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Advent Lessons
and Carols
Wednesday,
December 10

Reflection

from Pastor Elizabeth
“Not that I have already obtained
this or have already reached the
goal; but I press on to make it
my own, because Christ Jesus has
made me his own . . . ”
Philippians 3:12
t. Paul wrote these words to
his beloved congregation in
Philippi from a prison cell. His
circumstances were dire and yet
this letter is filled with deep faith
and love in Jesus Christ. The
power of Christ’s resurrection
motivates him to press on toward
the ultimate goal, eternal life with
Christ. Paul’s writing gives us
perspective and hope in the
midst of difficult (continued on p. 3)

S
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At 7:00 pm on December 10, St. Mark’s will
hold a special service of
lessons and carols for
Advent. Unlike Christmas Eve, this service will
include readings, anthems and hymns that
focus our attention on
Advent. In the midst of
the frantic pace of preparing for Christmas, St. Mark’s
offers you a place to come and
reflect in quiet on the meaning of
Advent, and on themes of expectation, patience, waiting and joy.
Music for the service will include
Palestrina’s Rorate, Coeli (Turn,
O heavens, and drop down your
dews upon us), Perti’s Magnificat, and Vivaldi’s Gloria. The
latter two will be sung with orchestra. Soloists for the Gloria
are Liz Benson, Alexa Benson
and Killian Benson.
Please come, bring your soul,
leave the craziness outside, and
settle into the contemplation of
Advent. –David Auerbach, Interim
Organist & Choir Director
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Forward in Faith
Fiesta Sunday
Coming on November 9!

Forward in Faith invites you to a
celebration of St. Mark’s sister
church, Cordero de Dios Lutheran Church in Soyapango, El
Salvador. The fiesta takes place
in Heritage Hall after the 11:00
am service on November 9. Join
See page 9 for full menu!

Christmas at
St. Mark’s
Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Pageant - 5:00 pm
Lessons and Carols - 8:00 pm
Candlelight Choral Eucharist
11:00 pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25

Festival Choral Eucharist
10:00 am
(full schedule on page 2!)
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All Saints Sunday
November 2

Midweek Advent Services
at St. Mark's
Wednesdays, December 3, 17
Holden Evening Prayer
at 6:45 pm
Wednesday, December 10
Advent Lessons and Carols
Service at 7 pm

Christmas Eve Services
Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Pageant at 5 pm
Lessons and Carols at 8 pm
Candlelight Choral Eucharist
at 11 pm

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25
Festival Choral Eucharist
at 10 am

New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, December 31
Liturgy of New Year’s Eve
with Holy Communion at 6 pm

Thanksgiving
Interfaith Service
Thursday, November 27
at 10:00 am

Join others from the interfaith
community for a time of prayer
and thanksgiving at the First Unitarian Church at 1187 Franklin
Street in San Francisco.
2

All Saints celebrates the baptized
people of God, living and dead,
who are the body of Christ. On
this Sunday in both worship services, we remember saints known
and unknown, particularly those
at St. Mark's and Martin Luther
Tower who have died in the last
year. Please join us for this time
of remembrance and celebration
of all the saints in our lives.

Ecumenical Service on

World AIDS Day

Monday, Dec. 1 at 6:00 pm
“Be attentive to the voices of
those living with and affected by
HIV and AIDS. Together we
will find the courage to confront
the continued marginalization
and stigmatization that impacts
those living with and affected by
HIV and AIDS.”
Mark S. Hanson
ELCA presiding bishop
s we enter
the Advent season of
waiting and
hope join us
for an evening
service of remembering
those who
have died of
AIDS, those
are living with
HIV/AIDS and their family and
friends. Leaders and clergy from
various communities will be present for this service.

A

St. Mark’s
Congregational
Gathering
Saturday, November 15th
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

“Listening to God...
...Listening to Each Other”
For Those Who Have Ears to Hear
lease plan to attend St.
Mark's 2008 congregational
gathering. We will spend the
morning exploring, learning and
practicing "Listening to God and
to Each Other."

