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ROBERT HUW MORGAN
ORGAN RECITAL A Fling Wide EVENT

THANKSGIVING
EVE SERVICE

"ART OF FUGUE"
by Johann Sebastian Bach

Wednesday,
November 21 at 7 pm

Sunday, November 18
3:00 pm
Join us for a fabulous presentation of Bach's consummate
exploration of fugue,
one of his final and
most sublime works.
While most performances use harpsichord
or string ensemble, the
work is entirely at
home on the organ (other than
one or two notes which go
below the normal range of the
instrument), for which Bach
wrote so many other fabulous
fugues.

...

Robert holds a D.M.A. in
organ performance and orchestral conducting from the
University of Washington,
Seattle, as well as an M.A. and
B.A. from St. John's College,
Cambridge, England,
and is a Fellow in the
Royal College of Organists. He has played many
recitals in the US, Germany, Wales, Australia,
Norway, Sweden, and
England.
There is a suggested donation
of $10.00 ($5.00 for seniors
and students,) but no one will
be turned away for lack of
funds.

FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW.

We've heard powerful temple
talks from fellow parishioners
about their lives as God's
faithful stewards. We've filled
out our time and talent worksheets offering our gifts, passions, time and energy to
Christ's ministry at St.
Mark's. Our goldfish are alive
and thriving - you'll have to
speak with one of the children
if you missed worship on Oct.
21! We've received our
stewardship packet with commitment cards, a letter from
the pastors and stewardship
information on Oct. 28.

If you stay in the Bay Area for
Thanksgiving this year, please
join St. Mark’s for a
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service
with Holy Communion
The preacher will be Seminarian Jeremy Fuerst. Coffee
and cookie fellowship in Heritage Hall will follow the Service.
We look forward to seeing
you there!

..

What is there left to do?
Prayerfully fill out and return
the commitment cards on
November 11- Celebration
Sunday!
Our stewardship focus, " . . .
from whom all blessings flow . . “
culminates on Celebration
Sunday, Nov. 11. Please
bring your commitment cards
to worship that day. You will
be invited to walk forward
and place them on the altar
during the offering in an act
of thanksgiving and praise. It
is always moving to watch
families and singles, young
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With joyful hearts,
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P AGE 2

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2007
WORSHIP INFORMATION

S ERVICE

OF

S ERVICE

ON

P RAYER AND
H EALING

W ORLD A IDS

Service on World AIDS Day
Saturday, December 1 at 6:00 pm in the Church

Sunday, November 18 at
9:00 am

Saturday, December 1
6:00 pm

Midweek Advent Services at St. Mark's
Wednesdays, December 5, 12 and 19
Midday Advent Prayer Service at 12:00 pm in the Church
and
Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm in the Church

A special healing service will
be held at the 9:00 a.m. worship service Sunday, November 18. If you or a loved one
are in need of physical or
emotional healing, this service
is especially for you. This
service will offer special
prayers and anointing for
healing for those who desire.
Holy Communion will be
served. Come and experience
the healing power of God’s
Spirit!

This year, St. Mark’s will
observe World Aids Day with
an ecumenical evening service
and Holy Communion.

Christmas Eve Services
Monday, December 24
Christmas Pageant at 5:00 pm in the Church
Lessons and Carols at 8:00 pm in the Church
Candlelight Choral Eucharist at 11:00 pm in the Church
Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 25
Festival Choral Eucharist at 10:00 am in the Church
New Year’s Eve
Monday, December 31
Liturgy of New Year’s Eve at 6:00 pm in the Church

Pastors Elizabeth and Christian hand out bibles to St. Mark’s 3rd
graders on October 21.

LYA S MALL

G ROUP

Lutheran Young Adults (LYA)
is a small group of young
adults that meet weekly at St.
Mark's for communal dinner
and Bible/book studies. This
year, we have read Paul's Letter to the Philippians and
Dorothy Bass' Practicing Our
Faith, and we are currently
discussing Dietrich Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship.
If you are in your 20s or 30s,
join us! Please e-mail
lya@stmarks-sf.org for
more information.

