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For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.  Eph. 2:10
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CHRISTMAS - A TIME TO GIVE, CARE AND SHARE...FOR GOD GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.

A family home at the dump near 
Esquintla about 1 hour from Antigua.

The Ramirez Castillo family 
home in Guatemala City.

Christmas - when is it over? We’ve all heard that 
Christmas should be all year long. It’s true.  The 
spirit of giving, caring and sharing should never 
leave us. It should be part of our everyday lives. 
I’ve been thinking a lot about this the last few 
weeks and have decided to make a challenge to all 
who read this newsletter. The two photos to the left 
are the catalyst for this challenge.  So here it is:
• Give up the next “must have” video game
• Give up the next “must have” DVD or iPhone
• Give up going to see the next “must see” movie
• Give up a night of bowling or a dinner out 

You ask what can be done with these savings?

• $10 will buy a 50kg sack of cement
• $15 will buy a twelve foot length of metal roofing
• $50 will buy 100 cement blocks
• $65 will buy a water filter that will improve health
• $100 will buy a stove, improve health and save 

family resources for such things as education
• $150 will buy the roofing timbers for one house

Think about it, pray about it, you can change lives 
in a very meaningful way that will last for years.

It seems that every  headline these days uses the words shocking, stunning, amazing or sensational. Its all hype. What’s shocking 
and stunning to me are the photos on this page. What’s amazing and sensational is that something can be done about it. The past 
is gone and the present is what it is. However we can change the future. $200 worth of medicines were bought through our 
medicine fund and Rebeca delivered them to the Castillo family  just before Christmas. Rebeca also sent us a line-item budget to 
repair their home. For only  $550 their house can be made a home. They  need 12 sheets of roofing, 5 - 2x3’s, 7 sacks of cement 
and the sand and gravel to concrete the dirt floor. It also includes both labor and transport costs. The father and older children will 
provide some of the labor.  Some of the per item costs are above.  So, please be a Christmas person and help the Castillo family.

The Ramirez Castillo family with meds - Family with Rebeca De Franco
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 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.  John 14:27

Miles & Elma

   GUATEMALA II  - CONT’D

Please Send Your Donations For
Our Work Or Support to:

Faith Bentonville
1602 N.W. 12th Street
Bentonville, AR 72712

They are Tax Deductable

On the 11th of Dec. Elma and I again went up  to Santa Maria de Jesus to help with the Christmas program 
of Iglesia del Camino.  There were 450 children who received age appropriate presents, a nutritious lunch, 
hugs and a hearty “Feliz Navidad”. These are the experiences where you receive more than you give.

Through a Guatemalan friend, who we knew from our time in Gualan, we 
have connected with BuildinGUATE. He and some of his friends, who all 
have experience with non-profit organizations, got together and founded 
BuildinGUATE. They are an amazing group  of younger people who all 
work as volunteers and are helping in a big way to change the lives of 
their fellow Guatemalans. One of their several projects is working with 
the 18 families who live at the dump in Esquintla which is an hour south 
of Antigua and is very hot, much like the temperatures are in Gualan.

On Dec. 21 we joined BuildinGUATE at the dump to help distribute 270 pair of new shoes, serve lunch and 
share in the joy of Christmas giving, sharing and caring.  After lunch gifts were handed out to the children 
who were gathered for the dancing, games and some general good times. Another day filled with blessings.

On Jan. 18 we were again at 
the dump and helped a little 
with the construction of two 
new, one room houses and 
worked to serve a hot lunch to 
the families living in the dump.     

One of the things that really  strikes us is that the 
people who trudge up  and down the hill with bags 
of garbage do so with a smile. They joke, they   
laugh a lot and seem content with their way  of life.  
Who are we to complain? Fresh soup is served 
under the green canopy in the photo at the top. 