P

W

e will be led by Sister Judy
Donovan and Anna Eng of
BAOC and St. Mark's own, Dr.
Caroline Hollnagel. There will be
plenty of time to learn and practice our listening skills and to
share with one another. We will
explore ways that we as a community can change in order to
better listen to God, one another
and grow as a church community.

T

his is a wonderful opportunity
for worship, fellowship and
reflection. Child care will be provided. Call or email the church
office to sign up. 415-928-7770/
dayton@stmarks-sf.org.

Thanksgiving Buffet
Sunday, November 23

Join fellow worshipers in Heritage Hall after the 11:00 am service for roast turkey “de
Provence” and all the
gourmet fixings. The
Forward in Faith
Committee is hosting
this special preThanksgiving
event.
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Reflection from page one
and tumultuous times. Because
he is secure in his faith in Jesus
Christ, he is able to focus on the
future with confidence and hope.
Paul reminds us of the importance of looking forward, of anticipating where God is calling us
and leading us, of keeping focused on what is to come.

T

here is new life for us to be
experienced in this community at St. Mark’s and in our own
lives. There are signs of new life
in our very midst right now. We
can focus on what we lack, what
we don’t like or what we miss.
In doing so, we may miss out on
the resurrection and growth
promised to us by God. I prefer
to focus on our future (Paul talks
about straining forward to what
lies ahead) and the wonderful
and marvelous opportunities for
ministry which God is calling us
to be about.

W

e soon will begin a new
church year and celebrate
the season of Advent. This season is all about hopeful expectation and faithful anticipation.
Like Paul, we too anticipate the
coming of Christ while at the
same time serving our neighbors
and proclaiming the gospel both
here at St. Mark’s and out in the
world.

W

e have many, many things
for which to be thankful.
We are a congregation blessed
with talent and resources and are
called to be engaged in Christ’s
mission in the world. We can,
with confidence, be hopeful
about our future by trusting
God’s promises for our lives and
for this community of faith.
With hope ……. .Pastor Elizabeth
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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Advent
Catechumenate

rist service. For more information, send an e-mail to catechumenate@stmarks-sf.org.

by Kyle Schiefelbein
he First Sunday of Advent
marks a beginning at St.
Mark’s. As some of you might
know, prospective members, new
members, and “seasoned” members have been meeting throughout the year in Journeys in Faith, a
place where people can discuss
anything related to faith, such as
God, the sacraments, Martin Luther, and more. The first Sunday
of Advent will mark the formal
beginning of this time of gathering with the Rite of Welcome, in
which the congregation will recognize those people who wish to
be baptized or affirm their baptisms.

appy New Year! Many of
you might find this exclamation odd, but on Sunday, November 30, we will be celebrating
the beginning of the liturgical
year. Advent, the first season of
the liturgical year, commemorates the waiting and longing of
both the birth of Christ
(Christmas) and Christ’s second
coming. “Stir up your power,
Lord Christ, and come” begins
the Prayer of the Day for the first
Sunday of Advent.

T

H

T

his rite begins a
period which has
historically been referred to as the catechumenate, which
has the same root as
the word catechism.
This model of
“creating Christians”
was lost to the
church until the Second Vatican CounLiz Benson and members of the Junior Choir
cil, when the Roman
take part in worship on September 21.
Catholic Church
formulated the Rites of Christian
Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.). In
the past decade, Lutheran
churches have adapted the
R.C.I.A. approach to baptism
and affirmation of baptism.
D

J

ourneys in Faith is open for all
who would like to gather and
discuss faith-related issues and
make a public affirmation of
faith. The group gathers Wednesdays after the mid-week Eucha-

on’t for
g
Mark's et St.
Retreat Men's
on S
Novemb aturday,
er 1 !
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Sunday School:
Kids are all invited!