D AY

“Be attentive to the voices of those
living with and affected by HIV
and AIDS. Together we will find
the courage to confront the continued marginalization and stigmatization that impacts those
living with and affected by HIV
and AIDS.” - Rev. Mark S.
Hanson, ELCA Presiding
Bishop.
Join us for a service of remembering those who have
died of AIDS, those are living
with HIV/AIDS and their
family and friends.

H OMELESS S HELTER
January 18 - February 2,
2008
St. Mark’s will again be one
of the hosts for the Interfaith
Homeless Shelter for Men
this winter. Overnight housing, breakfasts and dinners
will be provided for approximately 60 men each day in
the Urban Life Center Auditorium. Speak to John Elford
or Pam Ruh, or look for more
information in upcoming
weekly bulletins!

Time & Talent is now online!
Please visit St. Mark's website for a new Time & Talent Inventory and fill it out online.
Go to www.stmarks-sf.org, and click on the Time & Talent button.

S T . M ARK ’ S L UTHERAN C HURCH

C ONFIRMATION
AT S T . M ARK ’ S
We have four 7th grade students beginning the two year
confirmation process at St.
Mark's. As we begin this journey, I invite the congregation
to keep these young people in
your prayers: Killian Benson,
Sigi Ocker, Ariana Baum and
Davia Schendel.
We meet almost every Sunday for conversation and
study. We start each class by
sharing the highs and lows of
the past week. We end each
class with prayer - especially
praying for one another.
We are currently studying the
Apostles' Creed. Why do we
start with studying this creed?
The creed shapes our common understanding of our
Triune God and how we experience God in the world
and in our lives. In worship a
few weeks ago, I was sitting
behind one of our confirmation students. When we began to profess our faith with
the words of the Apostles'
Creed, she turned to me excitedly and said, "we were
just learning about this today
in class”. It is wonderful to
watch our young people make
connections with their learning and worship and grow in
appreciating the relevance of
their faith in daily life.
We also do a variety of servant projects and off-site
learning about life and faith.
For example, last Sunday the
students walked in the CROP
walk to help end world hunger. In December, they will
help lead the worship service
at Central Gardens Convalescent Home.

P AGE 3

SMSHY
A PPALACHIA T RIP
The SMSHY servant trip to
the Appalachian Mountains
of Tennessee/North Carolina/Georgia in July taught
us about a different culture
here in our own country.
For one week, we stayed
at Eagle Ranch Adventure
Camp near Copperhill,
Tennessee. In between
service projects like assisting at an industrial facility
that provides jobs to the
physically and mentally
handicapped, socializing
Eagle Ranch Camp is on the border of Tennessee and North Carolina - here
with senior citizens, and
we are on the state line!
marking trails at our camp,
our group of five saw the
Grand Ole Opry, whitewater
SMSHY R AP S ESSIONS
rafted, and tried square dancing! Most of all, we enjoyed
Mark Your calendars for our
fellowship and worship within If you're in high school, join
the
St.
Mark’s
Senior
High
upcoming Rap Session dates:
our small group.
Youth group (SMSHY) for
November 4, 18
We would like to thank
fellowship and sharing during
December 2, 16
YOU, the members of St.
our regular Sunday Rap
January 6, 20
Mark's, for making our trip
Sessions. We meet at 10 am
financially possible and for
in the Youth Room, adjacent
For more information on
your prayers of support! Spe- to Sunday School in the UrSMSHY, contact Marisa Louie
cial thanks is also due to the
ban Life Center.
at marisalouie@gmail.com.
San Francisco County Chapter
of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for their matching
support of funds raised.
Confirmation is a ministry
with and for young people
who are eager to ask questions and delve deeper into
issues of faith. Together we
learn about the message of the
gospel of Christ and what it
means to live out our baptismal faith in the world.
Pastor Elizabeth and
Jeremy Fuerst,
Confirmation teachers

The SMSHYs at Industrial Opportunities, Inc., after a day on the
floor with IOI employees.
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P AGE 4

A DULT F ORUM
Christmas
Decorations
Once again this
year, we are asking
for contributions to
St.
Mark’s
C h r i s t m a s
decorations in
honor of, or in
memory of, a loved
one. Look for a
bulletin insert in the
coming weeks
which will have
more details. The
insert may be
completed and
mailed to the
church office or
dropped it in the
offering plate on
Sunday morning.
Your donations are
put toward the cost
of a Christmas tree,
wreaths
and
poinsettias,
purchased primarily
from Delancey
Street. Thank you
for your holiday
generosity!

