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One of the few buildings that 

have remained surprisingly 

true to its original purpose, architec-

tural style and construction materials 

for almost a century and a half is the 

Community Hall building on Water 

Street in Woods Hole.

Constructed in 1878 as “Liberty 

Hall,” it was built to provide the com-

munity with a venue for meetings, 

religious gatherings, entertainment 

and local civic functions.

The architectural style of these new 

public buildings was influenced by 

events taking place around the world 

at that time. Archaeological excava-

tions were beginning to uncover the 

ancient Greek ruins and reveal the 

simple, yet monumental architecture 

of these timeless temples and agoras.

At the same time, a shift in the 

predominant European style of highly 

decorative baroque architecture to a 

neoclassical style was well underway. 

A uniquely American style emerged 

that was not as literal an interpreta-

tion of the neoclassical style, but was 

heavily influenced by the proportions, 

scale, details and symmetry of classical 

Greek architecture.

This American interpretation was 

the beginning of the Greek Revival 

style of architecture that was em-

braced as a reflection of the simple, 

yet strong democratic ideology, and 

which has since characterized much 

of New England architecture.

Among the distinguishing features 

of the Greek Revival style are a strong 

sense of symmetry but with a deliber-

ate lack of ornamentation, heavy but 

simple cornices, gable front orienta-

tion, large double hung windows, 

often with a 2 over 2 grill pattern, and 

elaborate door surrounds with deco-

rative crowns or small entry porches.

All of these features are evident 

in the Woods Hole Community Hall 

building, which also has a full base-

ment that elevates the main floor 

about five feet above the street level, 

perhaps to visually set the building on 

a pedestal and accentuate its public 

 LIBERTY HALL  
still rings true to  
   original purpose

By ANDREW BORGESE

Built in 1878, Liberty Hall still fulfills its original function as a community building for 

the village of Woods Hole.
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