H

ere is an opportunity for
musical experiences, in spite
of school budget cuts. Each
Sunday, around 9:45, the kids
join together after the children's
sermon for 15-20 minutes of
singing and fun in the lower level
of the Urban Life Center before
the start of 10am Sunday
School. It's a seamless transition
between 9:00 am church into
Sunday School. Look for Susan
or Jeff Sall, or any of the Sunday
School teachers as we walk over
to the Urban Life Center. All
ages are welcome, parents too!

H

ere is our schedule for November and December:

November 2
Preschool: 23rd Psalm
K-5: Partners in Service
November 9
Preschool: Jonah and the Whale;
K-5: Tending God’s Light

Liv Beck, Kyle Schiefelbein, Bob Brouhard, Suzanne Smith and
Pastors Ekdale and Jennert at a recent Catechumente training in
Sacramento.

SMSHY Rap Session
If you're in high school, join the
St. Mark’s Senior High Youth
group (SMSHY) for fellowship
and sharing during our regular
Sunday Rap Sessions. We meet
at 10 am in the Youth Room in

the Urban Life Center. Mark
your calendars for our upcoming
Rap Session dates:
November 9 & December 14
For more information on
SMSHY, contact Shauna Malone
at shaunamalone@gmail.com.

November 16
Big Group: Prayer with Pastor
Christian
November 23
Preschool: Mary visits Elizabeth
K-5: Extravagant Opportunity
November 30
Big Group: Advent Activity and
Craft
December 7
Preschool: John is Born
K-5: Messengers of Hope
December 14
Preschool: Jesus is Born
K-5: Shouts of Joy
December 21 & 28
No Sunday School

4

St. Mark’s Sunday School gathers in the Urban Life Center after
the Children’s Time portion of the 9:00 am worship service. They
are joined by Susan and Jeff Sall for a special time of singing.
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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Adult Forums
for November and
December 2008

Members and friends of St.
Mark’s meet Sunday mornings at
10:00 in the Fireside Room in the
Urban Life Center. We welcome
all to join in learning and exploring together. Our forums for the
coming Sundays are:

Joyful Giving…A Baptism
Response
November 2
Members of the Forward in Faith…
Together in Mission Campaign
panel of members from the
Forward in Faith…Together
in Mission Campaign will lead
the forum in a discussion of our
own stories of giving and sharing. How does giving connect to
God’s baptismal promises?
Please join in this lively discussion of God’s call to us to be
generous of Spirit.

A

Mutual Ministry
November 9
Mutual Ministry Group
According to the book Pastor
and People: "Mutual Ministry is
a mission-oriented enterprise that
is characterized by a broad vision
of ministry and healthy practice
of mutuality. Mutuality ideally
exists not only ‘between’ the
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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pastors and people, but ‘among’
all the people, including the pastors."
What is this mysterious group
and how does Mutual Ministry
help St. Mark's focus on the mission of the congregation? Please
come to the Adult Forum on
November 9 to meet the members of the St. Mark's Mutual
Ministry team and discuss how
we can all work together to
strengthen our congregation and
focus on our mission. The Mutual Ministry Team includes
Charles Jacobs, Jo Chadwick,
John Varian, John Elford and
Catherine Hurley, who is the
team chair.

Understanding
Fundamentalism
November 16
Pastor Christian Jennert
he influence of fundamentalist Christianity is felt in every
walk of American life. Many of
the nation’s fastest growing
churches hold to conservative
Christian theologies. Fundamentalists and evangelical Christians
influence the debate surrounding
prayer in public schools, abortion
and homosexuality. Conservative
Christian authors dominate the
Christian publishing industry.

T

Come to this Adult Forum to
better understand the story behind the rise of fundamentalism,
uncover the meaning of
“evangelical” versus
“fundamental” and discover
what Lutherans have to offer in
this debate.