FOR

Members and friends of St.
Mark’s meet Sunday mornings at 10:00 in the Fireside
Room in the Urban Life Center. We welcome all to join
in learning and exploring together. Our forums for the
coming Sundays are:
Criminal Justice
and the Church
November 4, 11 & 18
On Nov. 4th, learn about the
challenges and rewards of
prison ministry from Chaplain Hans C. Hoch of the
Federal Correctional Institution in Dublin, California. He
will discuss his ministry and
give an overview of Prison
Chaplaincy.
On Nov. 11th, Laura Magnani from the American
Friends Service committee
will present her book, Beyond Prisons: A New Interfaith Paradigm for Our Failed
Prison System. She is an expert in the field.
On Nov. 18th, Chaplain
Dora Ford from Cornell
Corrections will present her
ministry in the Tenderloin
with offenders in a half-way

N OVEMBER

AND

D ECEMBER

house setting on Taylor St.
The Welcome Ministry
of San Francisco
November 25
Pastor Megan Rohrer
Come and meet Pastor
Rohrer, the new director of
The Welcome Ministry in San
Francisco. Learn about what
the Ministry does in the areas
of pastoral counseling, having
an open Welcome Center,
doing outreach to the street
community and particularly
it’s Homeless Identification
Project which helps the
homeless get ID’s.
Paul’s Reading of
Mosaic Torah
& Our Reading of Both
December 2 & 9
Dr. David Balch
Meet with Dr. Balch, the
New Testament scholar at
Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary and learn about
how Paul read the Torah in
dialogue with other Jewish
readers. Look at Luther, Paul
and contemporary cultures,
contexts and vocabulary for
interpreting scripture.
On Angels and Other
Heavenly Creatures

P RE - T HANKGIVING
M EAL AT S T . M ARK ’ S

Sunday, November 18

Seniors ferried to Sausalito for lunch on June 13.

Join fellow worshipers in
Heritage Hall after the 11:00
am service for roast turkey
and all the fixings. This is
open to all—there will be a
free will offering basket at
the meal.. Join us!

December 16
Pastor Jennert (Angels)
This is a continuation of our
Adult Forum on angels and
other heavenly creatures in
the Hebrew Scriptures led by
Pr. Jennert in September.
This session looks at angels in
the New Testament and what
they have meant to the
church. Are they still around?
Come, learn and share.
Christmas Past and
Christmas Future
December 23
Meet to reflect on favorite
Advent and Christmas traditions from your, and St.
Mark’s, past, and share what
traditions St. Mark’s should
keep and some that might be
started next year.
December 30
NO FORUM

If you have topics to suggest,
or study that you would like
to lead, or are interested in
planning next season’s program, please contact Suzanne
Smith 415.285.7438.

T HANKSGIVING
I NTERFAITH S ERVICE
Thursday, November 22
at 10:00 am
Join others from the interfaith community for a time of
prayer and thanksgiving at St.
Ignatius church at University
of San Francisco.
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S ENIOR T RIP

TO

Friday, November 16
This science museum, located
in the Marina District, has
more than 650 permanent
exhibitions. Learn about how
the weather in space affects us
here on Earth, discover where
languages
come
from, or
investigate
the science
behind
your favorite
sport. The
Tactile Dome sends you into
total darkness, where your
sense of touch becomes your
guide; on the flip side of that,
you can learn more about

P AGE 5

E XPLORATORIUM
and how they work by watching as the Exploratorium’s
Explainers (staff members)
dissect cows eyes (not for the
feint of heart –or stomach).
Admission: $11 for seniors.
AAA card, KQED coupons or
museum
membership
will further
reduce the
entrance
fee.
We’ll have
lunch at
Bechelli’s coffee shop on
Chestnut St (between Divisadero and Scott.)
Depart: 10:00 am
Return: 2:00 pm

Senior trips depart from MLT lobby, unless noted otherwise. To reserve
your seat please contact the MLT Office at 885.1084, Pastor Jennert
at 928.7770 x 226, or Dean Atkinson at 931.6684.

