


The Nature of God
God is eternal:  all-powerful, sovereign, 

sufficient in Himself. 
!

God is intentional:  the initiater, creates all 
things for His glory. 

!

God is relational:  in perfect relationship with 
Himself, and designed us to be in relationship 

with Him and others.



The eternal, all-powerful, sovereign God… 
!

intentionally initiated the universe, 
 creating all of it for His glory… 

!

so that He could share with man 
the perfect relationship He has with Himself 

by creating us in His image 
and establishing a covenant with us.

God Creates…



Man in perfect covenant fellowship with God, 
acting as God’s stewards on earth, 

protecting and cultivating the planet, 
in harmonious relationships, 

acting in obedience to God’s good design, 
experiencing God’s love and glorifying Him. 

!

This is how the world was meant to be.

God’s Intentions in Creation



What’s wrong with us?



“It was because we rejected the doctrine of 
original sin that we on the left were always 
being disappointed—disappointed by the failure 
of true socialism to arrive, by the behavior of 
nations and politicians, and above all by the 
recurrent fact of war.”  

C. E. M. Joad 
The Recovery of Belief	


”



The Source of sin:  the human heart. 
!

The Span of sin:  every human. 
!

The Scope of sin:  every relationship. 
!

The Solution to sin:  not me.

What Went Wrong:  Sin



Genesis 3:1-19 
p. 12, pew Bible



Not the temptation of Satan. 
Temptation was the occasion of sin, 

not the cause (it never is). 
!

“The serpent said… ‘You will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.’” (vv. 5-6)  

!

The sin was in voluntarily giving in 
to temptation (it always is). 
Sin was in Adam’s heart 

before he ever tasted the apple.

The Source of Sin: Human Hearts



Both Adam and Eve were equally sinful, equally 
guilty, equally shamed, equally banished. 

!

This “Original Sin” was passed down from our 
federal head, Adam, to all his descendants. 

!

“For as by the one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners, so by the one man’s 

obedience the many will be made righteous.” 
Romans 5:19

The Span of Sin: Every Human



Original Sin:  The human heart is hard-wired to 
sin, and that hard-wiring crosses every line of 

gender, race, age, ethnicity, class, etc. 
!

We are ALL wired that way—all sinners in need 
of God’s grace, on a level playing field.

The Span of Sin: Every Human



“I thank your Ladyship for information on 
the Methodist preaching. Their doctrines 
are strongly tinctured with impertinence 
toward their superiors... It is monstrous to 
be told you have a heart as sinful as the 
common wretches who crawl the earth.”  

Duchess of Buckingham 
(in response to Lady Huntingdon’s invitation 

to hear George Whitefield preach)	

”



“For there is no distinction: for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.” 

Romans 3:22–23 
!

“Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who 
does good and never sins.” 

Ecclesiastes 7:20  
!

“Who can say, ‘I have made my heart pure; I am 
clean from my sin’?” 

Proverbs 20:9

The Span of Sin: Every Human



We humans are relational beings, 
created to be in harmonious relationships. 

!

Sin effects our ability to carry on every 
relationship:  with God, self, others, and nature. 

!

God intended covenant relationships, 
where we love and serve the other regardless of 

whether I’m benefitting from it or not. 
We prefer consumer relationships.

The Scope of Sin: Every Relationship



Spiritual Problems
“And they heard the sound of the LORD God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from 
the presence of the LORD God among the 
trees of the garden.” 

Genesis 3:8

Alienation from God: 
Guilt, Dependence denial



Alienation from God

Psychological 
problems 

(alienation  
from Self)

Social 
problems 

(alienation 
from Others)

Physical 
problems 

(alienation 
from Nature)

All of our problems are rooted in 
our alienation from God.



Psychological Problems
“But the LORD God called to the man and 
said to him, ‘Where are you?’ And he said, 
‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and 
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself.’” 

Genesis 3:9-10

Alienation from Self: 
Fear, Nakedness, Shame



Social Problems

Alienation from Others: 
Blame, Control, Pride

“He said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you not to eat?’ The man said, ‘The woman whom 
you gave to be with me.’… To the woman [God] 
said… ‘Your desire shall be [to dominate] your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.’” 

Genesis 3:11-12,16



Physical Problems

Alienation from Nature: 
Pain, Toil, Death

“To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your 
pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth 
children.’ …And to Adam he said, ‘Cursed is the 
ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all 
the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you…By the sweat of your face you 
shall eat bread, till you return to the ground.’” 

Genesis 3:16-19



The first step in solving human problems, 
whether individual or societal, 

is to understand the source of the problem. 
!

That source is not economics, lack of education, 
too little science, or any other systemic issue. 

!

It is my alienation from God, 
caused by the sin in my heart.

The Hope



Thinking that I am a “good person” 
is self-deception. 

I am a sinner, because my heart is sinful. 
!

!

Thinking that I am hopeless is also self-deception. 
I am created in the image of God  

(but that image is broken and distorted).

The Hope



I may try to solve my human problems by covering 
my shame with many things that do not work: 
degrees, career success, money, appearance, 

house, cars, achieving children… 
!

These are all “fig leaves,” to keep 
people from knowing who I really am. 

!

“And the LORD God made for Adam and for his 
wife garments of skins and clothed them.” (v. 21)

The Solution to Sin: Not Me



“The Lord God said to the 
serpent… ‘I will put enmity 
between you and the 
woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his 
heel.’” (v. 15)

The Solution to Sin: 
Not Me, but Christ



Source:  sin begins in the human heart. 
!

Span:  every human is sinful, 
regardless of who we are. 

!

Scope:  every relationship suffers from 
alienation—from God, self, others, nature. 

!

Solution:  not me, but Christ.

What Went Wrong:  Sin