Christmas Break

No Adult Forums on
December 21 & 28

Mission with Interest
November 23
The Rev. Thomas Dudley
he Mission Investment Fund
of the ELCA provides opportunities for congregations, and
their members to earn interest on
their financial resources as they
help to build the Lutheran
Church. With investors' funds,
MIF makes loans to new mission
congregations for purchases of
land and construction of initial
church buildings, to established
ELCA congregations to expand
or renovate existing facilities or
relocate, and provides loans for
capital building projects to
ELCA-related ministries.

T

This forum will feature information about the MIF mission, investment options, and how congregations and their members
can invest to do "Mission with
Interest.”

Advent and Christmas
November 30 and December 7, 14
The Worship Committee
earn how to observe Advent
and Christmas for the health
of your spirit. These three Sundays will feature an in depth look
at the rich blessings of the opening seasons of the Church year.
These will be led by Kyle
Schiefelbein, St. Mark's Sacristan,
and walking encyclopedia of Lutheran liturgical practice, and the
Worship Committee.

L

November 30
Advent 1 - History and Theology
of Advent
December 7
Advent 2 - Rite of Welcome in
the Catechumenate
December 14
Advent 3 - History and Theology
of Christmas
5
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W

e at the Church Office
would like to extend warm
thanks to Bob Brouhard, who
regularly provides us with wonderful photos of St. Mark’s people and events. If you have photos you’d like to submit, please
email them to dayton@stmarkssf.org. To see these and many
more photos in full color, check
out the photo gallery on our
website:

www.stmarks-sf.org
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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Homeless Shelter
Begins January 4
(through January 17)

T

he season is changing and
winter and the new year will
soon be here. Beginning Sunday,
January 4th, St Marks will host
the SF Interfaith Council Homeless Shelter for two weeks. The
forecast for a difficult, even depressing winter is facing all of us
and the need to provide food and
shelter for people will be great.

November - December 2008

BREAD FOR THE
WORLD SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 30TH

S

t. Mark’s will celebrate
“Bread for the World Sunday” on November 30th, the first
Sunday of Advent. Bread for the
World is a collective Christian
voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at
home and abroad. Moved by
God’s grace in Jesus Christ, we at
St. Mark’s
f you can
rededicate
find a
ourselves
morning or
to ending
evening
hunger in
during
God’s
those two
world.
weeks to
What are
volunteer,
you moved
let the Soto do?
cial MinisSome
try folks
ideas:
know - they
♦ Order
will have
the free
sign-up
Marge Okuley poses with hundreds of blessed booklet
sheets at
“What
scarves made by busy hands at St. Mark’s
services
You Can
during November and DecemDo to End Hunger” at
ber. If you don't have the time, a
www.bread.org/booklet.
donation of any amount will go a
♦ Remember the hungry in your
long way to making the winter
prayers.….and give us – all of us –
warmer for the guests we welthis day our daily bread …
come and nourish.
♦ Consider fasting on BFTW
Sunday, remembering those who
ur biggest need is for
don’t have enough to eat.
MORNING PEOPLE,
♦ Include a donation of food to
who can prepare and serve an
the San Francisco Food Bank
early morning breakfast. This
with your church offering.
year perhaps more than ever you
♦ Inform your legislators about
will find your offerings, whatever
ways they can help the poor and
they are, will have an immediate
hungry both locally and globally.
and uplifting impact. Please mark
your calendars for January 4-17.
We can end hunger in our time!
Be a part of St. Mark’s Social
Ministry… we look forward to
serving with you!

I

O
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Alternative Giving
and Fair Trade Options

G

ive a gift to a worthy cause.
Your gift honors a friend or
loved one and also supports vital
projects for the needy - the perfect
gift idea for “the person who has
everything”.