S ENIOR S HOPPING
Thursday, December 13
Join us for a ride to Fairfield. Visit the beautifully
decorated Solano Mall to
do some Christmas Shopping, and enjoy an early
dinner at JJ North’s Grand
Buffet—a great place with
delicious food for just one
low price. Later we will

IN

Our holiday SMART event
will bring us to Lichee Garden in Chinatown for a dim
sum brunch! We'll feast on
seafood dumplings, barbecued pork buns, sweet egg
custard tarts, and more at

Thursday December 6
5:00 pm in Heritage Hall
This year, beautiful live music
will be provided by MUSAIC
Chorus, followed by a singalong of our favorite Christmas carols and holiday tunes.
A gourmet meal will be
planned and provided by Chef
Dean Atkinson. Please watch
the weekly bulletin for menu
details!
Signups, as always, will be
taken at the MLT
Office.
Join us on December 6 for holiday cheer!

F AIRFIELD

look at
some
beautifully
lighted
homes in the spirit of the
season, and then perhaps
stop at WalMart for some
additional bargains.
Depart:1:00 pm
Return: ~ 6:00 pm

SMART D IM S UM B RUNCH
Saturday, December 1
10:00 am

S ENIOR C ENTER
C HRISTMAS
D INNER

this reasonably priced, family
style restaurant that's a wellkept secret among locals.
Lichee Garden is at 1416
Powell (Broadway /Vallejo.)
Please RSVP through the Evite or
call Pastor Christian at (415)
928-7770 x 226.

Phillip Krikau and Dana Utz queue up with
their pets at the Blessing of the Animals service
on October. 7

A LL S AINTS S UNDAY , N OV . 4
On Nov.4th, we remember saints known and unknown, particularly those at St. Mark’s and MLT who
have died since last All Saints Day.
Margaret Coope
Charlotte Cottrell
Wanda Hendrickson
Mary Horton
Marilyn Schrick
Jeanne Tucker
Betty Wilshusen

T HE E VANGEL

P AGE 6

PASTORAL
REFLECTIONS
Fairs, Festivals and Fests, Oh My!
On a weekend not long ago in
San Francisco there was the
Lovefest, Bluesfest, Winefest,
and Leatherfest all
being held at various locations in the
city. There was a Children's fair in Yerba
Buena gardens and a variety of
festivals being held in different neighborhoods. I had the
opportunity to walk through
the Lovefest as I traveled
from the Civic Center BART
station to St. Mark's. What a
sensory feast as I witnessed
costumed young people dancing to the beat of Salsa music
in front of City Hall. It was
clear to me they were having
a great time and planned on
partying into the wee hours of
the night.
There is a plethora of activities to take in, places to explore, events to be experienced in San Francisco and
the Bay Area. We could fill
our calendars from morning
to midnight with festival and
fair hopping each weekend.
In the midst of making decisions of where to spend our
time and energy, I want to
encourage and affirm the one
or two hours you spend at St.
Mark's on a Sunday morning.
Here is where you will eat the
most nourishing meal of your
week, experience grace,
mercy and acceptance from
our welcoming community,
and encounter God's living
word which can change and
transform your life. I know it
is tempting to "skip worship"

S PECIAL M USIC E VENTS

AT

S T . M ARK ’ S

Be sure to make note of the following Concert Events coming up in November and December:

NOVEMBER
Volti
Sunday, November 4
4:00 pm
For more info:
www.voltisf.org

California Bach Society
Friday, November 30
8:00 pm
For more info:
www.calbach.org

