


The Gospel (Overview)

The Gospel is good news about  
what God has already done in Jesus Christ  

to make right our broken 
relationship with God, 

so that our other problems 
can be made right as well.



God’s nature 
!

God’s intentions for creation 
!

The problem: our relationship with God 
broken through sin 
!

Solving the problem:  Jesus 
!

The future

The Gospel (Overview)



The Nature of God
God is eternal:  all-powerful, sovereign, 

sufficient in Himself. 
!

God is intentional:  the initiater, creates all 
things for His glory. 

!

God is relational:  in perfect relationship 
with Himself, and designed us to be in 

relationship with Him and others.



Today

We will see how the eternal, all-powerful, 
sovereign God… 

!

intentionally initiates the universe, 
 creating all of it for His glory… 

!

so that He could share with man 
the perfect relationship He has with Himself 

by creating us in His image 
and establishing a covenant with us.



God’s Intentions 
for Creation





“The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.” 

Psalm 19:1  
!

“By the word of the LORD the heavens 
were made, and by the breath of his 
mouth all their host.” 

Psalm 33:6





“In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep.” 

Genesis 1:1–2





“And God saw that it was good.” 
Genesis 1:10,12,18,21,25 

!

Goodness = alignment with God’s design 
!

!

!

!

!

!

Creation:  Goodness



“And God saw that it was good.” 
Genesis 1:10,12,18,21,25 

!

Goodness = alignment with God’s design 
!

“And God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good.” 

Genesis 1:31 
!

Very good = harmonious alignment of all 
parts with God’s design

Creation:  Goodness



Creation: Man
While man resembles other creatures (made from 
dust), man was specially created on a different/
higher level than every other creature—through 

the breath of God, and in God’s image. 
!

In God’s image:  with “person-ality": relational; 
capable of language; both male and female; with 
dignity, freedom, creativity, and moral capacity.   

!

This was so that man alone could respond to God 
and be His agents on earth.



“The distance between God and His creation is so 
great, that, although reasoning creatures owe Him 
obedience as their Creator, they nonetheless could 
never realize any blessedness or reward from Him 
without His willingly condescending to them.  And 
so it pleased God to provide for man by means of 
covenants. ” 

Westminster Confession of Faith 7.1

God’s Covenant with Man



Creation: Covenant

God entered into relationship with man, making 
him a covenant partner, by promising His favor, 

contingent on man’s obedience. 
!

Man was given a test-command to bring him to 
conscious obedience (conscious acceptance of 

the covenant.) 



Man was given special work: dominion over the 
earth, to keep and cultivate it (cultural mandate), 

subject to God (stewardship). 
!

Man’s role is to develop what the Lord has 
created, in keeping with “goodness:” alignment 

with God’s plan and design.

Man’s Covenant Work



Before woman, man had no one like himself with 
whom to be in loving relationship. 

!

God created woman from man, and instituted the 
covenant of marriage, so that they could…  

• reproduce those who would be God’s stewards 
• share and exemplify the love that God has for 

us in Christ. 
!

This marriage covenant relationship would be 
above the parent/child relationship, and second 

only to the God/man relationship.

The Marriage Covenant



As the culmination of creation, 
and as part of the covenant with man, 

God ordained the Sabbath. 
!

The Sabbath was to be a day of… 
• rest from man’s cultivating/developing work 
• and a time of special fellowship with the Lord.

Sabbath



!

“He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 
In Him was life.” 

John 1:2-3

Jesus



“For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him. And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together.” 

Colossians 1:16–17

Jesus



“For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be glory forever.” 

Romans 11:36

Jesus



Perspective…
Many galaxies



Our galaxy



Part of our solar system

(actual picture from Voyager)



Part of our solar system

Earth

(actual picture from Voyager)



“When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
you have set in place, what is man that you 
are mindful of him, and the son of man that 
you care for him?” 

Psalm 8:3-4

God’s Greatness, Man’s Smallness



“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by your will they 
existed and were created.” 

Revelation 4:11

Creation’s Purpose: God’s Glory



This is how the world was meant to be. 
!

Man in perfect covenant fellowship with God, 
acting as God’s stewards on earth, 

protecting and cultivating the planet, 
in self-giving marriage relationships, 

acting in obedience to God’s good design, 
experiencing God’s love and glorifying Him. 

!

God didn’t change. 
But something went badly wrong.

God’s Intentions in Creation