ELCA Good Gifts – These gifts
support vital ministries and mission. Go to www.elca.org/
goodgifts for information.
ELCA Stand
With Africa Banish hunger, overcome HIV/
AIDS, build peace. Go online to
www.elca.org/hunger/swa.html.
Fair Trade coffees, tea, and
chocolate - Buy coffee, tea, and
chocolate directly from small
farmers and their families in Latin
America, Africa and Asia. Available at Whole Foods, Andronico’s,
other markets, online at
www.lwr.org/coffee or
www.equalexchange.com or
www.agreatergiftorg or
www.lwr.org/chocolate, or from
Mary Ritter at 510-895-0336 or
Mlrpeds@aol.com.
Fairly traded arts, crafts, clothing, and housewares - Available
online at www.lwr.org/handcraft
or www.tenthousandvillages.com
or www.agreater gift.org.
God’s Global Barnyard - See how ELCA’s
World Hunger Children’s program
uses animals to fight hunger in
Africa. Go to www.elca.org/
hunger or call 800-638-3522.
Heifer International – Give a
gift of an animal which will honor
your friends or family, and which
will help struggling families lift
themselves out of poverty. Go to
www.catalog.heifer.org or call toll
free 800-698-2511.
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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Old Faithful
of California

in beautiful Calistoga
Thursday, December 4

W

November - December 2008

After-Christmas
Shopping Sale
Wednesday, January 7
in American Canyon...

e will visit the Old Faithful
Geyser of California, an
erupting geothermal well. “Old
Faithful” has been a popular
tourist attraction
since the
1880’s. The
Geyser
tosses a
scalding curtain of water
anywhere
from 60 to
100 feet into the air approximately every 45 minutes.

…a brand new shopping facility and Wal-Mart Super Center
ou are invited to a scenic
drive to the town of American Canyon, Gate to beautiful
Napa Valley. A wide variety of
brand new stores and restaurants
as well as a Wal-Mart Super Center are waiting for your afterChristmas shopping experience.
Who will be the best bargain
hunter? We will have an inexpensive lunch there.
Departure: 10:30 am
Return: 3:00 pm

alistoga’s combination of
superb Mediterranean
weather, marvelous natural features, an educated and artistic
population, and an active lifestyle, makes this spot a favorite
destination.

St. Mark’s/MLT Senior Center

C

L

unch will be offered at Palisades Deli Café, a Deli with
coffee bar and indoor and outdoor patio seating. Fresh soup,
salads and a wide variety of sandwiches and deli items are available. It is said that Palisades has
some of the best sandwiches in
the Bay Area!
Departure: 10:30 am
Return: 2:00 pm
ll Senior Center trips are
offered on a first-come,
first-serve basis. The number of
participants varies depending on
drivers’ availability. Any trip may
be subject to cancellation. Please
be at Martin Luther Tower lobby
10 minutes before departure.

A
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Christmas Dinner
Friday, December 12
5:00 pm in Heritage Hall

J

oin MLT residents, the MLT
board, EAH staff, pastors and
friends and family for a wonderful evening of holiday cheer. We
will hear beloved carols and sing
along to familiar tunes. Enjoy a
wonderful meal in the spirit of
the season.

lease note that there is NO
Senior Luncheon in November. MLT residents are invited
to join St. Mark’s for their
Thanksgiving Buffet on
Sunday, November 23
12:15 pm in Heritage Hall
If you want to come for a wonderful holiday meal, please contact Dean Atkinson.

P

Forward in Faith ...
...Together in Mission

Fiesta Sunday
Menu

Pupusas
(Stuffed Tortillas)
Curtido
(Salvadoran Cabbage Salad)
Salsa Roja
Pollo Encebollado
(Chicken with Onions)
Casamiento
(Red Beans and Rice)
Ensalada de Frutas
(Orange, Pineapple, Jicama,
Banana, Red Onion
and Cilantro)
Assorted Desserts
Join Forward in Faith on

Sunday, November 9
at 12:15 pm

in Heritage Hall for this
Salvadoran celebration!