SF Conservatory Chorus
Friday, December 14
8:00 pm
For more info:
www.sfcm.edu

DECEMBER

Musaic
Saturday, December 15
8:00 pm
For more info:
www.musaicsf.org

Robert Huw Morgan
A Fling Wide Event
Sunday, November 18
3:00 pm
For info see front page article

Soli Deo Gloria
Sunday, December 2
3:30 pm
For info see article below
or go to: www.sdgloria.org

New Esterhazy Quartet
Saturday, November 24
4:00 pm
For more info:
www.newesterhazy.org

Magnificat Baroque
Sunday, December 9
4:00 pm
For more info:www.
magnificatbaroque.org

in order to attend that once-ayear favorite festival. I realize
that Sundays are often the
only days of the week when
families can connect with one
another over a leisurely
breakfast. I have personally
heard the call of the Marin
Headlands when the sun is
shining and the bicycle beckons to be ridden.

together. I want to commend
to you this one hour as the
most nourishing hour of your
week. From worship, we go
to serve. From worship, we
leave refreshed and replenished. From worship, we go
off to a fair or festival or ball
game knowing we've received
the spiritual food necessary to
help us make it through another challenging week. So,
come and worship. And if
you have an extra hour, stay
for Adult Education or take
your child to Sunday School.
You won't be disappointed.

And yet . . . the one hour
spent in worship can center
and ground you in the gospel
of Jesus Christ in deep and
meaningful ways. We eat
together at Christ's table, we
greet one another with the
Peace of the Lord, we listen
to how God's word speaks to
us, we sing together, celebrate together, cry together,
and are the Body of Christ,

See you in worship and out on
the trails!
Pastor Elizabeth

New Esterhazy Quartet
Sunday, December 16
4:00 pm
For more info:
www.newesterhazy.org

S OLI D EO G LORIA
Come and join Soli Deo Gloria in its return to St. Marks
on Sunday, December 2nd
for the 3:30 PM concert “Time
Enough for Joy “under the baton of Artistic Director, Allen
H H Simon. Celebrate the
three seasons of Christmas —
Advent, Christmas, and
Epiphany... not just pages on
a calendar, but seasons that
have inspired generations of
com-posers and musicians.
Take time for yourself and
experience Christmas joy
with seasonal and traditional
music -- including pieces by
Kodaly, Praetorius, Victoria,
Britten and Mendelssohn -and thought-provoking narratives set to music by Dr.
Simon. Advance tickets can be
purchased from Kathy Lautz
or Mary Ritter.
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P AGE 7

S AFE C ONGREGATION S TATEMENT
In recognition of the spiritual
and public trust given to this
faith community, St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in San Francisco, CA is committed to
being a true sanctuary, both
nurturing and protecting its
members and visitors. Worship of God requires openness, trust, intimacy, vulnerability and a safe, supportive
community. Abuse and harassment are, therefore, violations of the faith shared by
this congregation. Accordingly, the congregation will

maintain official policies and
procedures with the goal of
preventing any instances of
abuse, intervening appropriately into alleged incidents of
abusive behavior, and caring
for all involved. These procedures will be reviewed and
amended as necessary by the
Church Council to correspond to changes in civil law
and the congregation community.
Approved at St. Mark’s Congregational Meeting, January 31,
2005.

E S CRIP U PDATE

C HURCH C OUNCIL
S EPTEMBER N OTES

THIS SEASON GIFT ST.
MARK'S MINISTRIES BY
JOINING eSCRIP, a NOCOST FUNDRAISER.
Prepare for the holidays and,
in the process, support St.
Mark's Ministries. Join your
fellow church members who
add substantial funds to our
ministries--$554 for the year
as of July 2007--just by shopping for necessities with participating eScrip merchants
who in turn donate a percentage of each receipt to St.
Mark's. Why wait? Go to
www.escrip.com and sign
up your grocery and store
cards with St. Mark's, Group
#158556562. Gift the earth
as well by dropping your old
cell phones, inkjet, laser, or
toner cartridges into the blue
"eScrip" recycling bin in
Heritage Hall. Thanks, and
Blessed Holidays to you all.
Kristi Mc Guire,
eScrip Coordinator
Ph. 415-731-4287.

