 
(415) 550-2638  

varian@stmarks-sf.org 

SSSTTT. M. M. MARKARKARK’’’SSS   ISISIS   AAA      
“R“R“RECONCILINGECONCILINGECONCILING   INININ C C CHRISTHRISTHRIST” C” C” CONGREGATIONONGREGATIONONGREGATION   

St. Mark’s is one of over 315 congregations, 22 synods and 
12 organizations across the ELCA and ELCIC (Canada) 

which have declared that lesbian and gay people are equally 
welcome to join fully in the worship and life of this Christ-

centered community.  For more information, please contact 
Steve Krefting at (415) 826-3124 or krefting@stmarks-sf.org 
or contact Pastor Elizabeth Ekdale at (415) 928-7770, x. 230 

or Ekdale@stmarks-sf.org.  Also visit the Lutherans Con-
cerned RIC website at http://www.lcna.org/ric.shtm.   

St. Mark’s Evangel ONLINE 
To receive the newsletter via email, please send your re-

quest to dayton@stmarks-sf.org.  When the Evangel is pub-
lished, you will receive an email with a link to the latest edi-
tion on our new website (www.stmarks-sf.org).  The Ev-

angel can be read, downloaded and printed as an Adobe 
PDF. Help us save paper, postage, copying and trees!   

“SAFE CONGREGATION” STATEMENT 
ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

In recognition of the spiritual and public trust given to this faith 
community, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in San Francisco, CA is 
committed to being a true sanctuary, both nurturing and protect-
ing its members and visitors. Worship of God requires openness, 
trust, intimacy, vulnerability and a safe, supportive community. 
Abuse and harassment are, therefore, violations of the faith 
shared by this congregation. Accordingly, the congregation will 
maintain official policies and procedures with the goal of prevent-
ing any instances of abuse, intervening appropriately into alleged 
incidents of abusive behavior, and caring for all involved. These 
procedures will be reviewed and amended as necessary by the 
Church Council to correspond to changes in civil law and the con-
gregation community. Approved at St. Mark’s Congregational 
Meeting, January 31, 2005. 
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Staff                                                                                        Email Address                  415-928-7770 
The Rev. Elizabeth E. Ekdale, Pastor ...................................................... ekdale@stmarks-sf.org    x. 230 
The Rev. Christian Jennert, Associate Pastor ..................................... jennert@stmarks-sf.org x. 226 
Rodney P. Gehrke, Director of Music and Liturgy .............................gehrke@stmarks-sf.org x. 233 
Jun Ranches, Office Manager..................................................................ranches@stmarks-sf.org x. 225 
Ann Dayton, Part-time Administrative Assistant ................................dayton@stmarks-sf.org x. 224 
Cheryl Garcia, Part-time Bookkeeper.................................................... garcia@stmarks-sf.org x. 229 
Duc Huynh, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor, x. 222 
Carl Storey, Weekend Custodian 
Gail Culp, Sunday School Coordinator 
Elvira Markov and Gladys Pozo, Nursery Assistants 
Chris Ode, Teaching Parish Assistant 
 

Sister Parish: 
Cordero de Dios (Lamb of God) Lutheran Church,  

Soyapango, El Salvador, Central America 
 

  St. Mark’s is a congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop  
The Rev. David Mullen, Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod  

The Rev. Daniel Solberg, Dean, San Francisco 
Conference 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
1111 O’Farrell Street, San Francisco, CA 94109 
phone: 415-928-7770    fax: 415-928-8534 
Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Please contact us if you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

St. Mark’s is a growing Christian com-
munity rooted in tradition and open to 
new expressions. Responding to God’s 
compassionate love, we reach out in 

service to the community and the 
world. With openness of heart and 

spirit, we welcome all. 

www.stmarks-sf.org   