11th Annual

Mayor’s Interfaith
Prayer Breakfast
November 25

Join Mayor Gavin Newsom and
the San Francisco Interfaith
Council in a breakfast to honor
the SF Food Bank and the congregations who feed the hungry
in our City. The breakfast takes
place from 7:00 - 9:00 am at the
Cathedral Hill Hotel on Van
Ness. Get more information at
the Council’s website:
www.sfinterfaith.org.
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INVITATION TO ALL
WOMEN

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

T

he November meeting, in addition to our bible study and
regular monthly business, is time
for election of officers. We are
also pleased to announce that Jan
Charter has returned from five
months in Peru and has resumed
leading us in hymns and other
songs during our meetings.

D

ecember brings our annual
Christmas luncheon. There
will be a special program and festive decorations. Dean Atkinson
will again prepare the food.
Please join us.

T

he women of St. Mark’s and
St. Paulus meet from 11:00
am to 1:00 pm on the second
Tuesday of each month. The
meeting is held in the Fireside
Room at St. Mark’s Urban Life
Center. Bring your sandwich or
salad for lunch. Dessert and
coffee are provided.

P

lease join us for prayer, bible study, fellowship and fun.
If you would like more information please contact Geri Bailey at
(415) 391-8234 or geribailey@comcast.net or Nadine Robinson at (650) 735-5036 or
sfonLR@aol.com.
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focuses on the birth of the Savior. Special music for the service
will include Palestrina’s Rorate,
coeli (Turn, O heavens, and drop
s the fall moves forward, the
down your dews upon us), G.
music program at St. Mark’s
Perti’s Magnificat, and Vivaldi’s
is as busy as ever. We are deGloria. The latter two will be
lighted to welcome several new
sung with orchestra. Soloists for
members into the
the Gloria are Liz
adult choir: Paul
Benson, Alexa
Cruce, Kathy
Benson and
Lautz, Ralph
Killian Benson (a
Loen, Art Michel,
family affair!).
Connie Nahnsen,
The congregation
David Opitz,
is most warmly
Yuna Ono, and
invited to the speMartin Thompcial time of reflecson. As always
tion.
Organist David Auerbach and
we strongly enmembers of St. Mark’s choir dur- In preparation for
courage interit’s work, the
ing worship in September.
ested singers to
choir has been
contact David
having retreats on Saturday
Auerbach about joining the choir.
mornings each month, and will
he choir is preparing for a
continue to hold them. They are
service of lessons and carols
excellent opportunities for memfor Advent at 7 pm Wednesday,
bers to get some extra rehearsal
Dec. 10. The service will focus
time and for new members to get
our attention on the themes of
acclimated to the demands of the
preparation, expectation, introSt. Mark’s Choir.
spection and fulfillment. It will
–David Auerbach, Interim Organist
mirror a similar service on
& Choir Director
Christmas Eve which of course

The Music at St.
Mark’s

A

T

S.M.A.R.T

(St. Mark’s Adults ‘Round Town)
Watch the weekly announcements for details on a special
S.M.A.R.T. event in the planning
stages for December! For information on S.M.A.R.T. membership and events, contact Allana
Helland at
allanahelland@yahoo.com
10

Aaron Greig, Dale Loepp, Margy Glasner and Yuna Ono share a SMART
meal at Angeline’s Louisiana Kitchen in Berkeley in September.
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Church Council
Highlights

Notes from the
September and October
meetings:
♦ Received a report from MLT
Board President Mark Hammitt
on key items of mutual interest
including preliminary considerations regarding the long-term
utilization of the Urban Life
Center space
♦ Discussed efforts to reinvigorate and strengthen HR policies
and processes
♦ Appointed a Worship Assessment Task Force to be chaired
by Kathy Lautz and Greg Jahnke,
and a Search Committee headed
by Susan Sall to identify candidates for our new organist and
choir director
♦ Approved a Council Covenant
covering the kinds of behaviors
the Council values and aspires to
achieve
♦ Created a Council of past
presidents of St. Mark’s to offer
support, counsel and advice to
St. Mark’s leadership as needed,
and to support the identification
and development of current and
future congregational leaders
♦ Affirmed a decision by the Endowment Committee to move
forward with a planned giving
program for St. Mark’s
♦ Appointed a Nominating
Committee to identify candidates
for Council in 2009. Members
are Debbie Varian, Dean Atkinson, and John Elford.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church Newsletter
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Stewardship