Discussed the new emphasis that will be placed on Parish Life night and the revitalization of St. Mark’s Committees
Approved a Sunday School
fundraiser through the sale of
a Christmas Pageant DVD
Discussed the kick-off of
the Fall stewardship campaign
with the theme “From Whom
All Blessings Flow”

S TEWARDSHIP
Financial Summary
Aug 07
Income

YTD

38,303

316,243

Expenses 41,504

331,386

Net (3,201)

(15,143)

Sep 07

YTD

38,723

354,966

Expenses 42,973

374,359

Net (4,250)

(19,393)

Income

S ACRED A CTS
A T S T . M ARK ’ S

Join us in celebrating the
recent sacred event in our
parish:
The baptism of
Ainsley Fay Laidlaw-Smith
and
The wedding of Shauna
Malone and Andreas Kemp

W ORSHIP

Please note that the
submission deadline
for the JanuaryFebruary Evangel is
Monday, Dec. 10th!

O PPORTUNITY
Do you enjoy worship?
Would you like to see another service offered in
church, perhaps in the evening or during the middle of
the week—a time to step out
of the busyness of city-life, to
experience quiet and prayer
and to connect with God? If
this sounds interesting to you,
please contact Pr Christian to
plan together what such a
service might look like.

W ELCA
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED
TO ATTEND THE SECOND
TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH
FOR BIBLE STUDY,SHARING
SINGING AND PRAYER AND
FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL THE
WOMEN OF ST. MARK'S
AND ST. PAULUS WELCA
GROUP.BRING A SANDWICH
OR A SALAD. BEVERAGES
AND DESERTS WILL BE FURNISHED BY OUR HOSTESSES.
DECEMBER 11TH WILL BE
OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
PARTY AT 11 AM.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT DONNA
DINDIA,CO-PRESIDENT AT
415-648-4060.

The church office will
be closed
for Thanksgiving on
Nov. 22 and 22;
for Christmas on Dec. 24
and 25; and
for New Year on Dec. 31
and Jan. 1.
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St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
1111 O’Farrell Street
San Francisco, CA 94109

Church Office Hours
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday-Friday
Phone: 415.928.7770
Fax: 415.928.8534

stmarks-sf.org

St. Mark’s is a “Reconciling in Christ”
Congregation. St. Mark’s is one of over 315
congregations, 22 synods and 12 organizations
across the ELCA and the ELCIC (Canada) which
have declared that lesbian and gay people are
equally welcome to join fully in the worship and
life of this Christ-centered community. For more
information, please contact Steve Krefting at
krefting@stmarks-sf.org or 826.3124 or speak
to one of the pastors.

Staff
The Rev. Elizabeth E. Ekdale, Lead Pastor
The Rev. Christian Jennert, Associate Pastor
Rodney P. Gehrke, Director of Music and Liturgy
Jun Ranches, Office Manager
Ann Dayton, Administrative Assistant
Cheryl Garcia, Bookkeeper
Duc Huynh, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Carl Storey, Weekend Custodian
Elvira Markov and Gladys Pozo, Nursery Assistants
Jenny Hart, Sunday School Coordinator
Jeremy Fuerst, Teaching Parish Student

St. Mark’s is a growing Christian community rooted in tradition
and open to new expressions. Responding to God’s compassionate
love, we reach out in service to the community and the world.
With openness of heart and spirit we welcome all.

Email Address
415-928-7770
ekdale@stmarks-sf.org
x. 230
jennert@stmarks-sf.org
x. 226
gehrke@stmarks-sf.org
x. 233
ranches@stmarks-sf.org
x. 225
dayton@stmarks-sf.org
x. 224
garcia@stmarks-sf.org
x. 229
x. 222

St. Mark’s is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop
The Rev. David Mullen, Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod
The Rev. Daniel Solberg, Dean, San Francisco Conference
Sister Parish:
Cordero de Dios (Lamb of God) Lutheran Church in Soyapango, El Salvador