Financial Summary
Aug. 2008 Year to date
Income
48,132
359,595
Expense 51,148
360,318
Net
-3,016
-723
Sep. 2008 Year to date
Income
45,666
405,261
Expense 44,368
404,687
Net
1,298
574
Forward in Faith Update
Pledged to FIF:
971,168
Received:
806,748
Shortage:
164,420
Thank you for your continued support!

Sacred Acts
at St. Mark’s
Join us in commemorating the
recent sacred events in our parish:

Memorial Service

Victor Gold on
September 22, 2008

Baptisms

Mara Clare Kemp-Malone on
September 14, 2008
Annabella Ingelise Madsen on
September 28, 2008

Weddings

Brad Hubert & Martin
Thompson on August 30, 2008
Adrienne Nelson & Kurt
Brown on October 18, 2008

Ministry of Welcome
Meeting, December 7
Church Office Closures

The church office will be closed
for Thanksgiving on November 27
& 28; for Christmas on December
24 & 25; and for New Year on
December 31 & January 1.

Next Evangel Deadline

Please join us on Sunday, December 7th, at 10:00 am in the
Sanctuary for a short meeting to
learn about our Ministry of Welcome - greeting, ushering &
comforting. Ideas for improvement will be discussed and questions answered. Please contact
Bob Brouhard at 530.219.9598 or
at bobbrouhard@sbcglobal.net.

Please note that the submission deadline for the January-February 2009 Evangel
is Wednesday, Dec. 10th. I
will not be able to accept
late submissions due to the
additional materials being
produced in December, and
because I will be out of the
office from Dec. 23 until
Jan. 5. As always, please
email your content in plain
text to me at
dayton@stmarks-sf.org.
Thank you! - Ann Dayton St. Mark’s colorful Blessing of the Animals
worship service on October 5.
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Green Idea: If you would prefer
to receive your Evangel via
email, please send that request to
dayton@stmarks-sf.org.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
1111 O’Farrell Street
San Francisco, CA 94109
Church Office Hours
9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Mon-Fri
Phone: 415.928.7770
Fax: 415.928.8534
www.stmarks-sf.org
St. Mark’s is a “Reconciling in
Christ” Congregation. St. Mark’s is
one of over 315 congregations, 22
synods and 12 organizations across
the ELCA and the ELCIC (Canada)
which have declared that lesbian and
gay people are equally welcome to
join fully in the worship and life of
this Christ-centered community. For
more information, please contact
Steve Krefting at krefting@stmarkssf.org or 415.826.3124 or speak to
one of the pastors.
Staff
Email Address
415-928-7770
The Rev. Elizabeth E. Ekdale, Lead Pastor
ekdale@stmarks-sf.org
x. 230
The Rev. Christian Jennert, Associate Pastor
jennert@stmarks-sf.org
x. 226
Jun Ranches, Director of Church Admin. and Ops. ranches@stmarks-sf.org
x. 225
Ann Dayton, Administrative Assistant
dayton@stmarks-sf.org
x. 224
Tina Haner, Facilities Coordinator
haner@stmarks-sf.org
x. 268
Cheryl Garcia, Bookkeeper
garcia@stmarks-sf.org
x. 229
David Auerbach, Interim Organist/Choir Director auerbach@stmarks-sf.org
The Rev. Chuck Lewis, Visitation Pastor
Stacy Cullison, 9:00 am Pianist/Organist
Duc Huynh, Buildings and Grounds Supervisor
Carl Storey, Security
Elvira Markov and Tanya Chanthavong, Nursery Assistants
Jenny Hart, Sunday School Coordinator
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The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod
The Rev. Steve Sabin, Dean, San Francisco Conference
Sister Parish
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